Delaney to run
for probate judge

James P. Delaney, an assistant
state attorney general who llves [n
Beverly Hllls, will run for probate
Jjudge thls year.

He s the third candidate secking
the seat of the retiring Norman R.
Barnard. Oakland has four probate
judges,

A member of Frank J. Kelley's
staff since 1978, Delancy is a senior
level attorney representing the state
in both trial and appellate courts.
From 1978-86 he was assigned to the
state public administrator, dolng ex-
tensive probate court work in wills,
trusts and guardianships.

In March of 1986 Delaney was
clected to his village council and
carlier served on the planning board.

He carned a bachelor of arts de-
gree with honors from the Universl-
ty of Detroit In 1972 and a law de-
gree from Detrait College of Law In
1977, He is active In probate and ju-
venile court matters in the state and
Oakland bar asseclations,

A $50 per person reception will be
hetd from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
May 186, In the Ramada Hotel, 28225
Tclegraph Southflcld. Tickets may
be ardered from Edward W. Pugh
Jr. at 644-7222,

James P. Delaney
judicial candidate
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Patterson to bow out Jan. 1

By Tim Richard
stoft writer

Thc firm does defense work in medi-
p cases and corporate

L. Brooks Patterson, “the crime
victlm's attorney,” won't run for a
flfth term as Qakland County pro-
secutorand will support his chief
deputy, Richard Thompson, for the
four-year post.

“I's time to move on ," sald
Patterson, announcing that on Jan. 1
he will join the Birmingham law off.
ice of Barbler, Petersmarck, Tolle-
son, Mead, Palge & Carlin.

Although he will continue to man-
age George Bush’s chubllcan presi-
dential

unrk

“There's fittle difference” be-
tween prosecuting and private prac-
tice in courtroom and

THOMPSON said he would an-
nounce his candidacy for the Repub-
lican nomination In a couple of
weeks, adding hls legislative agenda
would be the same as lewrsons -

wark, Barbier said.

Pattersén, hls voice somelimes
choklng with emotlon, announced at
a Wednesday news conference, at-
tended by supporters and GOP ofti-
cials, that Barbler wanted him to
leave office before his term was up
and joln the firm immediately.

“But I want the public to plck my
successor, If 1 reslgned, the courts
would pick my successor,” said

Patterson, 49, ruled oul a Job In
Washington If Bush wins.

PETER BARBIER, head of the
44.Jawyer firm, said Patterson
brings it a reputation — “not just a
big name" — as a top trial Jawyer,

F a frequent vocal critic of

udges.

He sald he would work hard for
Thompsen but acknowledged “three
or four other candidates” were good.

He said Thompson has been “at
the heart and soul of my programs
and has taken some hits for me.”
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stiff o plea

bargainlng. wilh drug cases :\s a pri-
ority.
“Patterson’s policles were not
made In a vacuum, There was thor.
ough discussion,” sald Thompson, ac-
knowledglng he was Palterson's
right-hand man.

Blggest disappolntment of hls 16
years in office, Patterson said, was
that the Oakland County chlld killer
of the late '70s is still at large.

He praised a new state law which
he had advocated allowlng a pro-
seeuter [n effect Lo demand a jury
trial even if the defendant wants to
walve it. “In the whole history of this
state, the optlon of a jury trial has
always been the defendant’s option.

L. Brooks Patterson
“crime victims® attorney”

say, ‘Hey, I want a jury to hear this
Starting June 1, even the viclim can  case.'”™
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