Woolly bear:rare
spring caterpillar

‘OOLLY bear caterpillars
may be a more ppro-
priate topic for the fall
season, but their pres.

cnce in spring is what makes them
unusual.

During fall, woolly bears are fair.
ly common around nefghborhoods, in
tields and In wood lots. Many are
moving quite fast for a caterpillar
and make one think that they know
where they are going and that they
are late.

Though it may appear that they
are moving rapldly, they are travel-
ing at only 0.05 mph.

THEY MOVE {ast in fall because
cold weather Is probably about to set
in. With the advent of cold weather,
woolly bears look for a place to
spend the winter. Under a rock, Ina
tree crevice, or any other secure
place will do,

But instead of forming a cocoen
like most moths, they overwinter as
acaterpillar.

‘Then In the apring, when tempera-
tures are warm enough, they awaken
and search for food. Once they have
fed, they travel about searching for
a sultable place to form a cocoon.

It seems strange to see a caterpil-
lar 50 early in the season, Even be.
fore butterflles that overwlnter as
adults, like mourning cloaks or
tortise shells awaken, woolly bear
caterpillars can be scen In the dried
grasses of spring.

F YOU TRY to pick up one, you
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will be surprised how dlfficult It fs.
‘The halrs break off very easily when
touched, causing your fingers to slip,

'his may be an adaptatlen that pro-
tects them from being caten by a
predator,

Following a light spring snack, the
woolly bear finds a place to form a
cocoon, In addition to silk used by
caterpltlars to form a cocoon, woolly
bears weave in some of thelr long
hairs. Most cocoons are made in
April and May.

PUPA REMAIN in the cocoon for
abaut two weeks. If the typlcal redd-
ish and black banded woolly bear
formed the cocoon, an Isabella Tiger
moth wilt emerge.

Isabella Tiger moths are dull
grayish, tawny ycllow with some
black dots on the wings., Females
have approximately a 3-Inch wing
span, while males have a 2-nch
wingspan.

Other woolly looking caterpillars
come In black and white, tan, black
with narrow red bands, or white.
Most of these species develop into
moths with bold white stripes on
their wings; hence, the name tiger.
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The woolly bear (lower left) spends winter as a caterpillar,
forms a cocoon (lower right) in apring and emerges two
weeks later as an lsabella tiger moth,
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Swimming Pool Fencing
Resldentlal pool and spa drownings rank as the leading cause
o 4 death nm%na lideer under 5 years o! age. 4%
of the chlldren drown In thelr own pools.

Tightly woven mesh fancing wiil not allow small fingers or toes a
hold for climbling. It will not hurt unsteady toddlers who may falt

489-0744

()
PROTECT-N\-CHILD.

RnmmmpEd PN

Thurscay, April 29, 1988 O&LE

MSU alumni set auction

Friends of Michigan State Univer-
sity will gather at & p.m. Saturday
when the MSU Alumni Club of Oak-
land County holds its annual auction
fund raiser in the Main Event ban-
quet room of the Pontlac Silver-
dome.

Bld items wlll include hellcopter

ora”

ride, golf days, fall football tickets; 3
luxury condo at Hilton Head and ap-
pliances. All merchandise Is now.
Bldding begins at 8 p.an. =

Tickets are available for $5 at ther
door. Donations are being accepted
by club chalrman Robert Gomez at
660-1928 (eveaings). .
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Along with control, Michigan National investments offer security and opportunity.
You have the security of knowing your investment is insured to the federal maximum. Your money is

And you have the opportunity to lock into a guaranteed high rate with
our MoneyMaster CD. Or invest in our Money Market Account and
gain a high rate and 24-hour card access to your money. You can even
write up to three checks per month against the account.
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