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State stands tali

R

in world of glass

By Manon Moilgaard
speclal wrlter

S ANY glassblower WILL tell
you, glass ls the end prod-
uct of the fusion of a sili-
ceaus  matter such as

powdered flint or fine sand, with an
atkali, salt or metallle oxlde.

It Is also the stufl of which
dreamlike forms are made.

April is the month when glass
collectors pour Into thls metro area
in droves to seck the quality of art
glass that has made Michigan the
foremost U.S. market for both
American and European glass.

So successful has thls venture
been, started 16 years ago by part-
ners, Ferdinand (Ferd) Hampson
and Tom Boane of the Habatat Gal-
lery in Lathrup Village, and with
other galleries followlng sult, that
Governor James Blanchard deslg-

examples of small and exquisite
vessels, bowls and bottles dated
1400 B.C. to 6th Century A.D,

Many of these are from the far-
flung regions of the Roman Empire
(a few are Islamlc) and were used
to hold perfumes or cosmetics.
Some were made by the anclent
core-formed or open form (ree-
blown processes, Several have ac-
quired gloriously irldescent over-
layerings or skins, caused by age
and interactlon with sol, alr or wa-

ter,

Moving on to modern art glass
featuring one-person shows, the
Yaw Gallery on Woodward (a lew
doors down from Jacabs) exhiblts
12 cqually small and delleately
formed ecyllhders, some beaker-
shaped and others with a lip, by
German artist Isgard Moje
Wohlgemuth.

THESE ARE PAINTED In-a

p method with metailic
oxides in tial oils

nated April as Glass
Month for the eighth
year.

No less than 19 galterles, muse-
ums and llbraries, Including one Il
brary and four galleries statewide,
are showing art glass this year.

FOR HAMPSON, the combina-
tlon of art studies and busincss
management at Wayne State Unl-
versity, plus an eye for recagnizing
the potentlal of glass as art, has
created an Amerlcan Dream,
(There are two other Habatats, In
Miami and Chicago).

“The kind of artwork you see to-
day wasn't around 10 years ago,”

. hesald, “but artists have learned to
fuse, cast and slump and expeti-
ment with new technlques; they've
Wiscovered thal glass can be cot
like bronze. The versatility of glass
Is tremendous, and we are still only
-at the beginning.”

True indced. Every concelvable
vartatlon of glass artlstry is to be
found at the Habatat and in other

“A Soldier's §

Thoughts,” con-
. structed glass 18
.- inches high by Rob-
ert Palusky, is at
* Robert Kidd Gallery
* of Birmingham. Be-
! low Is a wark from
“ the Landscape Se- |
: ries by John Steiner |
i atllona & Gallery of |

Farmington Hills. :

JERRY ZOL

Cast glass work by John Lew-

is is light blue on a deep-

green base, It is part of the

Habatat Gallary exhibit at the

;:]l;:lrfa Bullding, Farmington
5. .

large exhibitions such as that of the
Robert Kidd Gallery, Birmingham,

GLASS, IT seems, can be formed
into figuratlve, ahstract and out-
door sculptures, It can be clear,
opague, cracked, corrugated,
layered, painted, beaded, wrapped,
made to look llke stone or ceram-
les, and Is often comblned with
other materials such as metals,
wood and found cbfects.

Porhaps the first place to em-
bark on a glass odyssey In the
northern suburbs s the Donna
Jacabs Gallery in Birmingham,
where the ninth anoual glass show
is In progress with more than 100

and the patterns are inspired by
both the bold and muted motlfs of
Japanese kimonos. As in the Jacobs
collection, the smallest vessel is
approximately 2 % inches and the
largest 6'by 3 inches.

At Ilona & Gallery of Farming-
ton Hills are nine irregularly edged
and beautifully crafted bowl and
plate forms by Michigan artist,
John Stelner. These Incorporate
both strong and pastel colors in a
graduated, swirllng motion,
Steiner, who hos an master's of fine
arts degree from the Cranbrook
Academy of Art, Is an Instructor of

industrial design at the Center for *

Creative Studies,
AS FOR the glant exhiblts, the

Kidd has around 200 works hy «

more than 60 artists. The Habatat
has some 400 objects by around 100
artists housed in two locatlons —
the gailery proper In Lathrup Vil-
Jage and the ultra-modern Triatria
offlee complex [n Farmington

An exclting, lvely and often
playful show at the Kidd includ.lng
ek

an P g
American and Canzdlan artists Is
jam-packed with works occupying
two floors,

Somc of the winners here are De-
trolter Paul Webster's layered
sculptures of cracked glass painted
in cake-leing colors, David
Hopper's many-dimensional carni-
val figures enclosed in clear glass,
tornado-shaped bowls by Kathleen
Mulcahy, the seven-foot-high fun
sculptures by Kevin Lockau con-
structed with telephone poles and
glass, and Fred di Frenal's Neo
Post Pre-Raphaclite Blblical fig-
ures painted on thick glass with
glowing colors,

QUTSTANDING are Robert
Palusky's flgures and his graceful,
sensitively patterncd and painted
sphere.

As cxpected, and a3 a grand fi-
nale, the Habatat's 16th annual and
second International exhlbition is
aglow with work by top American
and European artists.

Some of the memorable works
are Dale Chihuly's flowing, sensual
1lnes In epen shell or flower forms,

John Kuhn's paneled window In
glass and metal with cut, pollshed
and fused Inset scenarios, Toats
Zynsky's canes of glass, layered
and slumped into form and Steven
Welnberg’s magical *lce palace”
shapes inside "ice cube” glass,

Standing outside the gallery Is
one of Michigan artist Herb Bab-
cock’s dramatle abstract sculp-
tures of metal based and metal-lat.
tlced, polished cubes of burgundy
glass. Inside is one of his patterned
glass dlscs with a metal structure
from the “Shelter Serfes.”

BABCOCK TEACHES glass de-
slgn at the Center for Crealve
Studies and is exhibiting work n
slx other locations during Michigan
Glass Month.

Hampson mentioned that less
than one percent of artists who ap-
ply are accepted, but for the first
tme, Habatat is exhibiting artlsts
{rom outstde its own stable. One of
these Is Carol Sharpe, whose sculp-
tures from found objects reveal In-
genuity and a nice sense of humor.

“American glass. artists are
number one,” said Hampson, “and
Czoch artists rate second.” Fine
‘work from Czechoslovakia Includes
a stunnlng abstract sculpture in
beavy burnished, deep amber glasy
by husband and wife team, Jarosla~
va Brychtova and Stanislav Liben-
sky.

A DELICATE SCULPTURE by
Swedish artist Ann Wollf, with
painted faces on dises with long,
thin stalks, somewhat resembles
Pleasso’s “La Femme-Fleur” por-
tralt of Francoise Gilot.

The elegant Triatria lobby with
its glass roof, massed plants and
daylight makes a perfect stage set-
ting for Habatat's larger sculptures
and glass furniture,

Locations are: Donna Jacobs
Gallery Ltd, S7¢ N, Woodward

Ave., Birmingham; Yaw Gallery, .

‘550 N. Woodward, Birmingham,
Tlona & Gallery, Orchard Lake Rd.,
Hunter'’s Square Mall, Farmington
Hills; Robert Xldd Gallery, 107
Townsend, Blrmi m; Habatat
Galleries, 28235 Southfield Road,
Lathrup Village and 3225
Northwestern Highway, Farming-
ton Hills, )

All of these gallery shows contln-
ue through April.

Larger-than-life

| cast glass-and-

wood figures

(above) by Leslie

Hawk are in tho Ha-
batat exhibit at Tri-
atria of Farmington
Hilts. At left, at the
some localion is a
glass sculpture by
Danny Perkins In a
rainbow of colors.
Below 18 a selection
of ancient glasa on
display at Donna
Jacobs Gallery of
Birmingham.




