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He’s not like
characters

he portrays
Continued from Page 7

The actor, who was bara in
Brooklyn and went to school at
Brown University, said he knows,
I look like a blue-collar warker.
Remember, Joe (of "Rhoda")
used-to demalish buildings.”

Mare recently, other TV roles
Groh played include an art dealer
in the movie “A Broken Vow."
and some guest shots, He also did
four or five of{-Broadway plays,

Now, be said, he's going back
home. to Westport, to be married,
His wedding date and birthday
are coming up on the same day:
May 21, His fiance, Karla, Is plan-
ning the wedding and looking for
a house for them.

Groh said, 1 just sold my house
on three prime acres in West-
port.” He would like to find a true
colonial, an 18th-century saltbox.
“I might get us a house and have
it moved.”

Actors can’t save playwright’s script

Performances of “Philemaon”
by Tom Jones and Harvey
Schmidr continue through Satur-
day at Lawrence Institute of
Technology in  Southfield. For
ticket information, call 469-7548
during business hiours.

The Maln Stage Theatre Guild
productlon of “Philemon,” directed
by C.J. Nodus, Is well-intentioned.
But the seript is such a sorry affair
that no amount of good intentions
can pull this ptay eut of the fire.

It's diffi- alt to believe that “Philo-
men"” was w-itten by Tom Jones and
Harvey Schmidt, the duo who gave
us the charming “Fantasticks" and
“I Do! I Do Jones and Schmldt
should put on their ruby red slippers,
clap thelr fcct together three times,
and return home to the 20th century.

In “Phllemon,” Jones and Schmidt
have meandercd back in time to an-
cient Rome to recreate the Passion
play. It takes real passien to do the
Passion of Chrlst. Thls version of the
story based {very loosely) on the leg-
end of Phllo Judaeus, a philosepher

from Alexandria, clrea 30 B.C., lacks
credibility as well as passion.

The flat script glves us a street
clown named Cocklan who practices
pimping, extortion and protection
rackets as a sideline. Cockian Is des.
palringly played by Mel Janney. In
Justice, I fall to sec how else Janney
could have played Cocklan, A thug
who turns Into a hit man and then

phrey Is a good-lookling, tall, young
man with a nice voice. I hope he Is
better cast in hls next venture.
Christopher McKenna, a healthy,
carnest young lad, plays his heart
out as Andos, the 18-year-old be-
lever who has sons or a pregnant
wife at varylng times. Andos is
starved and beaten as Philemon’s as-
sistant, and ItUs difficult to look at

of Kiki, the whore/clown, or why
Sarah Poretta wastes her sweet
voice on the part of Marsyas, the
sexy cellmate, or why Claudia Rog-
crs reads maudlin Iellu)!us as the Wite
(of anyone, apparently).
¢ And 1 confess 1 groaned when Ed
Boner, playing Servillus, says seri-
ously as he whips Cocklan and then
knifes him to death: *I was just
doing my job."

‘The enly thing I Jearncd was that
Boner's line weat back to 30 B.C. (I
thought we'd heard It too often). Lin-

Mosale robes would have been dis.
played to better advantage on the
walls of a muscum.

May the Maln Stage Theatre
Gulld, who gave us a smashlng “The
Gin Game" this season, give us the
productions they're capable of, next
season. Amen.

Helen Zucker has many pears
experience reviewing for news.
papers and magazines in Michi-
gun, New York and Massachu.
setts.

da Jaynes' Interesting collectlon of

table talk

into Jesus Christ is an
role.

1 COULD SEE the transformatlon
coming before Conrad Humphrey, as
commander of the Roman leglons,
asks Cockinn to go to Jail as a “spe-
cial prisoner” to find the leaders of
the new Christtan movement. Hum-

a Norman pic-
ture of health and think about suffer-
Ing martyrs. Andos is responsible for
Cockian's transformatlon into Christ
slnce he reminds Cockian of the
newborn son he losl,

The songs arc so prosy that It's
difficult to know why pretty Anne
Dwyer throws herself into the part
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Sunday Brunch Buffet

Round of Beef, Spiral Ham,
Poached Cod Dijon
Many hot entrees to choose from,
Smoked Fish, Fresh Fruits,
Homemade Assorted Danish
- & Pastries, etc.
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$9.95 Adult
$4.95 Children
Children 4 & Under Free y
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Sweet excess.

Detroit’s favoritc Sunday brunch Is a kaleldoscope of breakfast,
tunch, and dinner favorites, served with white linen and silver
in the elegance of the Kingsley Inn dining reoms, $10.95/,
$5.95/children. 10 n.m. to 2 p.m. A Bloomficld Hills tradition,

Kingsley Tnn

P& Woodward at Long Luke Road » Bloamfleld Hills » (313) 6420100 3%

Dine, wine

Stephen A, Glrard, Jr., president of Glrard Winery in Callfornia’s Napa
Valley, chatted indlvidually with guests durlng the Winemakers Dinner on
Tuesday at Sebastlan's Restaurant/Raw Bar in Somerset Mail, Troy.
Glrard provided all the wines, with the exception of the desert wine. Girard
produces some 16,000 caes of wine a year, In the $12 price range. Fnursml
the gourmet dinner included Peanut Barb d Chicken wit
Artichoke Cakes; Asparagus and Carrot Timbates with Roasted Red Pep-
per, Herb Mayonnalse and Marinated Vegetables; Cornmeal Blinls with
Smuoked Sturgeon and Caviar; Grilled Breast of Duck with Leg Confit served
with WHd Mushrooms and Peach Glaze; St. Andree, Brie and Tripte Bley
cheeses served with Fresh Fruits; and Plum Napoleon with Sabayon.
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This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

Ver poom per aight
Ingle olp;o«bre

{

* Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights
{ restaurants, lively lounge

* Luxurious

* Indoor J

* *20'Hilton Money™ to spend for refreshments and/or dinner
atHutley’s, Charley's Crab and/or The Wicker Warks Restaurant

pool.
BF

24-hour aavance reservations requited’

JCNORTHFELD HICTON |

5500 Crooks Road, Troy, M1 48098
(313) 879-2100 *
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Diabetes is a major contributor

to heart disease, kidney disease
and blindness. So when you
support the American Diabetes
Amzcxa'.ma)m fight some

jof the worst diseases of

our dime. r— 49

“11am - 3pm

DO
BRUNCH

Dine with us at
Southfield’s only
Atrium Garden
Restaurant. Fea-
turing an array of
delicious break-
fast, lunch & din-
ner items plus a
surprisingly sweet
dessert table.

Reservations Recommended

350-2000

Adults *11.95
12 & under *5.95
10% AARP Discount

EMBASSY

SRELE

28100 Franklin Rd.
Southfiatd, Michigan

- DAVE PRINCE
0.2

WE SIGNED HIM!

- nmoavis
“ale

MORNINGS 5:30 - 10

ON
CKIW AM 800

BOB BOWERS
12.5:30

DON ALCORN”
7-12




