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Historic schoolhouse breathes life into the past

By Janice Brunaon
staff writer

UBBLING WITH dellght and

keyed with excitement, 38

klndergarten students from

Wooddale Elcmentary

Schoal In Farmington Hills stepped

into yesteryear and attended school

for a day In the historic Miller
Schoal at Greenfield Village,

Decked out in togs remlniscent of
those worn by small fry a century
ago, the 5- and 6-year-olds qulckly
settled Into the business of readin’,
writin’ and ‘rithmetlc in a one-room
schoolhouse heated by a wood-burn-
ing stave {now replaced by a modern
furnace) and brightened with kero-
senc lamps (now electrifled).

“It’s an opportunlty to sce what
we have and what we don't have,
compared to then,” sald teacher Jer-
ry Pugh, a 23-year teaching vereran
who was taken aback when one
youngster asked Jf they had traveled
far enough back into time to when
Pugh was a child,

Miller School is a falthful replica
of the origlnal schoolhouse In East
Detrolt where Henry Ford once at-
tended school durlng the latter half
of the 19th century.

WITH THE front stoop swept,
drinking water pumped into a pail
and wood stacked at the foot of the
stove, lessons got under way March
31 with the help of teachlng asslstant
Betty Cale and five mother helpers,
including Marla Feldman.

Feldman's daughter, Katle, sat
next to Katie Weber In a two-seat,
hand-hewn wooden desk.

Nearby, Carrie Herrgott, wearlng
a matching dress, apron and bonnet -
sewn especially for the day, and Mir
iom Licberman, wearing a lacy
number first worn in an uncle’s wed-
ding, carefully printed numbers on
thelr slates,

“Doin' this" Is what Anthony Do-
mol said he liked best, polnting to his
slate. Ronald Chika liked “doing

Brian Kricger, dressed in pe-
riod clothes, listens as his
teacher, Jerry Pugh, explains
what school was like in the
days of one-room school-
houses.

stuff” best. Ryan Marsee ignored the
questlon, spelling his Jast name in-
stead and cxplaining, “It's like a
window.” .

1 work good here,” satd Tamara
Quintlert, decked out in her grand-
mother's red and white checked
apron that dragged the ground.

In keeping with the splrit of the
day, Michae) Pesmark was punished,
made to wear & dunce's cap and sit
on a tall stoo), much (o the delight of
others who giggled at the idea,

McGuifey's Eclectlc Readers,
19th century teaching materjals sup-
plied by Dearborn-based Greentield
Village, were handed out to students
who had been placed into three reads
ing groups representing different
grade levels, lending an alr of au-
thenticity to the one-room school ex-
perience. -
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This is what the interior of Miller School looks like. Farmington teacher Jerry Pugh is standing at

the head of her class,

“The big thrill was to be placed in
the second grade group,” Pugh said.

AT VOON, students unpacked
lunches like those carried by chil
dren long ago, jelly or meat sand-
wiches and fruit packed in baskets
and napkins.

Charles Nichol, wearing knlckers
and a cap, carried his great-, great-
grandfather’s tin tunch box, which
even has a compartment for coals to
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warm food during frosty winter
days.

Michac! Check passed out old-
{fashioned sugar cookies from an an-
tlque tln, prepared earlier that
morning by his mother.

Evan Garellk presented Pugh a

Period games like Ring Around
the Rosy and London Bridges were
played during recess. Students were
called back into the classroom by the
ringing of a large noisy handbell.

Lessons for the day concluded
with a spelling bee. Each child was
ith a b

large, shiny apple, promp! ellow
and red varities from half a dozen
others, Pugh immedlately launched
into an impromptu lesson on num-
bers and colors,

with a candy
decorated In yellow and black paper
resembling a bee.

After a tour of Cohen's Millinery
Shop and Wright's Cycle Shop In

Kelly McKeon and Michae!
Check (from lett) bring in
firewood for the wood-burn.
ing stove.

Greenfield Village, the group
climbed aboard schoo! buses for the
ride back to Farmington Hills,

Each student received a certifi
cate of attendance at Miller School,

TO PREPARE the young students
for thelr journey into the past, Pugh
encouraged them to share personal *
heritage through family antiques,
old pictures and treasures from the
past.

Not all, it was discovered, share
an American pioncer heritage, Seven
of Pugh's students are bi- and tri-lin-
gual and hall from Irag, Japan and
other parts of the world.

Jimmy Lala, for example, whose
mother, Zcnobia, accompanied the
students to Mhler School, comes '
from east Indla.

The onc-room schoolhouse is -
available for rent by any school !
group. Cost is $3.75 each for students -
and $7.50 each for adults. .

Inkwell provides news and in-
Jformation about Farmington-
area primary and secondary stu-
dents, The column appears
meonthly throughout the year as
part of the Observer's "School
Page.” Send news items to; The
School Page, Farmington Observ-
er, 33203 Grand River, Farming.
ton 48024. Include a telephone
number where @ contact person
can be reached during the day.

® WINKRING WRITER
Dunckel Mlddle School student
Ruth Ann Rolt earned second place
in the Michigan Future Problem
Solving Scenario Writing Program.
The win was a 3-year dream for
the Farmington Hills elghth grader,
— She compoted in
Division I, cover-
ing grades six
through nine, with
hundreds of other
students.  The
scenario takes the
form of a short
story, and is a pre-
diction of the fu-
ture written as
though the future

Ruth Ann Rott
Dunckel :
student

Is the present,

Rott will receive her award pla-
que at the Unlversity of Michigan in
Ann Arbor, Her scenario, with first-
and third-place finalists, will be the
Michigan entries In the National
Scenarlo Writlng Contest.

® MERCY A WINNER

Farmington Hills Mercy and Bir-
mingham Marian senior highs were
the two Oakland County schools
earning honors In ralsing student
awarencss of the dangers of drugs
during the *Big League Challenge:
Crackdown on Drugs” program.

The challenge was zponsored by
the Prosccuting Attorneys’ Associa-
tion of Michigan and wasz supj
by Detroit's professional sports
teams. Locally, students at both
Mercy and Harrison high schools
participated,

More than 120 schools from
Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Gene-
see counties participated in the pro-
gram that challenged schools to ini-
Uate drug awareness programs.

© HIGH ACHIRVER

The writing requirement for entry
to Katamazoo College was walved
for Farmington Hills Harrison High
School student Julle Reeker,

In considering umndinh the pri-

vate college In Western Michigan,
Reeker participate in an essay writ-
Ing competition.

“Because the level of competition
was very high, this represents a sig-
nificant achievement,” sald Kalama-
200 English professor Richard Stavig
in a letter to Harrison English teache
cr Kathy Nyberg.

® BUDDING POET

Laura Westberg, a fifth grader at
Forest Elementary , was awarded
first place in a poetry contest spon-
sored by the Poetry Soclety of Michl-

gan.

Entitled “Clowns,” the win
brought the Farmington Hills stu.
dent a $10 prize.

©® WOODDALE ACTIVITIES

Students and staff at Wooddale El-
ementary are gearlng up for a
month of activitles, from hosting vis-
itors to a spring concert.

Tomorrow, students will host
grandparents and other speclal
friends who are Invited to view the
school's selence exhibition,

A PTO variety show, vislt from a
bell choir, show by the Dunckel band
and cholr and an evening “spring
sing” are all scheduled for April.

® HIGH SCORES
Four Farmingtoen Hills Rarrison
High students participated in the

Examination last month.
Harrison had the highest Individu-
al and team school scores in the

finished in the top four percent of
more than 22,000 students compet-
ing in the the 31st Annua) Michigan
Mathematics Prize Competition.

Elghteen of his classmates also
tinished In the top 4 percent.

® POETLAUDED

A Farmington gifted eoordinator
was awarded first place in the 1988
Poet Hunt Competition sponsered by
Schooleraft Community College,
Livonia,

Barbara Rebbeck, who works at
Power Middle School and Larkshire
Elementary, received $100 for her
poem “Apples.”

Her winning entry will appear this
fall in The MacGuffin Magazine. She
was invited, with other winners, to
read her postry this week at School-
craft.

® ANIMAL ADOPTION

Longacre Elementary students
have completed an “adopt-an-ani-
mal” program for the Living Sclence
Foundalion of Novi,

Students carned money at home,
doing various jobs, to help pay for an
anlmal. The program ran from Feb.
22 through March 18,

® JOURNALISM STANDOUT

Farmington Hills Mercy High
School student Jennifer Burns was
named 2 national award winner in

school’s history. : Journalism.

Sentors Neal Blatt, David King,  , Burns will appear in the US.
Wes Wood and e James Achievement A s a
Cannon all participated. national publication.

® SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The Farmington Hills Harrison
High School Boosters Club held its
annual Scholarship Awards Competl-
tion in March, awarding cight schol
arships to students at the school.

Junior flute player Lisa Donovan
won a $200 scholarshlp.

Winning $100 scholarships were:
{reshmen Mellssa Rokoczy and Sara
Paul, both pianists; sophomores Jim
Cannon on alto saxophone, Shannon
McCormick on flute and Dina Zamc-
zyk on violl; and junfors Ron
Letwinskl on euphonium, and Sue
Kubat and Dawn Frembes, both on
flute,

Senlor violinist Jana Bolla will be
the featured performer at Harrison’s
final Symphony Band Concert this
spring.

Students are selected for the honor
based on academic feﬂomlme. ine
terest and aptitude, leadership quali-
tles, responsibility, enthusiasm, mo-
tivation to learn and Improve, citi-

.xenship, cooperative splrit,
“dependability and teacher recom-
mendation. -

She was nominated by her journal-
ism teacher, Robert Moore,

® NEW CHIEF

Donald Bemts, 53, superintendent
of Utica Community Schools, was
named last week as the new state su-
perintendent, His effective starting
date has not been determined,

Bemls becomes the 38th state su-
perintendent, replacing Phlllip
Runkel, who resigned May 1, 1987, to
aceept the presidency of Northwest-
ern_Michigan College In Traverse
City.

. Betnls serves on the Oakland Uni-
©® TOPS INMATH versity Board of Trustees, He also
Farmington Hills resident Steven served In 1937 as state chalr of the
a student at rican Soviet for Un-
k Kingswood School,

Hills Cranb

SMART LOOK
FOR MOMS-TO-BE

For carcer and
special occasions,
sophisticated dressing
by Libra Il. Back
button sweater with
print skirt and
malching pocket scarf.
Rayon. NavyAvhite.
P-S-M-L, $128,

Jacobson’s

SHOP UNTIL 9 P.M. ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
. Untit 6. p.m. on Monday. Tucsday, Wednesday and Saturday
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