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By Arleno Funke
special writer

OWARD SCHWEPPE
calls himself a “tin-
basher.”

Schweppe is a 69
year-old Livonia resident who fell
in love with tinsmithing 11 years
ago after taking a class at Green-
.|field Village in Dearborn.

Using antique tools, Schweppe
+{tashions colonial-style lanterns,
pltchers and chandeliers from piec-
s of sheet metal.

“It started in New England In
the late 1600s," Schweppe ex-
plained. "The old tinsmiths princi-
pally made kitchen utensils and
lighting devices. Everybody relled
on in until almost the 20th centu-
ry. Today's tinsmiths make gutters,
downspouts and furnaces.”
Schweppe, who recently retired
as a cansulting engineer, has craft-
ed and sold numerous pieces to
people who bring him plctures

from magazines.

“THE THINGS I MAKE are cop-
ilcs of muscum piece items,” he

does his ti

said. “They have some historical
significance.”

Although Schweppe still consid-
ers his tinsmlithing a hobby, he's
spreading his wings a bit. Several
of his pleces are for sale at the Ap-
ple Wreath, a gift shop on Seven
Mile east of Farmington Road In
Livenia.

According to Schweppe's re-
search, tinsmithing was brought to
the American colonles by Welsh
craftsmen. Principal material was
sheet iron coated with tin. The
more expensive copper and brass
were Introduced later,

Entering his workshop, beblnd
his daughter's house in Farmington
Hills, is llke stepping into the past.

LINING SHELVES AND hang-
ing from the cefling are tin teapots,
candle molds, sconces and chande-
llers in styles popular during the
mid-1700s. Many lanterns have
holes punched to form the popular
colonlal sunburst pattern. Tradl-
tionally, the holes were punched
outward so wind wouldn't extin-
guish the candle’s

“The flrst lantern 1 madc 1t took

RANDY BORST/stafl photographer

in lot of his handiwork is on display at the Ap-
his workshop in Farmington Hills home of ple Wreath shop, 32626 Seven Mile Road in
his daughter, but he is a Livonia resident, A Livonia.

Tin-basher
Colonial craft enjoys revival

me a whole week to punch the
holes,” Schweppe sald. “Now it
takes about three hours,”

Standing In preclsion are tools
that Schweppe has found at antique
shops, flea markets and private
sales, Each has a specific function,
such as cutting, pressing, folding or
shaplng the metal. One of his oldest
tools, a burring machine, was man-
ulactured In 1825

“You can hardly tell the dlffer-
ence between the appearance of
tools {from 150 years ago,”
Schweppe said, “Except the ones
made now are junk. I don’t want
any newer equipment.”

ACCORDING TO SCHWEPPE,
few people today are engaged in
tnsmithing.

“One of the reasons is that the
equipment is so hard to come by,”
he sald. “A lot of these things look
1lke a ball of rust when I get them.
It takes a lot of work to restore
thern, but it's worth it.”

Interest in colonial replicas, al-
ways very popular on the East
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Plath author faced obstacles

ODAY marks the 25th annl-
versary of Sylvia Platy's
dcath. At age 30, in a Lon-
don {flat where Yeats once

lived, the brillant but troubled
young writer flnally succeeded In
killing hersell. She did it by sealing
the kitchen doors and windows and
resting her head in a hissing gas
aven,

‘The troubled, often bizarre life of
the gifted author of “The Bell Jar”
and *‘Arlel” makes for good reading
— her depresslon, her creative frens
zles, her attempts to be the good
wlife and mother without sacrificing
her all-encompassing deslre to write
— such good reading that readers
are apt to forget how Important her
writings were (and are) lo the liter-
ary world,

Linda Wagner-Martin hadn't for-
gotten. She began rescarching
Plath’s lif¢ several years ago, when,
as a ereative writing instructor, she
kept hearing .about Sylvia Plath
{rom her better students.

“My talented women writers were
on to Sylvia Plath long before I evep
reatly knew about her. Her work
spoke to them, posslbly because they
found themselves In similar situa-
tlons. She was the kind of person who
needed to be all things to all people.
She couldn't just be a writer. She
couldn’t just be a wife and mother,
She needed to be the best at every-
thing and the effort just burned her
out,” commented Wagner-Martin.”

WAGNER-MARTIN, A former
Detraiter and Wayne State instrue-
tor now teaching at Michigan State
University, put together an outline
and a couple of chapters proposing a
book on Plath, focusing on her gift-
edness and how It alfected her life
and those around her.

It's been more than three years
since Stmon & Schuster put in the
highest bld for her book, "Sylvia
Plath, a Blography (hardbound,
$18.35). Three long, intensely frus-
trating years later, with no advance
publlcity, no review coples or distri-
bution of galleys, and no thanks to
Plath’s husband, Ted Hughes, and his
sister, Olwyn, executors of Plath’s
estate, the book is finally being dis-
tributed. (A review appears eclses
where in this section.)

At first, Hughes and his sister
seemed Interested in cooperating,
Wagner-Martin recalls.

“I know now why 50 little new has
been wrilten about Sylvia. It's be-
cause the Hugheses make it impossi-
ble,” she continued. “They stayed
with us long enough to see what we
were doing, and, of course, nothing
pleased them. 'l'hcy nllempl:d to
change hundreds of pages of manu-
script, even to the point of making
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changes in material that had already
been published.

“Esseatlally, they were trying to
write my book for me, and, appar-
ently, they'd tried it with others who
had attempted the same thing. Some
gave tp In frustration, but I just get
more stubborn. My book was about
Sylvia Plath as a woman and a gift-
ed writer. lt wasn't meant to dam-
age anyone.”

Wagner-Martln sald she and
Slmon & Schuster made as many
concessions as they could without

K

e
of the book. *“We all got s0 many nas-
ty and threatening letters from the
Hugheses, Simon & Schuster finally
turned all correspondence over their
attorney who told the Hugheses
there uw no reason to change any-
thing [ book, and Slmon &
Sthtuler l:nauy relmcd it quielly in
October, with the Hugheses still
threatening lawsults.”
Wagner-Martin said the British
publishers took a little tonger to get
over thelr fear of Ted Hughes, now
England's poet-laureate, Scems he'd
been embrofled In a splashy and
very expensive lawsult over a story
the London Mall had published about
the death of the women he'd left
Plath for. Publication in England is
now scheduled for early March, with
an excerpt coming out in British Vo-
¢ this month,

“Sylvia's life and works had a o

great lmpact on a ot of people,”
Wagner-Martin sald. “There's no
question about how important she
was to the poets, for instance. And
what's interesting is that the best re-
views of her collected poems seem
to come from young males. They're
just amazed by the scope of her
work, by her sense of comedy and
fast metaphors, She touched every-
body who'd ever come in contact
with her ~- both as a person and as
writer.”

SOME OF DETROIT'S best
known poets and performance art-
ists will get together on Wednesday,
Feb?24, for “Read & Feed: A benefit
for the Cass Methodlat Emergency
Food Program and the Art Center
Music School."

Gloria House, Leslle Reese, M.L.
Liebler, John Sinclair, Faruq Z. Bey,
Trino Sanchez and others will read
and perform at the Old Miam! Bar,
3930 Cass Avenue (just south of the
‘Wayne State campus) at 7:3¢ p.m.

‘The Cass Methodist Food program
feeds Cass Corridor residents, and
the Art Center Musle School offers
its services to lower income families
in the corrridor, These poets and art-
ists are known for dolng good things
around Detroit. Over 250 attended a
similar benefit in December. For
just $3 you can feed bodies and
hearts in need.

review

By Victorla Dlaz
speclal writer

Sylvia Plath: A blography by
Linda W, Wagner-Martin, Simon
and Schuster, 272 pages, $18.95.

1f you're not already !amlllnr wlm
the fasclnating story of Am
writer, Sylvia Plat.h you'll prvbahly
find Linda WaguerMnrun s “Sylvia

may be something of a disappoint-
ment.

Plath, the first child of highly-edu-
cated (thoug)l not afftuent) parents,
was born In Boston In 1932, Her fa-
ther, an entomology professor at
Boston Unlversity, dled of compilca-
tions of dfabetes shortly after Syl-
via's elghth birthday, and his death
and her memories of him would lat.
er deeply both her life and

Plath: A

reading,

For serious Plathophiles, however,

cnn:hnlly In search of new revela-
tons and fresh Insigh

tragic idol and ber work, the

t into their -
book

her work.

In 1953, already the reciplent of
numerous prestigious writing
awards, and wilh fiction and poeu-y
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CHARACTER PLUS CHARMI Lovw 3 bodreom. *1¥, bat
beick quad. Immacutata open fioor plan with largs tiving room
and diring arons, famity coom th nmru firoptace, French
doors Scerkc back yard. immediate Occupancy.
$125:500, u1 011,

the"

:umnoouummﬁ-mmdmwmuw
located on & comer lot. Hardwood fioors thru-out. 2 cas at-
tached garags, $09,000, 85¢-2300,

SAVE YOUR MONEY - Why rant when you can make a1 Mvest.

Ja your own Condo. Lowsr kvel one bedroom overiooking
the commons In a Yuppie area of Farmington HiEs, Washer and
dryse hook-ups bn the unit. $51,000. 851-1900. (TWE)

GREAY FAMILY HOME. Lasge Florida room is walting for

umﬂt onjoy the lndqu’d-\‘indwll\dl-
rm mbodrmwwummmwﬂeruubmy
mnoo 851.1900. (BER}

100 Sriiey $205,000
fl 1 aaton 124800
5305 Woodtand Pass, $185.900

SLOOMPRLD
T4 Magke W, $260,000

1770 Woodgrove Lans, $250,000
2647 Pancrton, $11,000

soumemio”
21243 Van Buran, $50,00
WATENFORD

e - 5104 Gohoctah, $09.600
YUPPIES PARADISE. Contemporary condominkum with 2 bed-
100m3, 2 baths In ovely Ramblowood Manor. Lowsr ovel unit
with afischod garage and carporl, Many upgrades throughout. 3

Kitchon sppilances and vertical Dinds Inckigad. $122.900, 471 FAMSNOTON HRLS ; . ¥ ‘ 818700 .\

286348 Briar HE, §148,800 1800

21826 Parkiane C1., $141,000

et anam
31250 bikster, $179.000

S4s4r00

OACHARD bt
S813CamncL Wor MOS0 S81ST0 gy mypommiD
8123 Aock A, 129,900 444100
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GAN'S LAhé‘éé"i‘ﬁ"’EAL ESTATE COMPANY "~ stesore v

Now1 Mmmtomammmmmmmm
pl?nll Ppatio, Gas frsplace in masier bedroom. Family room
natural firspiace, Hi Hardwood foors. $125.000. 348-8430,

UPDATED FAMILY RANCH. 2m:mmhm
condition. Most everything new, inside and out.
room with natural fireplacs, Formal Gining room,
2nd more, Large lot, Dont’ waltl $47,000. §89-2300.

ﬂ\EED RAVINE sErnNn. sharp updat
4 bedrooma and den. Ilwllllnvlmh:hﬂ
eolon uly

Ex\vu l
wooded lot. lzﬂ »o0, 477-""

PIN! LAKE PAIVILEQEB » Wood-fd ‘ bedroom Colondal,

bewry, lmmm m-uem and Moﬂr_
@ privieges, ldeal W, Bloomfeid m

tuu.m.ul-am h

CUTE AND COZY RANCH immacuiate 2 bedroom home nastied
among trees o & cul-de-s80, leatures frepiace In great room
attached garage snd Florida room. $76,900. 851-1900,

FANTASTIC HOME BARGAIN, Hwr 2400
2% bathe, 181 floor laundry,

ARMINGTON HILLS 8513900 7060 © NORTHVILLE 1.




