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A knife is a wender{ul instru-
ment, a jump rope provides a
pleasant pastime; but both can be
dangerous if their use is abused.

The rewards, as well as the dan-
gers, of these two objects are
readily apparent, but there are
many useful products and pleasant
playthings on the market today
with hidden dangers.

It is these pitfalls that Congress,
acknowledging an increased inter-
est on the part of consumers, has
set out to eliminate through leg-
islation,

Industries,” however, lo which
‘‘consumerism’’ is not a new word,
have long been interested in safe-
ty. Whether it’s the tire industry
or the toy industry, reputable
companies are aware that safety
is synonymous with durability,
that durability is synonymous with
quality and that quality is a key to
whether a product will continue to
be acceptable by the consumer in
aneverchanging marketplace.

Fisher-Price Toys, Inc., world's
largest producer of preschool toys
in East Aurora, N.Y. for example,
has been concerned with safety —
child safely — since the company
was formed in 1930.

“There is more to making a toy
than conceiving an object that will
give a child pleasure and a reward-
ing experience, making it and then
marketing it,”" says Robert Hicks.
Vice President of Research and
Development. “The salety of the
child who will play with it must

also be given top consideration.'*

The firm employs 18 toymakers
full-time whose emphasis insures
the safety of cach of the 26 million
units it produces annually.

~The first thing we do is to ex-
amine the concept of the toy and
determine what age group this loy
is really designed for,” said Mr.
Hicks. ~*Then. we start to think
about what the child will do or
mis-do with the toy."”

Wooden or plastic balls on the
end of a pull toy string tend to in-
crease the possibility that the line
might entangle the child. So,

JACK-IN-THE-BOX puppet for
wondertul surprises. Fascinating
entertainment for younges! pre-
schoolers: made .of unbreakable
plastic, finished with non-toxic
colors, By Fisher-Price Toys, Inc.

where possible, Fisher-Price toys
are designed without the ball. For
a child just learning basic motor
skills, however, the ball makes
gripping an casier task. There-
fore, on a toy such as a musical
mobile Lo be suspended above an
infants crib, the firm insures its

safety by making the string re-
tract immediately after it is pulled
tostart the music.

Not only is every toy designed
for safety, cach is built with the
safest materials. All are examined
for sharpness, every exposed sur-
face is tested for toxicity, flam-

mability and durability and hidden
parts are checked with the idea
that they conceivably may be
exposed.

Wheels and other parts, if easily
gripped, must withstand 45 pounds
of pull without breaking. Pull toys
with movable parts must undergo
12 miles of motion on a simulator

miles of travel to the retailer, an
then tested again. '
“We can’t entirely remove the
danger from children during their
most vulnerable age, but as an’
industry, we must provide the
safest toy we can, within the timits
of normal use,” said Henry H.
Coords, Fisher-Price President.

as well as a drop from 2% feet,
comparable to a child’s throwing
the plaything from a table.

Once these toys are judged'
ready for the consumer, they are
packaged, jogged to simulate 1,000

—Look for sharp. unprotected

edges on metal and plastic toys;
on wooden toys, check for sharp

The nicest children’s things for Christmas

Little Angels Shoppe....infant to Toddler

+615 & 643 N. Mill St. Plymouth T

come from

OLD VILLAGE

OPEN EVERY NIGHT til 8:00

The Clo'the.s Tree....chitdren's 4-14

Martha Washington

Sale .......cocconnenan. *329

Lady
Sale .............ccoo.0... *269

FARRIS BROS.

.. in LIVONIA, OPEN 9 A M. to 9 P.M,
Acress from Wenderland Center

Lexington
Sale ..

The Trond
e 1329

Christmas begins at ...
- LIVONIA MALL
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White doing your Christmas shopping in Spring like

e Santa’s here

daily 10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. ®
SUNDAYS NOON till 5 p.m.
Bring the kiddies to see him, in
his house in Crowley Court.

72° temperature be sure to lot the childran
visit our Christmas Village and ride
on our Christmas Fantasy ridos.
Every child who rides gets
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Virginia cobinetmebors.
CONVENIENT BUDGET TERMS
_FARRIS BROS. FURNITURE, 11500 Middlebelt at Plymouth

ALL STORES
Olim OPEN ‘TIL
MALL ' 9:30 p.m.
LIVONIA SUNDAY -
MALL NOON 'TIL
7. Mile at Middlebelt 5pm.
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