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Johnny Allen went into labor to
deliver his first LP,

‘The hard-driving rocker from
Westland took jobs as a construc-
tion workor, an office cleck and 2
painter in order to foot the
$12,000 bill for the release of
“Desperate Years,” a stunning

Bluesmen talk about hard
times. But Allen's trek to becom-
Ing a promising rock and roll per-
lormer wasn't exactly a cake-
‘wal

Far awhile, Allen slept In a va-
cant office floor of a condemned
theater bullding in the Grand
Cireus Park area of downtown
Detroit. He rented the offlce floor
{for $90 for eight months, His stay

asted only four months.

“It was terrible,” sald Allen,
24, who moved out after his
equipment was stolen, “J- got
jumped and had a knife pulled on
me. It madn for some good songs,
though.”

The vacant floor also served as
the launching pad for Johany Al-
len and his band, The Appeal.
Somehow, Allen managed to get
the electricity turned on s0 he
could rchearse with his band

“Attitude,” a five-song EP, in
1984, “Attitude" sold 600 coptes.

members.
Allen and The Appeal released

Johnny Allen isn't trying to rip oft Bruce Springsteen or John Cougar Mellencamp with photos|
fike this. It's just “the way I look,"” he says.

Allen puts in ‘hard labor’
:for his ‘Desperate’ album

Allen, obviously, expects better
this time around. He has good
reason. “Desperate Years” 1s full
of well-penned, punchy hard-rock
twnes,

All of which was Allen’s goal. A
lot of time and money went into
producing the album. Allen want-

*ed todo it right.

BUT THERE were times of
doubt, he adm

“I was getu::ga lot of feedback
from working all those cruddy
Jobs,”* Allen said, “In the end, I
had to keep remembering, ‘Hey
I'm dnlng this for a reason. I have
agoal

“A lot of times I would say,
‘Hey this is too much. I can't han-
dle It.’ That fecling would be gone
in a half hour. I would fight it by
picking up my guitar and writ-
ing"

Allen is also bucking another
trend. He's playlng hard rock
smack dab in new musicville —
Hamtramck.

He'’s having relative success.
Crowd response, for the most
part, has been favorable.

Although some might tend to
turn thelr nese up at it, a majori-
ty of patrons like his straight-
ahead approach to rock and roll,
The music fits his no-holds.
barred, tell-it-like-it-Is personall-

1y.
‘To Allen, there's no other way.

A glance at the album cover
might give the impression Allen
Is trying to cop a Bruce Springs-
teen or John Cougar Mellencamp
image. One album pholo hus him
walking. down a rallroad track
with a guitar slung over his back.

“It's not llke I'm ripping off
Bruce Springsteen or John
Cougar,” he said. “I just happen
to look the way I Jook; The sound
is a lot harder rock . . . It'snot a
problem. I don't worry about it.”

‘THE BIG concern is getting the
album proparly distributed, Allen
sald these’s already some interest
from a few reeord labels.

Also Allen Is busy working with
the naw llneup for the Appeal; his

MUSIC NOTES

1It's here. Finalty, the & fted

“Digital Detroit” comp:\ct dise s
avallable at arca record outlets.
. Bob Crane of the Creative Audio
Group in Troy has managed to
gather some of this arca’s best met-
al, hard rock, new music and country
rock acts on CD.

Some nuggets here include songs
by Funhouse {“Industrial Noise"),
Figure 4 (“Man in the Mirror”) and
See Dick Run {“Good Thing)."

Fans of heavy metal will take to
the offerings from Vikon {"Shape I'm
In") and Weapons (“The Rock Starts
Here!") as well, The hard rock crowd
s represented by The Hose Band,
Room Service and Trinity.

The Hose Band's “Don't Stand in
My Way'" has been receiving alrplay
on WLLZ-FM, which helped sponsor
the dise, The rock station has been
playing cuts from “Digltal Detroit™
regularly.

Crane's goal was to have some-
thing for everyone.

“Like the four major food groups,
we have the four major rock
groups,” sald Crane, executive pro-
ducer of “Digital Detroit.”

Plans include distributing the dise
to Europe and throughaut the United
States. Around here, “Digital De-
troit” can be found at Harmony
House record outlets, Rock of Ages
in Garden City, Dearborn Music and
Sam's Jams.

The last in a series of Rag Jams

IN CONCERT

write to: Jam
Rax. Box 20076, Ferndale.

Speaking of live gigs, WRIF-FM is
offering frec concerts at the Ritz,
Gratiot north of Nine Mile Road,
Roseville. On Wednesday, April 6,
Tonio K will perform. On Friday,
April 8, Mltch Ryder will perform.
Free tickets for the Mitch Ryder
show are available at Car Tunes
outlets. Ticket information on the
Tonio K show can be obtained by
calling WRIF at 827-1111. The shows
are open to peaple 18 and older.

See Dick Run is on the run of late.
‘These fellas have been keeplng a
busy schedule. In addition 10 a slew
ol‘ dates (Hamtrasack Pub, April 9;

Bob Crane has managed a
coup, of sorts, with is “Digital
Detroit* compact dise re-
lease.

will take place Friday, April 8, at
the Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Caniff, of{
1.75. In A Sense will perform at 10
p.m. followed by Shouting Club at 11
p.m. and The Wires at midnight.
Funhause will round out the evening
festivities, taking the stage at 1 am.

Money raised wlll go toward a
new printing press for The Jam Rag,
a locally produced magazine focus-
ing on the Detroit music scene. Sub-
seriptlons are $6 for 15 lssues, For

ks, April 23; Lil¥'s 21, May 7:
and Third Avenue, May 21), the band
is busy recording a new album. Orig-
inal plans for a six-song EP have.
been discarded for a full-length al-
bum, which is scheduled to be re-
leased during the summer.

Also, the group recently won the
monthly portion af WRIF's “Local
Riffs" program and will be on the
station’s compilation album at the
end of the year. Also, the group is on
the “Digital Detrolt” compaet dise.

Let us know what's huppening
with your band, drop us a line at:
Street Beats, Obscrver & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.

'
® SINEAD O'CONNOR

Sinead O'Connor will perform
‘Wednesday, April 6, at St. Andrew’s
Hall, 431 Congress, Detroit. For
more informatlon, call 961-6358.

® HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform Wednes.
day, April 6, at the Hamtramck Pub,
2048 Caniff, off 1.75, Hamtramck.
Far more informatlen, call 365-3760.
® AK.A

AK.A. will perform Wednesday
through Saturday, April 6-9, at
Joggers, 3481 Ellzabeth Lake Road,
Walerford Township. For mere In-
formation, call 681-1700.

® ROOK

Rook wili perform Wednesday
though Sunday, April 6-10, at Studlo
Lounge, Wayne Road south of War-
ren, Westland,

® ROBYN HITCHCOCK

Robyn Hltcheock and The Egyp-
tlans will perform Thursday, April 7,
at St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 Congress,
Detroit. For more informatlen, call

CD

SAF A NCINNOR

Blind Pig, 208 First, Ann Arbor, For
more Informatlon, call 996-8555.

® SEE DICK RUN

Sec Dick Run will perform Satur-
day, April 9, at the Hamtramek Pub,
2048 Canltf, off 1-75. For more infor-
matlon, call 365-9760.

® MEN WITHOUT HATS

Men Without Hats will perform
Saturday, Aprit 9, at St. Andrew's
Hall, 431 Congress, Detroit. For

961-6358.

- @ ARTIE WOLFF AND T’HE

PACK )

Artie Wolll and The Pack will per-
form Friday and Saturday, April 8-9,
at Grifi’s Grill, 49 N. Saginaw,
tlac. For more Information, call 334-
9292,

® GEORGE BEDARD AND THE
KINGPINS

George Bedard and the Kingpins
will perform Friday, April B, at the

COLLEGE

more call 961-6358.

® JUGGLERS AND THIEVES
Jugglers and Thieves will perform

Saturday, April 9, Third Avenue

Cafe, Third and Main, Roya) Oak.

® JONATHAN RICHMAN

Jonathan Richman and the Mod-
ern Lovers will perform two shows
at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. Thursday,
April 14, at The Ark in Ann Arbor.
For more Informatlon, call 99-MU-
SIC.

CHRISTIAN

backup band. With the
of Stu Simon on gultar and David
Jasmund on bass, the lineup Is
different from the one that
played on the album.

As the frontman, Allen knows
there's more at stake, He said It's
ateam effort.

“It's luxmy." he said, "I don't
look at myself as an individual or
a solo performer, I see a leader of
a band. I don't put myself above
the band. , . . I'm Jucky I landed
with these guys.” .

Johnny Allen twill perform
along with the Junk Monkeys
Sa(uvdau.Apnl 9,at Harposin
Detroit, For more m!m-muuan.
call 823-6400.

REVIEWS

Here are the top 10 selling com-
pact discs at Musicland in the Livo-
nia Mall. .

1, “Dark Slde of the Moon,"- Pink
Floyd.

2. “Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club
Band,” Beatles,

3. “Eagles Greatest Hits 1971-75,"

Eagles.
4. "Listen Like Thieves,” INXS.

5. “Live Bullet," Bob Seger.
G. “Momentary Lapse of chscn
Pink Floyd.
T Nelhlng Like the Sun,” Sting.
6. “Mad Man Across the Water,” EI-
ton John. .
9, “Every Breath You Take,”" Police.
10. “Once Bitten;” Great White.

Here are the top 10 songs being
played on WORB-FM 90.3, the cam-
pus radio station at Oakland Com-
munity College Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus in Farmington Hills.

1. "Yashar,” Cabaret Voltalre.
2. "kGlobe of Frogs," Robyn Hitch-

cock.

3, “Dead Heart,” Mignight Ol,

4, “Interstate,” Jet Black Factory.
5. “Inslde Qut,”" Mighty Lemon
Drops.

6."Victoria,” The Fall.

7. “Looking for Lot 49, Jazz Butch-

er.

8. “Kldney Bingo.* Wire,

9, “Tower of Strength,” Mission UK.
10. “Destruction,” The Church. ,

Here are the top 10 songs receiv-
ing airplay on WMUZ-FM 1035, a
Christian radio station in Detroit.

ys,” CeCe Wi
( “Gettin’ Ready,” Terri Gibbs.

5. “Sing Over Me,” 2nd Chapter of
Acts.
6. “Heart and Soul," Geoff Moore.
7. *Make This Praise Glorious,” San-
di Patti.

8."1S5ee Lave,” Renee Garcla.
9. “A Little Broken Bread,” Debby

Boone.
10. “"How Much Love,"” Allies.

DIESEL AND
DUST

— Midnight Qil

* Not often do pouuu and music
mix, Midnight Ol manages to pull it
off, and pull it off well they do,

en & n-to the' right of
Reagan can appreciate the massive
anti-nuclear beat of Midnight Oil on
“Diesel and Dust” (Columbla). There
are anthoms, there are lullables, But
more than anything, there’s plenty of
good music here,

From "Beda Are Burnlng" to “Ar-
tic World,” lho poliucal overtones
are obvious,

“Beds Are Burning” is a catchy,
yet quirky number, which features
the rather grinding vocals of Peur
Garrett. The number has recelved a

t of
alrplay, uuuu a n.lmo for Midnight
Ol in these parts.

‘In Australla, they're ll “‘Ausals
fied" a1, well, koala bears drinking
Fnlttr’l Lager. Garrett, the bald-

T

headed leader of Midnight Oll, even
ran for political office in Australla.
Garrett polltics here. But the maln

thrust on “Diesel and Dust” is the
musle. This band has played together
for awhilo and it shows.

The tightness can be heard In eve-
y song, especlally In the rather pop
sounding “Put Down That Weapon”
and “Dreamworld.”

“Dreamworld” features enough
hooks to make it a follow-up hit to
“Beds Are Burning” on commercial
radlo. Although the messaga is bleak

“Your dream world is about to

d" the song hu an upbeat melo-

B conu-ut. selections llke "Artic
Wnrld are stark, featuring Garrett
singing to a lone plano, There's a
nlce mixture here of material.
Above all else, it's well-pollshed.

«=- Larry O'Connor

FOXHEADS
STALK THIS
LAND

— Close Lobsters

The youth unemployment problem
In Europe is starting to rear Its ugly
head over here.

With little to do, these boys with-
out work are plcking up gultars to
pass the time. As a result, there's an
cndless lize of gultar bands origina.
ting from there who bomb us contin-
ually with bland pop music. We al-
ready have Madonna, thank you.

Add Close Lobstera to the list. On
“Foxheads Stalk This Land” (Enig-
ma), tha album opens with some
uplifting sonic x\dur work on “Just
‘Too Bloody Stupid.”

Promising, yes. Upbeat melodic
pop, you bet. Except Close Lobsters
have decided one sonlc gultar line is
all one needs to make an album, The
musle s mired in one continual
dirge.

The mumbling vocals on this al-
bum can best be described as sound-
ing ke Herman's Hermits with bad

colds. One rather unforgettable num-

ber digresses to the point where the
boy: break ocut in a chorus of “yeah,
ycah, yeah,” Another highlight is the
grinding guitar feedback provided in
“Mother of God,” the last song on the
album. If anything, this is a publlc
service gesture, If one falls asleep
during the album, the snarling guitar
will at least wake them up and let
them know the album s over.

“Foxheads Stalk This Land," ac-
cording to the press releas , was
rmrd in a “mere 15 frenetic

ys.” Geez, could have fooled us,

.ludglng by the depth of material

here, It sounds like it was done in 15
minutes.

1f anything, Close Lobsters need to
develop a little more depth and ver-
satility. Until they do, Close Lobsters

willbea nnvelty at best.
— Larry O'Connor

DESPERATE
YEARS

. —Johnny Allen

Johnny Allen {s testament to the
beliel if you're going to do some-
thing, do it right.

Johnny Allen does here. And this
album shines because of it.

This Is a well-produced, well-writ-
ten and well-performed album from
the word go.

One reviewer called it a cross be-
tween John Cougar Mellencamp and

‘ Bruce Springsteen. Perhaps that's

ovmnuu It @ bit. This has more of
a hard rock feel than compared to
those great artists,

Allen goes with' straight-ahcad
rock and roll, accented with guitar

songwTiting. There are very few
rock and roll cliches here. Sure, he
sings about love in “He's Love
Again,” But it sounds like nothing
‘ever heard before,

Only one demeanor point here,
though, and that's with the hearty

“Come on™ Allen shouts before
launching into “Tears.” It sounds a
1lttle too much like a jingoistic cry.

“Deal Me In” is a slow acoustic
number that s highlighted with
some soaring sax and flute work by
Paul Jobannes.

“Bare Feet in the Snow" adds a
twist to what otherwise would be a
mindless hard rock love tune.
Years," the title track -

licks that are without
being tedious. Too “often, hard rock
tavens do guitar riffs just to hear
themselves. Not here. The guitar
lines serve only to highlight the mu-
sic, not dominate it,

Allen’s strength lies mainly in bis

from the album, and “Walting for 2
Change” both have hit potential,
Both numbers have a catchy melody
that will stick in your car as will the
rest of this album.

— Larry O'Connor



