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A long-time Wayne County assistant prosecutor from
Farmingion Hills who was convicied of involuntary
manslaughter in the trafflc death of a Novi man plans
to appeal the verdict, hls attorney said Friday.

An Oakland County Circujt Court jury dellberated for
two days before convicting Jerome S. O'Connor, 46, of
involuntary manslaughter in the death of a 75-year-old
Novi pedestrian in December 1986,

“Both Jerry and 1 belicve he's still innocent,” said
Robert Igrisan of Farmington Hllls, defense attorney.

“1 think that is borne out by the tength of the delibera-
tions. It was a very difftcult declslon. I think the facts
really arc in line with the length of the deliberations.”

After the verdict was announced Thursday, Circuit
Judge Rlchard Kuhn ordered O'Connor to surrender his
driver's license until sentencing Tuesday, March 15, The

obitluaries

flrst day of hls trial, O'Cornor pleaded guilty to driving
with a ded license, a » on the night
of the pedestrian death,

An assistant presceutor since 1971, 0°Connor was sus-
pended from hls job in Macch 1987, the day after the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Offlce learned a warrant
for his arrest had been Issued. He could lose his license
to practice law If the conviction stands.

KUHN CONTINUED 0'Connar’s $1,000 personal bond
unti} sentencing. O'Connor faces up to 15 years in prison
on the felony conviction and up to 90 days in jall and 2
$100 fine on the misdemeancr conviction.

The felony convictlon stems from the death of Joseph
J. McCarthy of Novi, who was struck by a car as he
crossed Grand River near Bashlan In Novi at 13:10 p.m.
Dee. 22, 1986, Novl police sald.

Police obtained a search warrant for a blood alcohol
test of the driver, identlfled as O'Connor, after the incle
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dent. Prosccutors argued throughout his trial thal
O'Connor was intoxicated when he struck McCarthy,

Assistant Prosecutor Larence Kozma sald O'Connor's
blood alcohol level was .09 percent flve hours after the
Incident. Estimates from toxicology experts who testl-
fled put his blood alcohol level at .14 percent at the time
of the incldent. Pcople are considered drunk when thelr
blood aleohol level is .10 percent.

Q'Connor testificd he had only three drinks the night
of the Incldent, Igrisan denled his client was drunk, say-
ing 0'Connor’s blood alcohol level “was never shown to
be .10." Igrisan argued it “was a very dark night and
visibility was very difficult.”

IGRISAN SAID the victim walked “out on the road in
dark clothing on a pitch black night. You weuldn't send
a :10~year~ald out at & o'clock on Halloween in what he

ad on."”

“No.qnestlon," Igrisan added, “what happened to Mr.

s man to appeal traffic death conviction

O'Connor could have happened to anybody."

Police who lestifled said the area was lit with street
1ights and vislbility was clear but cloudy the night of the
incident.

Before going la trlal, O'Connor, on the judge’a recom.

dation and the trial p 's offer, sald he
would plead guilty to negligent homicide, a mls-
demcanor with a penalty of up to two years in prison.
While malntaining hls innocence, O'Connor said that
plea made more sense than facing a possible felony con-
viction, Igrisan sald.

But the Oakland County Prosecutor's Offfce rejected
the plea, Chie! Assistant Prosecutor Richard Thompson
sald Qakland County has a wrllle'n Eol‘lcy 'ugalnst plea

In cases d traffic
deaths.

igrisan has 60 days from his clienl’s sentencing to
declare his intention to appeal the verdict.

— he can flgure out the type of ra-
plst involved, ranging from sadist to

11 great-grandchlldren.

Mrs. Jones, 75, of Bellevllle died
Feb, 8 in St. Mary Hospital, Livenia.

Mrs. Jones was a homemaker,

Survivors include her son, Ed-
ward; daughters, Gloria Barno, Shir-
ley James, Barbara Clark and Mar-

tery, Livonla.

clarification

Services were at the Heeney-Sund-
quist Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rev, David Strobe offlclat-
ing. Burial was In Parkview Ceme-

Rapists, like the one or more who
have sexually attacked nine women
in the Birmingham.Bloomffeld arca,
will not stop until they get caught,
according to one sex-crime Investi-
gator.

“They're not going to stop all of a
sudden, that's the bad news for your
residents,” sald Lt. Paul Wood of the
Investigative resources sub-unit with
the Michigan State Police. “They
will not stop untll they’re caught, cs-

‘The Farmington Hills Clty Councll
approved a passing lanc on Drake
Road at Howard Road Fcb, 8. The
vote was 6-1, with councilwoman
Jean Fox dissenting. gravel portlon of Dr:

The council did not vote on a con- Mile.
sideration to Include a passing lane
on Drake at West Lyman. No such

passing lane ts plann

side of Drake.

The approved passing lane is part
of a $1.3 million paving, curbing and
realigning project along the two-lane

A sldnwaklk i3 planned for the east

pecially if it's been a serles,

“Even with increased police pres-
ence, it might make him more cau-
tlous but he’s st going to operate,”
Wood said.

Wood's job Is to come up with a
profile of rapists when he Is asked by

ed,

ake, north of 11

“You get an indicaticn of a person
based on what they say to the victim,
the time of day, the sex act involved
and the sequence, and what he does
afterward,” Wood said.

A scant profile of the rapist, who
last struck Jan. 26 in Blrmingham,
has been released by police.

He is soft-spoken, wears a ski
mask and carries a knife. He's been
described as white, about 5 feet 11,
wlth a thin to medium build, Many of
the victims have also been robbed,
one has been cut with the knlfe. Po-
lice belleve the victims have been
statked, most being attacked In thelr
homes or garages,

.
THE LACK of Information Is In-

local pollce depa He would
not specifleally profile the rapist in
the Incidents reported in Birming.

West
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realize their patential

A few hours o week can help your child
imprave weak study skills and gain the.
Educational Edge '

Our testing pinpoints problems and we
1utor in reading, phonics, study skills,
math and SAT prep to help siudents
m all grades do better in schiool
Caltand fet us help your

child break the Fatlure Chain.

4 Reasons
for failure

* weak basic shilly
 frustrated with

confidence
* no motivation

' Break the failure chain.

DATA 8YSTEMS
THE HUNTINGTON SERVICES, INC.
LEARNING CENTER™ Middiebelt st 14 MUs R,
£ 1987 tuntingson Learning Centers, toc. Farmlngton Hills

ham, p, Wes
Bloomfleld and Farmington Hills,
since he has not spoken to pollce
about them.

IN CASES LIKE thls, Wood said,
“The raplst usually uses the same
M.O. (method of operation). It's
something that works over and over,

<)

Your chyid may be smarter than his or her grades 47
show Our cerilied teachers help children of all g\ QS\V and It's the same fantasy or dream
ayes overenme frustranon and failure, and ol he has.”

Once Wood gets all avallable In-
formatlon about a series of sex at-
tacks — including the age of victims,
type of weapon, how he treats them
and what he says during the attacks
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iona), according to Bloomfield
Township pelice Lt. Jelfrey Werner.
“It's just gotten to the point now,
every bit of Information that gets
into the newspaper hurts the case,”
he sald.

Yet, Werner adds, “Some of the
publicity has brought In information
that we haven't had before.”

Rumors about the police closing in
on a suspect are not true, Werner
sald Wednesday, “There is not an ar-
rest Imminent. I know there’s been a
lot of speculation. There’s no new
breaks.”

Some press reporis have suggest-
ed the rapist might be a student or
someone who was out of the area
during the summer since several
sexual attacks d last April

and May, then started agaln Jast fall,
with ene in September, one in Octo-
ber, two at once In November and
one in January.

“We can see no tie-ins as far as
dates or time or place, that's one of
the strange things,” Wemner sald.
“There doesn’t seem to be any spe-
cifle pattern, That's why we're not
sure I's been one person.”

The age range of victims, from
tecnagers to mid 40s, gives support
to the theory there is more than one
rapist, Lt. Wood said,

Prosecutor

Cenlinued from Page 1

At the réquest of police, Con.
sumers Power has n  asked
through its “Eyes and Ears” pro-
gram to be on the lookout for any-
thing susplclous relating to the series
of rapes. Power company employees
with radio-dispatched vehicles are
part of the program.

“We want to lend whatever asslst-
ance we can to the police depart.
ment o that the person responsible
for these horrifylng crimes is
brought to Justice,” sald RK.
Drueke, dlstrict manager for the
utility,

Also related to the investigation,
the Oakland County Chamber. of
Commerce sent out a press release
reminding area residents of the

's “Sllent Observer

Police lieutenant profiles rapists

“YOU WOULD ALMOST think
(it's more than one), that's such a
wide age varlance” Wood sald.
“Generally raplsts will rape about
thelr age group or younger.”

However, he sald, whea much old.
er women are attacked, the rapist is

tiestia

almost always in his teens, and it's .

his flrst sexual experlence,

The attacker Is soft-spoken and,
reportedly, has been apologetic lo
his victims. Based on that, Lt
sald, “He's probably not a hardened

criminal, He probably hasn't been in |

prison.

aids probe

Reward” program.
ANYONE WITH Iu(urmntlo‘ n

Wood ..

about the sexual assaults Is eligible

for a $1,000 reward if his or her tip
leads to arrest and conviction of the
criminal,

The informant should call the po.
lice in the area where the erime oc-
curred and identily himsel or her.
self as a “silent cbserver.” Police
will tell the caller how to proceed.
al:: Identity of the caller will be pro-

At a meeting thls week, the
Bloomfield Township Unlted Home
Owners Associatlon is expectled to
approve a $2,500 reward, according
toits presld;l;t, Hyatt Eby. Eby Is

er groups or the city commission to
r‘na:;ls the amount to bring It up to
5.000.
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FASHION SHOW

February, 24, 7 p.m.
Second Floor, Livonia
View our spring/summer
collection of bridal
gowns, dresses for
bridesmaids, mothers of
the bride and groom.
And receive information
on our Bridal Services.
Use Six Mile entrance.
R.S.V.P. 591-7696,
extension 233.

DRDAL GIFT

e We'd like tohelpyou keépmore
of what you make by making sure Etm )]QT
you pay Ihe lowest taxes possible We invite you
“Togetour FREE brochure, How to reglstor
To Keep More of What You ’”imm
Make, mall the coupon or call us. p 3
1t just might be the best thing you
do foe yourself today. .
L Hayes Grooms, 111, CP.A.
o[ repena Grooms & Montgomery, P.C.
[ Certificed Publle Accountants
: First Center Office Plaza
5 ot Nababon, 26911 Northwestern Hwy., Ste, 300
Southfield, MI 48034
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