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Hitting the kingpins

Drug unit targets ‘untouchable’ dealers in southeast Michigan

CO ~— Sauthcast Michlgan Conspira-
Invi Q But It

Call them the new U

ey B
has much in commen with the Un.
us crime-busters of

A 12-member undercover police
unit will soon begln combing the
metropolitan arca o bring down
Michigan's drug kings.

Based In Livonia, the law enforce-
ment team will step up the war on
drug dealers in Wayne, Oakland, Ma-
comb, Livingston, Monroe and Wash-
tenaw counties.

The group's official name Is SEM-

a
1920s Chicago.

"It's a new efforl to get drug king-
pins, the people who never get their
hands dirty,” Gov, James Blanchard
sald Thursday In announclng the
group's formation,

LIKE THE Untouchables, the goal
Is to brinz down big time racketeers,

not street dealers,

Also like the real Untouchables —
not the glamorized movie and televl-
sien versions — he group will rely
on careful fnvestigation rather than
gun-blazing car chases to bring In its

prey.

It will investigate “big-time im.
porters with no visible means of le-
gal incomes,” Blanchard said.

MEMBERS WILL begin pouring
over suspected dealers’ tax and fl-
nanclal records, keeplng In mind

Blanchard: Drug kingpins
should get life sentences

While announclng formation of a
new anti-drug law enforcement
“team, Gov. James Blanchard also
campalgned for crime reforms con.
tained In his recent State of the State
message.
“Drug dealers, essentally, are
killing people,” Blanchard said.
He proposed:
e Jajling violent criminals and
blg-time drug dealers for life, with-
out parole,

® Drafting new state law based
upon federal R Infl d

Corrupt Organization (RICO) law.
The law, Blanchard said, would al-
low law enforcement agencles to
smash drug rings.

o Creating a “drug profiteering
tax” that would allow the state De-
patrtment of Treasury to tax drug
dealers’ seized assets,

@ Additlonal new law giving the
stale attorney general's office the
power to call statewlde grand juries
to investigate alleged crimlnal con-
splracles.

Btanchard spoke Thursday after-
noon at State Pollce metro

area Criminal Investigation Sectlon
headquarters, Livonta.

.The governor kept his talk prima-
rify to law enforcement fssues, paus-
Ing only to praise Michlgan State
{ootball coach George Perles for
spurning an offer to coach a profes-
sional team.

“I am relleved and dellghted
George Perles will stay,” Blanchard
said, “He (Perles) loves Michigan
State and we Jove him."

Blanchard s a Micklgan State
alumnus.

Judges from suburban courts
help Detroit fight war on crack

Each day one or two suburban dls.
trlct judges travel to Detroit to help
lhcdcity with its crack cocaine case
toad.

“The vistors hear general docket
cases so Detrolt district judges can
hear the drug docket,” said Herbert
D. Levitt, regional administrator of
the state Supreme Court.

““The drug docket is up 130 percent
since May," he sald. “Chief Judge
Adam Shakoor of the 36th District
Court Instituted a judlclal awareness
program when Wayne County Pro-

i e,

secutor John O’Halr asked for more
judges."

B!

Area judges from Oakland County
and thelr assigned dates In Detroit
are: Gus Clfell) of the 48th (Blrming-
ham-Bloomtield) District, Jan. 28;
Bernard Friedman, 48th, March 29;
Edward Sosnlck, 48th, April 7; Mi-
chael Hand, 47th (Farmington) Dis-
trict, March 8 and April §; Margaret
Schaclfer, 47th, March 15, Susan
Moiseev, 46th (Southfield) Dlstrict,
April 8; Stephen Cooper, 46th, April
27; and Bryap Levy, 46th, March 22,
W:&stcrn Wayne Couply Judges in-

clude: Robert Brzezlnski, 16th (Liva.
nia) Dlstrict, Feb. 19, March 4 and
April 8 Gall McKnight, 18th (West.
tand) District, Richard Hammer,
21st (Garden Clty) District, Feb. 5,
March 17 and April 20; John Mac-
Donald, 35th (Plymouth-Canton) Dis.
trlet, Jan. 28 and April 19; and
Jomes Garber, 35th, Feb. 12 and
March 1.

Distrlet courts handle p re-trial
examinatlons In criminal cases, mi-
nor criminal cases, traffle cases and
minor civii lawsults.
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that noterious 19205 mobster Al Ca-
ponc was brought to justice on tax
cvasion charges,

“There’s going to be a lot of flat-
fool gumshoe police work,” State
Police Capt. Richard Meloche satd.

Meloche is commanding offlcer of
the state pollee Livonla Criminal In-
vestigation Sectlon, the unit's home
base,

SEMCO is the bralnchild of the
Southcast Michigan Chlefs of Police.
The chief suggested the unlt's cre-
ation last spring.

SEMCO will receive a $748,584
federal grant to finance its opera-
tions, Offlcers will be drawn from
state police posts, as well as local
and county depariments.

AREA LAW enforcement officials
said they backed the new unit.

*I think it (drug dealing) is a big-
ger problem than we realize,” Oak-
land County Sheriff John Nichols
sald. “Part of the problem Is that we
don't have enough operatlves in the
field.”

Suburban drug dealers and users
are particularly difficult to arrest,
Nichols said.

“Our people {in Oakland County}
can get narcotics withoul having to
steal to get them,” Nichols said.
“That makes It that much harder to
get arrests.”

Detroil's success In closing Its
erack houses coutd inadvertently In-
crease the drug problem In the sub-

urbs, Livonia Police Chief William
Crayk sald.

“We've seen drugs coming oul inle
the suburbs; we've seen arrests in
Sterling Heights," Crayk said v
have to be alert, As Detroit closes its
crack houses, they could be ecoming
aqut here. I suppose it's Just a matter
of time before the manufacturing
comes out here, too."

Local investigations will continue,
Crayk said. Livonia’s eight-officer
investigative unit Is one of the area s
largest.

“The problem is, we haven't had
the abllity to go after the high-l
dealers,” Crayk said.

Untll now, palice said, those crim:-
nals have been untouchable.
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Fine paintings and drawings by D. Col, E.R. Maes, J. J. Henner, G.
Wiggins, G. Grosz, L. lcart, H.C. Christy, F. H. Hayward and others.

ticks by Matthew Boulton,

carved furniturs, etc.

PREVIEW:
Wednesday, February3 Noon to 8 p.m.
Thursday, February 4 Noon to 8 p.m.
Friday, February 5

AUCTION:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1988

Stalker Gallery, Inc.

APPRAISERS « AUCTIONEERS
2?75 W. Maple Road, Troy, Michigan 48084 (313) 288-3820

(Stalker Gallery acts as agent for the consignor and doos not have & monetary interest in any fot soid, Altitems
ioed) 10% buyers premium on alf ote.

Oriental works of art incfude an (nteresting colifection
of approximately 75 snuff bottles made of jade.
amber, Peking glass, rock crystal, clolsonne, lapls,
amethyst, rose quartz, coral, etc., Han, Wel and Tang
Dynesty pottery, Canton porcelains, familie noir lamp,
other decorative accessorles and carpets.

Highlighting the siiver will be a George 1ll covered tea
urn, London 1764 by Thomas Whipham and Charles
Wright and a palr of Sheffleld sliver plated candles-

Also In the auction will be a grouping of boxes and
other “smalls,” a fine pair of cobait blue Meissen
covered urns with serpent handles, 2 palr of pate sur
pate vases, a pair of Web art glass vases, heavlly

10am.to2p.m.
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DNA State Falrgrounds
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Make your check or money order payable to: METROGROUP, INC.
Mail 10: METROGROUP, INC. » PO, Box 3241 + Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018
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