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By Dan O'Moara
staff writer

When Farmington Hiits Merey be-
came one of elght softball teams stll)
alive in the state tournament last
season, the Marlins raised a few eye-
brows and stlrred talk about their
1988 potentlal.

Merey pounded regional host
Haze) Park In its first game and
nearly defeated highly-regarded
Garden Clty in the final. A win would
have put them In the state semis,

The Marling, who were 19-9 and
tied with Blrmingham Marian for
second place In the Central Dlvision
of the Catholle League, retutn all but
one starter from that team, and they
are seiting their goals high.

Suzanne Brown begins her third
year as Mercy's coach, and the
team's 15 seniors have been under
her tutelage for that long.

“IF THEY DON'T do it now,
there’s not much else I can teach
them,” Brows said.

Her {Irst year as coach, when she
set out to teach softball fundamen-
tals and expand her players' concep-
tion of the game, may have come as
a “shock™ to some.

‘The Marlins began putting into
practice what they had learned last
year, and this season, with a veteran
team in camp, could be the year
Mercy puts it 21 together,

“It's thelr turn to show me what
they've learned and how they're
golng to use it,” Brown sald. “Not to
put pressure on them, but they know
what we're thinking."”

Mercy's gonl is t0 go a step farther
than it did last year and advance to
the Flnal Four In the state tourna-
ment, Brown said.

In additlon, the Marllns, who open
today with a home double-header
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agalnst Allen Park Cabrini at-4 pm.,
are aiming to win all of thelr league
games, replace Harper Woods Regl-
na as the divislon champ and cap-
ture thelr flest Catholic League tltle.

IN ITS EFFORT to reach those
goals, Mercy has one of the area's
best pltchers heading the list of re-
turning players, junior Amy Edward,
She had all of the '87 decisions and
was named to the second-leam Ob-
server honor squad.

“I have her throwing every
game,” Brown said. “We have a cou-
ple back-ups but no one tike her.”

Edward’s ability is not restricted
to the mound. She ts more than capa-

hor

Marcoux will start in the outficld for the Rald-

ble with the bat and is probably Mer-
cy's leading hitter, certainly its best
power hltter.

“I've never seen a glrl hit the ball
as hard as Amy,” Brown sald. “She
hardly ever hlits singles. She's defi-
nltely an all-round ballplayer.”

Jenny Goff, a 6-foot sophomore,
could develop into a fine pitcher, too,
but she’ll play on the junior varsity
where she can do Just that since Ed-
ward has shown she can handle all of
the pltching. Freshman Maureen
Pavlin also can plich, but will be
used as a varsity outflelder,

*“{GOFF) WILL throw with more
speed than Amy, but she docsn't
have the repertolre of pitches Amy
does,” Brown sald.

Complementing Edward’s experl.
ence on the mound is senior Nlcki
Frascr, who was the catcher on the
All-Observer team last yecar. Her

forte is defense, and she is quick on
the bases, Brown said,

Junlor Lisa Cook, a third-year var-
sity player, Is a stronger hitter and
wlll get playing time behind the
plale and also be vsed as the desige
nated hitter,

‘The Marlins return thelr second-
and-short combination of senlors
Molly McWood (second base), who
was an honorable mention all-stater,
and Kristin Orlandon! (shortstop).

Orlandeni, the leadoff person, bat-
ted .300 and Is a Hne-drive type of
hitter, McWood, who was second In
the order last year, s a good bunter,
quick on the bases and the team
sparkplug, Brown sald.

BROWN MAY rearrange her bat-
ting order to get more run produc-
tlon. Too often last season, Orlandeni
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Foursome of veterans central
to North’s diamond campaign

By Dan O'Moara
stalf writer

North Farmington baseball eoach
Trv Horwitz wlil bulld hls 1988 team
around a nucleus of four returning
starters, a group that Includes junior
Joe Sturtz.

Horwliz is hoping for a blg year
from Sturtz, who carncd all-Lakes
Divislon honors alter hitting 415
with 15 runs batted in and three
homers as a sophomare,

“If he has the year he had last
year, he's going to be one of the pre-
mler hitters around,” said Horwitz,
adding he belleves other leams wlll
try to pitch around the tcam's center
ficlder,

The S-foot-10, 185-pound Sturiz
wlll bat third in the order again, and
Horwitz plans to put strong hitters
such as senlor Scott Simon, another
of the key returnees, on clther side of
him to give opponents something to
think about I they hope to avold
Sturtz’s bat.

“HE'S GOING TO be a good one,”
Horwitz added. “I think bie's going to
be college material.”

Sturlz, who was a leadoff hitter
and hit clght home runs on the JV
team before belng called up to the
varsity, also led the team with 19
runs scored, watked 11 times and
had 22 hits In 53 at-bats and pro-
duced & .625 on-base percentage.

Simon, who returns at shoristop,
hit 323, scored 11 runs, drove in
tive, and both of his home runs came
in the same game against Walled
Lake Central.

The Raiders, who were 5-12 last

Trying for two

Marlins would like to add track honors

By Dan O'Moara
statf writer

Coach Gary Servais would like to
see his Mercy girls track team do
the same as the cross country squad
did Jast October: win the Catholic
League champlonship.

In hls first year as coach of the
1all sport, Servals guided the Marlins
Lo such helghts, and he will try to do
the same in track after spending last
year coachlng the Berkley boys tcam
and the previous four directing
Harper Woods Reglna's squad.

That might be asking a lot slnce
Redford Bishop Borgess and Dear-
born Divine Child have dominaled
the league meet In recent years, but
third place would be a realistic goal
for Mercy, according to Servals.

The Marlins, who were 4-3 in dual
meets and sixth In the league meet,
have their top cross country runners
out for track,.and three promising
freshmen help to make the dlstance
runs an especially strong area.

SENIORS MOIRA Kordel and
Barb Cheaney were second and 11th,
respectively, In league cross coun-
try. However, Kordel

We're pretty loaded in the sprints. Wa have *

. good ories, but
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Sophomore Brigitte Derry was an
important figure in cross country,
and Servais is high on a trio of track

. newcomers {hat includes Kathleen

Gerlgk, Heather Sullivan and Carrie
‘Walton, Gerigk has run & 5:44.0 mile.

“It depends on the teams we're
golng up against,” sald Servals of the
strength of his distance contingent.
“We can't compete with Ann Arbor
Ploneer (the state champ in cross
country), but we're pretty strong all
aver agalnst league teams, .

*“Distance will bs strong, and I've

never bad a team with this much
speed, We've got a lot of depth {40

and Cheaney (lllncss) have been
slawed In their preseason progress,
but both are expected to make key
contributions.

v

alhlates  par
many {reshmen and sophomores),

“We have to find events for every.
body and gyt the relay teams work-

ing together,” he added.
MERCY WILL BE just as good in

the shorter runs, too. Senlors Mi-
chelle Smith and Benita Brown an-
chor the 400- and 800-meter éeo?y

teams, and sophomore Kim

freshman Nikk! Glass and

track

most teams have one real good
{sprinter), but we have four or five
good ones.”

Gerlgk and Sullivan have turned In
2:36.0 and 2:40.0 times for 800 me-
ters, and Servais said Mercy's depth
glves him a lot of options from that
event on up.

has been

SEMERJIAN, WHO
- pursing an Injury, has reached 5 fect

in the high jump and 15 feet in the
long jump.

Sophomore Mary Beth Strand and

iho-
more Sue Meilo run the 100 l%l trio of freshinen provide depth in

sprints,

the high jump. Junlor Dana Woodley
and Strand are Mercy's best hur-

Besides being Mercy's best in the * dlers,

long jurmp and high
Caroline Semerjlan runs the

400; a3 well as the mila and 400 re-

lays. Mello, who gives the Marlins

two quality people In the 400 relay, |
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“We're pretty loaded In the
sprints,”" Servals sald. “We have
good ones, but we're not ou

“That'a eing to help m,m

Jump,- senior

The Marlins look to junlors
Sanders, the daughter of
former Detrolt Lions tight end Char.
1le Sanders, and Jeanette Turner, to
lead the way In the shot put and
Giaciuk * Wiiie can elther
cvent, Sanders hay thrown the zhot
33-8 and Turner the discus 90 feet.

Andy Drake is expected to bey
North's top pitcher.

year, have junlor Jerry Hakala bee
hind the plate and Vanoy Hill in the
outfleld again,

Hakala’s battlng average was
,265, and he collected 10 RBI and
scored elght runs, Hill, who moves
from right to left fic}d this year, hit
.320, had 16 hits and nine RBI and
scared seven runs.

“WITH STURTZ, Slmon and the
others, the hitting will be good, and
we'll be able to score some runs if
we can hold the other teams,” salid
Horwltz, referring to his concern
about lack of experienced pitching.

Senlor Todd Gesund, who played
behind Jerry Haight, takes over at
sccond base and will be a co-captain
along with Simon. In 29 plate ap-

pearances, he hit .31¢ and had five
RBL

Senior Greg Orman'also assumes
full-time duty at flrst base, and sen-
lor Mike Mackie, who played JV ball
last year, completes the starting In-
ficld at the hot corner,

Senlor Jay Marcoux, a varsity re-
turnee, takes Hill's place in right
fleld where he wiil have to contend
with fly balls on bright, sunny days.

Pltching is the big question mark
since North graduated Rick Karch-
er, who is on scholarship at Indlana
Unlversity, Rob Knapp and Mark
Taylor, The Ralders also lost Trent
iltner, thelr leading hitter a year ago
with a 466 average.

RIGHT-HANDED senfor  Andy
Drake, wha also can play third, will
be the No, 1 pitcher, He is the most
experienced, having worked 15 inn-
Ings and had one declslon and a save
last year,

Senfors Bob Bullach and Rick
Rachner, both right-handers, will
spend time on the mound, too. Bul-
lach pitched 13 innings on the var-
sity, and Rachner played for the JV

team.

“We'll have 2 fairly good defen-
sive taam, and if those guvs con
throw strikes we should do OK,”
Horwitz sald. “The key is for them to
get experience, but the season comes
and goes before you know it.

“I think we can surprise some peo-
ple If the pitching comes through,”
he added. “We're nol a contender
with John Glenn and Salem, but we
can be a spoller and knock off some
people If we get our confidence
going."

coach is confident
Hawks will do well

B M'uv.-y opens the Central Divislon
t acason Wednesd:
20, againk Regina, - :
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