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Shopping center
nearer to reality

By Marie Chostnoy
staft weiter

Most of the obstacles to buliding a
shopping center in the Eight Mile-
Farmington area appear to have
falien.

On Aprit 6, the Livonta City Coun-
cil will vote whether 10 override the
planning commissien’s recommend-
ed denial and approve the 118,000-

:square-fool  Northridge Commons
Shopping Center on the south side of
:Eight Mile between Farmington and
Gill.

In December, the comission. elting
traffic concerns on Eight Mile,

*turned down the project.

I AT A council committee meeting
:Wednesday, Jane Comstock, spokes-
-woman for arca residents, sald the
“developer, Nelson/Ross Companies
of Farmington Hills, has gone the ex-
tra mile in selving tratiic problems
and easing the concerns of residents
who live near the center.

“They've been anxious to please
us," Comstock sald. “We would hate
to sec it turned down now and some-
thing less go In there.”

Council members Ron Ochala,
Dale Jurcisin and Laura Toy raised
two new Issues at Wednesday'
meeting, Considering vacant super-
market buildings now in the city, all
three asked whether it is
build another supermarket in [
nia, The shopping center tncludes a
47,000-square-foot  supermarket:
drug store combination.

“That’s what {reedom of the mar-
-ketplace is all about,” said Nelsen:
-Ross spokesman David Nelson. He

also sajd there is no other grocery
*storc on Eight Mile between Hagger-
-ty Road and the Redford border.

Comstock said she 1alked to area
restdents after the meeting, and they
“welcome the supermarket.”

“We were a little surprised they

" raised the question. But I can under-
* stand councll’s concerns,” she said.
“They have to look at Llvonia as a
whele and ask, ‘How many grocery
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stores can Livonia absorb?' Councll
is looking at the Instability indicated
n the economy. They're looking at
the overall pletere.”

Toy also wanted assurance that
Nelson/Ross would put a “proper
mix" of tenants In the center so that
their products and services wouldn't
overlap,

TALKS BETWEEN the developer,
the city, residents and Wayne and
Oakland countics have ted to the {ol-
lowing commitments:

® Nelson/Ross Mll foot the bill
for the engineering work needed to
{tnprove and widen Eight Mile from
Farmington Road to about one-quar-
ter mile past Gllt Road.

® Wayne County and Livonia witl
pay for a traffic light at Eight Mile
and Gill roads,

@ Nelson/Ross will build a wall
around the shopping center hlgher
than five fect.

@ Shopping center lights will be
dirceted inward, not outward, lo
shicld restdents from thelr glare.

® More trees will be planted for
additional landscaplng.

“We have met every requitement
that you have asked for,” Nelson told
the council Wednesday.

In a March 23 letter to the council,
the Farmington Downtown Develop-
ment Authority withdrew its objec-
tion to the shapplng center. The DDA
believed the center could hinder ef-
forts to rejuvenate Farmington's
nearby downtown area, The project
site is less than two miles from
downtown Farmington,

In her letter, DDA exccutive di-
rector Wendy Strlp Sittsamer sald
the DDA had since discovered a
court order requires commercial de-
velopment on the slte,

Back in the Jate 1870s, a developer
took the city to court when the city
wouldn't approve a major mall for
the site, The court, in a consent Judg-
ment, ruled that the portion of the
land now owned by Nelson/Ross
must be developed for commercial
use.

Hills to monitor cleanup

By Joanno Mallszewski
slall writor

Farmingten Hills offlclals want
manufactured housing  builder
Howard Keating to continue clear-
ing up problems with ditching,
roads, drainage and grading in the
Nine Mile-Middlebelt arca.

The Immedlate hold on permits
for new Keating houses in Farm-
ington Hllls, and further Inspec-
tions on cxlsting houses, should not
interfere with the city councli's re-
quest that he clear up problems
that prompted nearby residents to
complaln, asslstant city manager
David Call said.

“We have not told-him he can't
work," Call said. “We want him to

continue to work so he can clean
wp.”

KEATING COMMUNITY
Homes has two new, unoccupled,
manufactured houses on Karen
Place at Nine Mile and flve expect-
od on Elm Grove, north of Nine
Mile.

report Is expected to be issued
to the clty councll April 11 docu-
menting  Keatlng's progress on
cleaning up his work sites. The
council can make a declsion on
whether to continue the restric-
tions or drop them, Call said.

“It would be up to him (Keating)
to prove to the clty council so they
are comfortable he will take actlon
in the future to prevent problems,”
he sald.

City staff [s scheduled to inspect
hls houses next week to determine
Keating's progress in cleanup. Call
sald cily staf( also will be checking
other bullders’ houses In the arca,
“Who's to say they (other bulld-
crs) aren't causing problems. He
(Keating) Is being brought to the
forefront because of hls houses on
Karen Place. This was dlrected at
Keatlng because he's the one who
got complaints,” Call said.

THE CITY councll last week put
a hold on new building permits and
restricted inspections for Keating's
cxisting homes, following a bar.
rage of complaints from residents
in the Nine Mile-Middlebelt area.

Resldents and city offlelals com-
plained of problems with torn-up

roads, blocked dralnage dltches
and roads blocked by construction
equipment, Keatlng also is charged
with violating noise ordinances as
well as after-hours and Sunday
constructlon ordinances.

Keating denled all complaints.
Following the council’s action last
week, Keatlng sald from his
Bloomfield Hills office that he was
upset that restrictions were placed

. on him when there are other bulld-

ersin the area,

“Qther than normal construction
what have I done wrong?” Keatlng
asked, .

He sald that as far as mud and
road problems, “I can’t help that.
We've gone out there and corrected
problems.”

ACT-SAT

Thinking about taking the ACT or SAT test?
Individualized instruction is now available so you
can improve your score.

Call 398-0116

Also tutoring in all subjects (your home)

Testing

after 4 p.m.
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- Onayea $60.00
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DATA SYSTEMS
SERVICES, INC.

A
PC TRAIKING FOR EVERYONE
+ Intro101he PC.
* Word Procesaing
 Sproadaboets
+ Deskiop Publishing
+ And Much Moro

24543 INDOPLEX CIRCLE
FARMINGTON HILLS, M148331
(313) 478-8485

“Maximizing productivty at minimum cost™

vacathn, mom |
HCR ealtheare

medicaluttention she nueds,
visita other residents,
and feelssecure and
comfvrtable

fsomeone you liwe
needsshon
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the HCR
closest 1
fined out

Call for
reservations
today!

29270 Morlock

Livonia, MI 48152
476-0550

University Convalescent
& Nursing Home

28550 Five Mile Road
Livonia, M1 48154
427-8270

“This year we're [

taking separate

Dorvin Convalescent Center

Plymouth Court
Health Center

105 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, M1 48170
466-0510

HCR
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NOT JUST A BODY BUILDING GYM
: NOT A SOCIAL CLUB
e BUT A TOTAL Fitneas Empine

JOIN FOR ONE YEAR
$2400 peg vonTH

a6 MONTHS FREE

NAUTILUS - AEROBICS WHIRLPOOL
UNIVERSAL SWIMMING POOL AEROBICYCLE
BODY MASTER STEAM SAUNA COMPUTER ROW
OLYMPIC FREEWEIGHT ~ ARIZONA SAUNA TANNIN

OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 1, 1988

427-7300
17235 MIDDLEBELT
(ONE BLOCK NORTH OF 6 MILE)

COMPLETE CO-ED
- FACILITIES
MON-FRI 7AM-10PM
SAT 9AM-4PM

(;/ .

fome to our Spring Party on Saturday, April 2, 11 a.m.,
Children's Department, ‘Livonia. We'll have graat. fun with
an egg hunt and a puppet show, too. And be sure to -
* bring your Easter baske: for special treute trom the

Easter bunny. For reservations, call 591-7898, ext. 263,
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Jacobson's
Shop until 8 p. mA‘on Thursday and Fmday ’
Until 8 p.m. ..on Monday, Tuesday, WBdnasdsy and Sar.urduy v
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