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William Hull: historic
villian or great hero?

" Altorney, dlstinguished Revolu-
tionary War general, first governor
©of Michigan Territory and rebuilder
of Detrolt. These are pretty good
credentlals for any figure jn Michl
§an history but they belong to a man
named Willlam Hull — a name lost
in our legacy.

_In our continulng series on some
of the Nl-fated events and people of
obir past, this Willlam Hull was
branded a traltor, court-martlaled,
and was sentenced to be shot for sur-
rendering Detrolt in the War of 1812,
The surrender marked the only time
aclty In the U.S. capltulated to a for-
elgn foe.

Some historians believed that Hull
suffered from old age (he was 60}
and Indeclsivencss, misplaced in the
frontler setting of Detroit. Others
elalm that he was a scapegoat for all
the incompetent planning and faulty
execution that existed during the
war with Britaln.

Nevertheless, Hull's name [n these
parts is tarnished. There are no sta-
tues, no towns or, citles, no counties
in his honor, There is onc Hull street
In Detrolt and one Hull Road near
Bellevlle,

Hlistory records the clrcumstances
that catapulted him to infamy. Dur-

footprints
in history

# As the British crossed the river
to Detrolt, many of the Chio militia
deserted. His force at the surrender
was actually less than the combined
Britlsh, Canadian, and Indian num-
ber.

® Hull was obsessed with a fear
of Indlan brutality. As governor, not
general, he felt respansible for the
wellare of Detrolt's inhabitants (in-
cluding his wife and daughter).

® After the surrender, one of
Hull’s own senlor offlcers, Col. Lewis
Cass wrote a letter to the Secretary
of War denouncing Hull,

# The trlal was 'sct up to glve
Hull little opportunity to bring testi-
meny on his behalf, Many of his per-
sonal papers were destroyed in the
war and duplicate government
records were “unavailable.” He gen-
crousty shlelded his officers and as
sumed the sole responsibllity for the
surrender, His officers all ranged
themselves against him (and were
all promoted) and showed the most

ing the opening of the War
of 1812, Hull, leading a force of 1,200
Americans, Invaded British Capada
at Sandwlch (present day Windsor).
He then began to advance southward
to Fort Malden ncar Amherstburg
before stopping and analyzing his po-
sltlon,

His goal was to capture the British
stronghold and navy yards. The
move was part of a master plan:
Hull’s troops were to attack Canada
from the west while General Henry
Dearborn led his troops from the Ni.
agara reglon, The plan looked good
on paper, but the execution was nev-
erreallzed.

A MONTH after Hul) crossed over
to Canada, he ordered hls troops
back to Detrolt and, within days, sur-
rendered to an Inferior British force.
Hull was taken prisoner and sent to
Montreal while Americans fumed at
the news. After his trial in New York
two years Jater, he was dishonorably
discharged, convicted of cowardice,
neglect of duty, and unofffcerlike
conduct. Hls death sentence was,
however, remitted by President
Madison. Hull spent the rest of his
life (he dled In 1825) virtually an out-
cast trylng to deicnd hitnuelf,

In my research on General Hull, I
found some interesting evidence that
would bring a Iittle honor back to his

na. A

"% Before the war began, Gov.
Hull tried to impress upon Presldent
Madlison the importance of control-
ling Lake Erie. We had few ships to
achleve such o goal so the request
was disregarded.

® The majority of Hull’s fIghting
force was untrained, raw recruits —
frontlersmen from Ohlo — who dls-
liked officers and especlally ocders.
They were interested in figting,
galning glory, and returning homa [n
time for harvest.

® Supplies and reinforcements
were cut off from Ohio by enemy at-
tacks from land and water. At the
moment of surrender, 400 of the best
Ohio militlamen were trylng to open
up a supply route south.

o Flve days after Hull's “attack”
on Canada, Fort Mlchilimackinac on
Machinac Island fell lo the British,
‘When word of thls reached the De«
troit area, nearby Indlans switched
their alleglance to the British. Hull
also feared a wave of Indlans
spreading down from the north,

® Actlon on the Niagara {rontier
was nonexistent. This allowed Brit-
ish relnforcements to advance to
Ambherstberg under the command of
Major General Isaae Brock.

* Hull's own offlcers were Inex-
perienced and uncooperalive. They

'y zeal In the attempt to
secure his convictlon.

Reflecting back In history, we
should remember that Instead of
being a humillating surrender, it
could have been a tragic massacre
at Detrolt. Maybe Willlam Hutl
should be honored for sparing lives
and saving a city, even though In the
ridlcutous theater of warfare, that is
not impartant.
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falled to curb a mutinous splrit
among the troops and 1y sec-
ond-guessed the commander.

® Hull overestimated the ene-
my's strength and underestimated
bls own. His delays over artlilery
movements caused his return to De-
trolt.
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Save a life with CPR technique

In as little as four hours, you can
learn a stmple procedure that can
save heart attack or drownlng vie-
tims, or the victim of electrocution
or other accidents: CPR.

“The Journal of the Amerfcan
Medical Association” Junc 1986, re-
parts that without promptly admin-
istered CPR, It's unlikely that a car-
diac arrest victim will be successfule
ly revived. Considering the time it
often takes for a paramedic team to
reach the scenc of an the

emergencies improved greatly when
traincd bystanders initialed CPR.
Although CPR has been around for
a relatively short time, only 25
years, It s one of the most important
emergency care procedures today.

PEOPLE WITH no medical back-
ground who have been trained to ag-
minlster CPR have saved housands
of people who, without the help,
would certainly have dled, JAMA re-
ports that CPR adminislered by pro-

presence of a bystander quallfied to

administer CPR becomes vital,
According to a Seattle, Wash,

study, the outcome of cardlac arrest

Woman wins
Pistons tickets

Shirley Abro of Farmington Hills
won two tickets to the Detroit Pls-
tons’ basketball game April 13 in a
drawing at the AAA Michlgan Farm-
ington Hils offlce, 33133 12 Mile.

Abro was among the winners
‘drawn at 36 Ticketmaster/AAA Mi-
chgan Ticket Centers statewide. The
winners and their guests watched the
Pistons play the Cleveland Cavallers
at the Pontiac Silverdome,

The grand prize winner, drawn
from 36 winning entrles, was Paul
Fogninl of Rochester, who will
receive dinner for two at Pettijons
Restaurant In Pontiac, overnight ac-
commodations at the Holiday Inn,
West Bloomficld, and transportation
lra[n Statewide Limo Service in De-
trolt.

p: and lay
people, hag been successful in reviv-
ing as many as 40 percent of cardlac
arrest victims.

CPR 1sn't hard to learn, yet you

can’t do It if you haven't had the
training. When you attend a four-
hour class, you'il learn it's a matter
of ABC's. You'll be taught how to
open a person’s afrway (A), how to
breathe for the vietlm (B) and how to
get vital clrculation (C) golng to
bring blood and oxygen once again to
brain, heart and other vital organs,
You'll watch a movle, an instruc-
tor will review the procedure and
answer questions, and you'll get to
actually practice on 3 mannequin
called Resusci-Anne. When you've
completed the course you're given a

“If a complote emergency care
system were in place and 30 percent
of Mlchigan residents knew CPR, we
estimate that a minlmum of 11,500
lives could be saved each year," says
Ollver Wendt, CPR program consult-
ant for the American Heart Associu-

on.

Qualified Individuals are teaching
CPR programs in many arca
schools, hospltals and comemunity
centers,

For more Informatlon on CPR and
where it’'s being taught, or warnlng
signs of heart attack, contact the

wallet card showing your

tlon in CPR by the American Heart

Assoclation. .
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Simmons Maxipedic
TWIN SIZE each piece, reg. $219.95*
FULL SIZE each picce, reg. $329,.95°....NOW $ 1 39
QUEEN SIZE 2-piece sot, reg. $769.95.NOW $3 D Q
KING SIZE 3-piece set, reg. $999.95.,..
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Henredon Choose from an assortment of Henredon

“Scens One" bedrooms, dining rooms and occasional accent pleces,

‘ FEATURING THE TOP NAMES IN FURNITURE:
* Henredon * Hickory * Hekman
* Century * .Sligh * Mastercraft
* Thomasville * Stiffel * Bradington-Young
* Sherrill * Marbro * MGM
* Simmons * Chapman * Union National

Quir Interior Design Service is available throughout the sale.

"Fine Furniture QSince 1927

delin
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Construction has started but
our Giant Remodeling Sale

continues. If you'li pardon the

slight inconvenience of
shopping our store during
construction, you'll be
rewarded with incredible
values on some of the finest
names in furniture.
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Off Everything

Special Orders Sale

- Priced Also.

- Living Rooms*
We bought out a
complete showroom

of a leading quality-

manufacturer -. °

Clyde Pearson.

You'll find a large’

selection of show

samples ahd product -

~overruns of sofas,
loveseats and chairs
in-a’selection of
_designer fabrics...
priced at 50%

: . savings.
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