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Bathing at home in beauty

It all started with the shower mas.
sage. Those pulsating, variable-speed
jets of water were the nearest most
people could get to the soothing, magic
water fingers of a Jacuzzi. And then
health club memberships prices sonred

and people were no longer content to

pay money to {eel good.

The home spa was born.

The first place the new spas showed
up was in e bathroom. Jacuzzi jets
beeame ‘available for tub installation,
turning ordinary baths into whirlpools.
In new condominiums and tuxury
apartments, spn-equipped bathrooms
b standard ities

From that humble "beginning, spa
fixtures began to take over until it be-
. came possible to build elaborate gym-
"bath compléxes featuring such things

os steam cabinets and prefabricated
sounas,

Some supremely water-conscious
types cven added such items as isola-
tion tanks — with their super-saturat.
ed and botanical baths to their water
closet wonderlands.

SPAS WERE IDEAL because they,
could be built anywhere indoors, so
long as the floor would support the ex-
tra weight.

Cabinet
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ware and complete the installation of
the doors, ’

Installing new drawer fronts in-
valves a similar four-step procedure:

1. Remove all drawers from cabinets
and take off all handles, knobs or
raised moldings. It is not y to
remove the existing -drawer fronts
themselves because the new solid onk
ones mount over the old ones. The re-
ptacement drawer fronts come in three

sizes which will accommodnte nearly

all drawer sizes.

HOMEFACTS -

a Would Americans rather
remodel than move?

But it took the invention of the all-
wood “Californin hot tub” to get peo-
ple out of the bathroom snd into the
backyard, Free.standing wooden tubs
have been in use for centuries in Asin,
but it took the Western world a little
longer to catch on to the benefits of a
long. luxurious sonk.

Taday hydrotheropy spas and hot
tubs account for a major portion of the
billion-dollar pool industry.

Like pools, they have evolved in
style, becoming more elaborate and re-
fined. It's not uncommon to see pool/
spa combinations that feature such
whimsical additions as waterfalls,
flower-draped decks and fountains,

Outdoor spas can be connected into
indoor living spaces with the use of
decking matenial, Antique tiles can be
salvaged from stores and building sites

about $2,000) . portables offer flexibili-
ty. You can move them {rom indoors
to outdoors or from one locution to an-
other,”

AMONG THE QUESTIONS you
aced to ask when considering a spa
purchase are:

® Where will it go? There are ad-
vantages to both indoor and outdoor
designs. You'll need to check building
code restrictions before installation,
and that may affect your fina! deci-
sion. Onc advantage to indoor spas is
that they can be enhanced with spe-
cial infrared and ultraviolet sun lamps
for winter use, .

One compromise to the in/out ques-
tion is solved by placing the spa in a
sotarium ur other semiopen structure
[ d. prefab rooms are avail-

. to give a spa a classical look. A more
modern dwelling might require con-
erete or birick to finish off the Jook.

The most popular spa size is 6 to 7
feet in dinmeter and 3 feet deep, which
makes it perfect for city dwellers
where space is at a premium.

If your lifestyle is a mobile one, you
might consider a portable spa rather

able from a variety of sources, Green-
houses have been adapted to this use.

® What style do you want? The ba-
sic choice i3 between the fiberglas
models and the atl-wood hot tubs. Fi-
berglass is generally casier to main-
tain, and it is insulated and will retain
heat longer. Otherwise, it’s a matter of
choice.
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Four Seasons’
Solar Greenhouse

An {deal solution to add space, Ught
and value to your home.
o SpaPBaclonures ® Frmlly Rooms

@ Kitchens ® DlaiogRooms
& Bathfooms 8 PatloRooms

Osustdoor Licing For A Lifetime™

Four Seasons Designh &
Remodeling Center

44809 CASS

than an “in-ground,” per one.
In addition to being less expensive (by

face-lift

2. Using a hand saw, cut off any lip .

or overhang on your existing drawer
fronts so that they are flush with the
sides, top and bottom of the drawer.,

3. Line up the new drawer front so
that it centers over the trimmed
drawer and covers the drawer opening
completely.

4. Apply the finish, then, from the
face side of the new drawer front, drill
holes so you c¢an attach new drawer
handles. In most instances the screws
used to attach the handles will be ade-
quate to secure the new drawer front
in place, C tete the i llation of
the drawer fronts. ’

ACCORDING TO MASONITE
Corp., which handles the refacing sys-
tem, the average kitchen is composed
of 15 cabinet doors and 11 drawer
fronts which take between 16 to 24
hours to reface and finish.

For the relatively few hours in-
volved, refacing may be the answer for
the dé-it-yoursell enthusinst. Another
advantage is less disruption to the nor-
mal everyday use of your kitchen.
While you are refacing your cabinets,
you still have the use of them, and
avoid the mess that comes when you
tear out your old ones and replnce}yithl
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. _HOW TOGETA

Brand New House

salution.

INTHE SAME OLD SPACE

Dv you enjoy where you currently bive but want the
luxuries found in a new hume!? Habitag, Inc. hasthe
Habitar, Inc. is solely dedicated to
complete home renovation and design, poing beyond
siding, roofing, Jecks or light remodeling. We wilt
tedesign your entire hume or just a room, transforming
your current house into the dream home youalways
anted.  Our professional designers will create better
— . living space, greenhouses, atriums, gourmet

kitchens as well as total
exterior conversions.
Call for a consultation
today! We will provide
custom designs,
schedules, budgets
and a total emkey
\Py conversion, Start
enjoying all the comforts of
anew home without leaving
yourold one, :
AN S, Lafayetie Ave.
Rayat Qak, MI 48067
Phone: 546-1066
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