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cludes Kon-
nath Bignotti
{trom left), Tim
Beneteau,
Scott Camp-
befl and John
Finan.

SCG: The stage is

By Larry 0'Connor
slatt writer

manage Bookies in Detroit, hos won five
(s;ngwrlling awards from the American Soclety of

The stage is their laboratory and thelr Instru-
ments are thelr beakers.

The Scott Campbell Group seem more like
chemists than the average rock 'n’ roll smusiclans.
And they certalnly like to experiment.

Dress these mild-mannered lads in’lab coats
and put them to work, and the end result is some
rather quirky, yet clever numbers,

“I'm Saving Myself For Angela Cartwright," an
ode to the “Lost In Space” cutle, and “The Wal-
tresses’ Legs” are probably two of the band’s
more well-known commoditles,

,.In a recent 3 am. clinical discussion on music
at the Clock Restaurant, John Finan of Redford
‘Township explained the process involved.
““Usuaily, I take minor things, put a littte imagi-
nation to them, take a lot writer's liberties to
make them fllp and come up with the lyrics,” said
Flnan, guitar player and co-songwriter of the the
group.

Don’t misunderstand. -

On stage, the Scott Campbell Group doesn't get
bogged down in scientific mumbo jumbo. Let it be
sald this group can rock.

Let it also be said that Scott Campbell is a
group, not just an indlvidual. |

Scott Campbeil, the Indlvidual, is an accom-
plished songwriter and one of the deans of the
Detroit new music scene. Campbell, who used to

, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). .

SCOTT CAMPBELL, the group, formed roughly
two years ago, includes Ken Blgnottt on bass, Tim
Beneteau on drums, Finan and Campbell,

“We're trylng to convince people that Scott
Campbell is a group, a group,” Finan sald.

“It's an Individual and a group,” Bignotti added.

“They don't work for me,” Campbell sald. “We
work for cach other.”

The group also works at being versatile musi-
cians, Campbell, for example, plays both six. and
12-string gultars, saxophone, oboe, keyboards and
drums, .

- Finan, no instrumental slouch himself, can han-
die a gultar, saxophane, keyboard and drums.

Campbelt and Finun also share the songwriting
chores, Together, they have written 30 songs for
the group.

“I'm Saving Mysclf For Angela Cartwright” ls
one of the many Campbell-penned numbers. He
was inspired after watching the teenage actress In
“The Poseldon Adventure I1.”

1t only teck Campbell 15 minutes to knock off
the tune to the daughter on the 1960s’ TV series,
“Lost In Space.”

“Angela Cartwright still looked terrifle,”
Campbell said, “I remember when I was young,
she was the only person who was near my age on
televiston. I thought she was cute and she ap-

its ‘laboratory’

pealed to me.

“Hell, I thought I'd write the song."”

Past relatlonships are the main source (70 per-
cent, he sald) of many Campbell’s numbers. The
rest are usually on he funny side, like “Sex For
the Handlcapped.”

CAMPBELL SAID most of his lyrics are writ-,
ten between 3 am. and 4 a,m, Then he goes back,
perhaps “years later” and does the music for
them.

‘The process obviously gets results. R

Sthl, Campbell feels somewhat limited, Most of
the time, they have to go with a stralght-forward
rock 'n roli show, The group would certainly llke
to experiment more, but most clubs are too small
{for all their equipment.

They still wing it with some rather unlque cov-
ers. In a recent show at the Hamtramek Pub, the
Scott Campbell Group performed the Rolling
Stones” 10,000 Light Years From Home" along
with malnstays like “Journey to the Center of the
Mind” and “Little Girls,"

But originality is the band’s trademark. Scott
Campbell, the Individual, will be performing for
record companles in New York at the end of the
month. .

“Three separate times, the band I was with was
supposed to go to New York,” Campbell said.
“Each time, one of the members failed to go for
whatever reasons — ratted out, chickened out,
what have you.”

IN CONCERT

@ THE STRAND

‘The Strand will perform Wednes-
day, Feb. 5, at the Hamtramek Pub,
Caniff near 175,

@ FRANKLIN SANE

Franklin Sane wi)l appear Friday,
Feb. 5, at the Hamtramcek Pub, Can-
iff near 1-75.

@ PAUL DI ANNO
BATTLEZONE AND
OBESSIONS

Paul Di Aano Battlezone and
QObessions will appear Friday, Feb.
5, at Harpos, 14238 Harper, Detroit.
For more information, call 823-6400.
Tlekets are $4 at the door.

® FRANK DUMONT & HIS
BAND y
Blues artists Frank DuMont & His

Band, which opencd up for Bo Didd-
ley and Ron Wood recently at Hare

REVIEWS

pos, will perform Fridays, (hrough
February, at Four Greenflelds,
Woodward and 13 Mtle, Little Junior
Kennedy will be the speclal guest.

® FELA

Fela and his 30-piece group from
Nlgeria will perform at 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 6, at the Michigan Theater,
€03 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Tickets
are $12.50 and $14.50 and available
at all TicketMaster Outlets. For

. more information, cail 423-6666.

@ NEW ALPHABET

New Alphabet will perform Satur-
day, Feb, 8, at the Hamtramek Pub,
Canliff near I.75.

® WHITESNAKE

Whitesnake will perform Satur-
day, Feb, 13, at the Joe Louis Arena
in Detrolt. Tickets are $17.5¢ and
available at TicketMaster Outlets.
To charge tickets by phone, call 423-
8666,

® THE DEAD MILKMEN

The Dead Milkmen wlil perform
at 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19, al St. An-
drew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. Tickets are $8.50 and avaltable
at all TicketMaster Outlets.

® GEORGE THOROGOOD

George Thorogood and the De-
stroyers will perform at 7:30 pm.
Friday, Feb. 19, at Hill Audltorium
in Ann Arbor. Tickets are $17.50.

® STING

Sting will perform Friday and Sat-
urday, Feb. 1920, at the Masonic
Temple Theater in Detroit. Tickets
aré avallable at all TicketMaster
Outlets, To chiarge tickets by phone,
cail 423-6666. .

® Dlo
Dio, with special guests Megadeth
and Savatage, will perform at 7:30

p.m. Sunday, Feb. 21, at Cobo Arena.
Tickets are $17.50. For more infor-
matfon, call 567-6000.

® EARTH, WIND & FIRE

“An Evening With Earth, Wind &
Fire” will take place at 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 21, at Joe Louis Arcna.
Tickets are $17.50. For more infor-
mation, call 567-6000.

® FRANK ZAPPA
Frank Zappa will perform Friday
through Sunday, Feb. 26-28, at the
Royal Music Theater. Tickets are
17.50. For more Information, call
546-7610.

® RUSH

Rush, with special guests Tommy
Shaw, will perform Frlday, March 4,
at Joe Louls Arena. Tickets are
$17,50. For more information, cail
567-6000.

WRIF earns kudos
for no heavy metal

Kudos, kudos, kudos to you, WRIF.
Of course, there are already some
peuple who feel the station should be
nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize
for reeemtly dumping heavy metal
from its format.

‘The station's Jatest venture also is
worthy ef praise. The rock ‘'n roll ra-
dio station now has a show at 11 p.m.
weekdays, showcasing some Detroit
musical talent.

Finally, somebody in the Detroit
radio market Is taking some tnitta-
tive. “Local Rifs" features three
area bands Monday through Thurs-
day evenings. Then, judging by lis-
tener response, four bands are
picked to be broadeast again on Fri-
day night.

Greg Si. James, who hosis the
show and was one of the driving
forees behind the concept, lkes what
he has heard thus (ar.

“I'm very impressed,” St. James
said. “It’s very difficult to decide
what (o play. The stuff I've heard so
far is very professional. There's a lot
of talent out there.”

Local talent shows such as this are
nothing new to St. James. The veter-
an DJ was involved with WABX's
"Dangerous Expasure” program as
wel as WWWW's “Homegrown” con-

cept.

When St. James huddled with Pat
Sull, program dlrector at WRIF,
both agreed there was a need for a
program tike “Local Rifs.”

“I'm not going to say it’s golng to
get anyone a record contract,” St
James sald. "But who knows? Maybe
it witl Inspire somebody.”

One of the major problems with
the Detroil music scene has been a
lack of radio support. As a result, &
tot of local bands chuck it in out of
frustration.

Places llke Boston and Athens,
Ga., have radlo stations that give air
time to local bands, And thanks to

that, bands like ‘til Tuesday, The
Cars and De! Fuegoes {all from Bos-
ton} and R.E.M. and the B-52s (from
Athens) have been able to emerge to
the forefront.

Bands can send their reel-to-reel
tapes to: Local Rifs, P.0. Box 5097,
Southfield 45086.

Blues time

Everyone was singlng the blues at
the Martin Luther King Commemo-
rative Blues Jubllee recently at
Moby Dick’s In Dearborn. Harmonl-
ca Shah, Robert Knoll and the Blues
Misslon, Jobnny “Yard Dog"” Jones,
Willie D. Warren, The Living Room
Blues Band and Billy Davls alt per-
formed at the gala event. The Fa-
mous Coachman from WDET-FM.
emceed the show.

Another show is planned for Satur-
day, Feb. 13, at Moby Dick's on
Schalfer, between Ford Road and
Michigan Avenue.

Some 250 people attended the
MLK Jubllee that came on the heels
of a record release party in Decem-
ber for “Detrolt Blues Factory Vol.
1" which more than 400 people at-
tended. The album features many of
the artists who appeared at the jub:-
lee and already is in its second print-

ing.
The blues are back.

Guitar gem

Hippodrome has just released lts
first cassette, “Novelty.” And 1n
terms of first efforts, this is a dandy.
Produced by Scott Campbell on
Nebula Records, the Livonla-based
group has mastered a breezy gultar
sound that is just plain enjoyable.

For more Informatlon, wrlte: Hip-
podrome, 28024 Whitcamb, Livonia

COLLEGE _

Here are the top-10 sungs being
played on WAYN-AM 1180, the cam-
pus station of Wayne State Universi-

¥

's A Wonderful Life,” Fishbone.
2.“End of the World. . " REEM.

3. “Elvis is Everywhere,” Mojo Nix-
on & Skid Roper.

4. “Instant Ciub Hit,” Dead Milkmen.
$. "Hard Times,” P.LL.

6. “Bedbugs and Ballyhoo," Echo &
the Bunnymen.

7. “Never Let Me Down Again,” De-
peche Mode.,

8. “Just Like Heaven," The Cure.

9. “Pure and Slmple,* Orange
Roughles.

10. “Stop Me If You Heard This One
Before,” Smiths.

Kyle Richard
{trom left),
Doyle Dean
and Chris
Richard are
Hippodrome.

COUNTRY

Here are the top-10 songs being
ptayed on WWWW-FM 106.7, a coun-
try and western radio station in De-
troit.

1. “Those Memorles Of You,” THE
TRIO.

2. “Do You Believe Me Now," VERN
GOSDIN.

3.“Goln’ Gone,” RATHY MATTEA.
4.“Lynda,” STEVE WARINER:
sb“‘same where Tonight,” HIGHWAY
101.

6. “Tennessce Flat Top Box," RO-
SANNE CASH.

7. “Twinkle, Twinkle, Lucky Star.”
MERLE HAGGARD,

8."One Friend,” DAN SEALS.

?LE[ Can't Get Close Enough,” EX-

10. “That's My Job" CONWAY
TWITTY.

o

DIRTY DANCING

SOUNDTRACK
— various artists

* Once upon a time, movie sound-
tracks econtained many long suites
whereln asplring Bachs and Beetho-
Vens tried to set the mood for a par-
ticular plece of film. That was a long
time ago, before A

..Now, film uundu'ac:u are' a

dvetod: o m

hit singles — a.few cven having
something to do with the movie in

IR TN

7’

— catchy in a bland kind of way.
,(Does anyone remember when this
guy was considered the next MeCart-

ney?)

“She's Like the Wind,” on the
other hand, proves that, as a singer/
dancer/actor, Patrick Swayze Is a
pretty falr dirty dancer. But the lit-
tla glirls understand.

‘The real highlights here are the ol-

1 ¢ “Be

which they pp

1ts not as If the public isn't respon-
sive, Soundtracks to “Beverly Hills
Cop,” “Top Gun" and “Beverly Hills
Cop 11" were among the blockbuster
albums of the past threo years, This
qne appears to follow that trend.
1 Even though It has already been

ayed to death on the radio, the titlo
Eong Is pretty good. Jennifer Warnes
bas a supple, soothing volce and ex-
\Righteous Brother Bl Medley real-
Iy lets \loose, especially on the
*“you're the ono thing” part,

While it's good to hear Erie Car-
men again, his “Hungry Eycs” i3
more typleal of *80s soundtrack pop

N \

dles, esp &
My Baby,” which makes its first di-
gital appearance on the CD,

. But all that does is make one hun-
ger for the CD release of Phil Spee.
tor's greatest hits, contalning not
only the Roncites beat, but those of
the Crystals, Darlene Love and, yes,
the Righteous Brothers, too.

Now there's a soundirack that
could inspire some serious dirty
donclng.

— Wayne Peal

THE NO
COMPRENDO
— Les Rita
Mitsouko

So thls is the state of pop music in

France? 1f s0, maybe another revos
tution Is overdue.

Currently, Les Rita Mltsouko s
the big pop novelty in France, Les
Rita Mitsouko is not an individual,
but rather a pair of Parisian beat-
nlks, '

Some have gone as far as to label
the group the French Eurythmics.
Yes, like Annle Lennox, Les Rlta
Mitsouka lead singer Catherine
Ringer is a female, And much llke
Dave Stewart, Fred Chichin is male,

But all comparisons should cease
right there.

The Eurythmics are not a dance
group, Les Rita Mitsouko are. “The
No Comprendo" is chock full of
dance tracks, “C'est Comme Ca,X a
track off the album, already I3 a fa-
vorite on many a glitlery ftoor,

a Ringer screams. Rlnger yells,
Once in awhile, she actually gots
around to singing. And she's really
quite good when taking the opportu-
nity. .

But there Is a warning: when lis-
tening to this album, bring a French.
English dictionary. Ringer sings the
majority of the songs in her native
tongue. And a transtator would cer-
tainly help on some of these num-
bers.

When she does take a sultry twirl
in English, the results are rather fa.
vorable. “Tonlght” is one such num-
ber, when one can comprehend Ring-
er. Muslcally, there are no holds
barred. The sound is eclectic.
There’s violins and trumpets and an
assortment of instrumental displays.
1t certalnly gives Les Rita Mitsouko
& sound of its own.

But on a whole, this effort can be
described as quirky at best.

— Larry Q'Connor

SAVAGE
— The Eurythmics

The Eurythmlcs make a welcome
return to the sparse, pounding, syn-
thesized sound they started with on
thelr new album, “Savage.”

in 1983, the English duo Intro-
duced that sound on thelr “Sweet
Dreams™ album. It was marked by a
No, 1 song, “Sweet Dreams (Are
Made Of This),” and other standouts
showing the group’s fresh approach.

The Eurythmics tended to stay
away from {lashy solos or other pop-
rock cliches. Songs were built on
:lmple, repetitive drum and bass
ines.

Singer Annle Lennox would come
off as cool or distant, yet emotional
in her restraint. Dave Stewart would
add a range of well-placed sounds —

+ from slide gultar 1o disco scratching
to alry, synthesized keyboards.

This continued on the “Touch" al
bum, which ylelded more hils —
“Here Comes The Rain Again” and
“Who's That Girl?” But by the time
they released thelr 1985 hit “Would I
Lie To You?" the group was moving
toward a malnstream rock sound.

The hew sound scrved them well
on “Lie” and “Misslonary Man,"
thelr most recent hit. But for the

S

first time, some of thelr album cul
were only passable and lacked the
stark emotions aided by the earli

spare, syathesized beat. =

But on “Savage,” the group moves
back to their origlnal sound. The al-
bum opens with “Beethoven (I Love
To Listen To),” marked by a pound-
ing drum and bass beat, some catchy
backwards noises and other psy-
chedelia and a chorus that manages
to be driving, yet lilting.

*I Need A Man” Is another poten-
tlal hit single. It's a raunchy Stones.
like rocker, in which Lennox sings
“Don’t powder puff, just leave it
rough” to a sparse beat and a hot
rhythm gultar.

“I Need You” opts for a different
sound. Here, Lennox is backed only
by Stewart, strumming an acoustic
’glllll’lll‘, with occaslonal slide guitar
Hls.
While “Savage" is marred by a
couple of lackluster songs, it shows
the Eurythmics getting back to
where they once belonged.
— Kevin Brown




