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By Cathie Breidenbach

speclal writer
“] ICHAEL KLIER has his
fingers In a lot of theat-

= rical ples, Theatre Arts

B Productions, the com-
pany he started 10 years ago, has
[revolved into a demanding, multl-
faccled cotertalnment business
“with more than 10% people on its

?alﬂler learned the eraft of theater
&3 a performer, but he seldom goes
on stage nowadays, “I do most of
the directing for producllons
myself except when we've got
mnreanrk than I can handle,” he

= He m\rted worklng In University
o{ summer stock during
school and continued perform.
while earning a bachelor of arts
theater from the University of
“Detroit and a master of arts froi
Michigan State Univenlly With hls
beater company's escalating num-
ber of ongolng projects, Kller notes
Giat more and more often he needs
[uther professionals to help direet
;productions,
"Theatre Arts Productions, g:lled

1

4'1!11-"
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Producer’s
companies
lexpanding

basis at the Novi Hliton, Holiday
Inns in Windsor and Liventa, and
the Holly Hotel, as well as at the
Premler Center in Sterllng
Heights, It also custom designs
shows for businesses and private
parties and presents natlonal edu-
cational programs in the schools in
flve southeast Michigan countles,

“THIS YEAR we'll do 300 per-
{formances of shows on child abuse
and handicapped people in the pub-
1ic schools,” Klier says. “It's an im-
portant side of what we do and we
hope to expand it further.”

Four TAP acting

By Anne Y. Mayers
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SCREENWRITER'S GOAL is  Selin the far future or
A to one day watch his char-  anything. it has to do
gf;"s"c’;&’“ tolifeonthe oy the space shume
writer Tex and astr

Js experiencing that excitemont with
the coming release of “Moontrap,”
‘The screenplay Is his feature film
debut, shot malnly In warchouse
space in Troy and drawing from De-
troit-area talent.

"It's excitlng to slt there and hear
them speaking your words,” says
Ragsdale, 44, of a recent preview of
some unfinished parts of the film.
“It's probably the most thrilling
thing I've ever done.”

The {ilm is a profect concocted by
Ragsdale and local producer Robert
Dyke of West Bloomfield. The two
were childhood frlends who lost con-
tact with cach other in thelr high
school years.

“WE WENT TO kindergarten to-
gether," Ragsdale sald, “After 25
years we met again. Bob was mak-
Ing commercials, and I was in adver-
tislng, -

“We got together and dl:c!dcd [}
put something together. We kind of
worked, backwards. We were trylng
to think of what we could do that
would cost little money and use
Bob's experience in special effects.”

Both men had grown up as fons of
1950s sclence-flctlon movies. Kags-
dale's writer's imagination, Dyke's
special-effects expertise and a com-
mon interest In seience-fiction films
made the theme of “Moontrap” a
na}‘urul.

— Tex Ragsdale

is contemporary, not set In the far
Iuture or anything. It has to do with
the space shuttle and astronauts.”

is reason, the sceeenwriter
asks that audlences keep an open
mind about his fllm.

“1 ask people not to think of it asa
sclence-fletion movie,” he said, "I
ask peaople to come see the movie
and glve it a chance on its own mer-
its. 1t's a good adult-Interest movie.”

RAGSDALE SAYS the film will
have as wide an appeal as possible.
He expects a PG or PG13 rating.

The screenwriter Is optimistic
about the {llm's popularity. “I ex-
peet ‘Moontrap' (o be moderately

" he sald.
among sclence-flction fans, which is
why we chose the star, Walter Koe-
nig. He Is someone that wlll draw
people to the movies with hls butlt-in
following.”

Koenlg is a veteran of the “Star
Trek™ television® serles and films.
‘This is his first feature {lim outside
of his Identity as Chekov, the Rus-
stan, on “Star Trek.” “Moonstrap”
will be promoted at Trekkie (avid
followers of “Star Trek") conven.
tions, further drawing In Koenlg's
dedicated fans.

“All the people invelved are good

Words on film
‘Moontrap’ is writer’s first movie

STEPHEN CANTRELL/tat DMbguan
wrote the for a new

1 aficth

** sa

Ragsdale of his new screenplay, ‘It

By Anna Y, Moyers
. special wrlter

Please lurn to Page 10

form in schools durlng the day
through an arrangement with Oak-
land, St. Clalr, Wayne, Macomb
and Outer Wayne County school
districts. “The Bubbylonian En-
counter,” a nationa) show about the
sense of touch and its abuse, was
written for K-sixth grade audienc-
s by Gene Mackey of Kansas City.
Whenever “The Bubbylonlan En-
counter” goes on before a young
audience, n tacilitator from a so-
cial service agency such as the Ha-
ven Introduces the show and fields
questions afterwards in the class.
room.

tion “Hatty and the Hendersons.”

effort of some of metropolitan Detraft's
grcnlat creatlve lalenls Here, four of them give their impressions of the

PmdueerlDlchr Bob Dyke, a West Bloomficld resident, has been in
commerclal ‘production for more than 12 years. His
credits include effects for “Evil Dead 11" and the Steven Splc]berg produc.

other feature film

Among Dyke's

“TAP for short, cabaret-
sfyle musical revues on a regular Please turn to Page 8
T . %E ’
NORMAN'S ETON STREET STATION
Site of Birmingham's histosic train station
OPEN MOTHER'S DAY

ITOM STRELT STATION

lnclnd

1al Menu 10 am-8 pm
g Brunch ltcmn 10 nm-z pm

nmm-mum

245 South Eton » Birmingham «647-7774 g

ibilities with "M
the crew and cast. For this reason, many of those lnvulved in *Moontrap”
are acquaintances from the local produnllon of “Evlt Dead I1.”

“I'm very famlllar with the talent here in Detrolt and confident with
those talents,” sald Dyke. “I wanted to glve mysell the best insurance 1
" could by using people I knew were goed."”

Join us for your célebra‘jtion
TK'S
443-1800

Corner of 19 Mile & Southfield
4

much of

“I'M PREJUDICED, but I think ‘Moontrap’ is great,” he said. *We creat-
ed a good plm of sclence-fiction entertainment. It's golng to be a stretch,

TK'S SEAFOOD GROTTO

will be open for

Mother’s Day

p." He thinks the slory should
have wide appeal, lo more than just sci-fi fans.

Area talents create ‘Moontrap’

We used a Himited amount of money, and It 1ooks Hike it would cost as much
as would be expected for thls type of film.”

Former Blrmingham resldent Bruce Campbel), now of Van Nuys, Calif.,
co-stars In the film. Campbetl, 30, a veteran of the “Evil Dead” films and
several other horror movies, is a producer/actor. “Moontrap™ is his first
non-horror film and the flrst where his role is actor only.

“I've known Bab for many years,” Campbell said. *I was also comfort-

. able with all the crew members, from the cameramen to grips and gaffers

['knew 90 percent of the peaple on L. It was an absolute pleasure working
on 'Moontrap.”

Campbell spent seven wecks in town on the {liming of the movie, and as
an added bonus he was able to enjoy a home atmosphere while staying with
hls father in Birmingham,

Joseph Loduca, a 32-year-old resident of Birmingham, bs no newcomer
to creating musical scores for feature films.

“This will be my sixth feature.” he said. “We want to avold all the
tradltional space-movie cllches.”

Please turn to Page 10

TEQUILA WILLIE’S SALUTES MOM |
MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

Non-stop Mexican and American Favorites
Select from:
« Enchiladas « Taco Bar » Pollo Asada » Omelettes
+ Waffles « Bacon s Ham » Chicken + Desserts

Reservations Accepted

353-0850

ncluding:
rish Stew
Lassgns and Begucete Pirre
hith Kebobs
Empanadas
Tetyaki Chicken
Rowst Suckling Pi
Blineses, Dagel an
chos

-~ MOTHER'S DAY.
SUNDAY. MAY 8
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Send Mom on a trip around the world for Mother's Day

Bring her to... M EDAI_LION

We Will Feasure Many Delicious Items From
Various Countries At Our Specis

**Around The World” Buffet

. Three Depatrtures
lll.m..n)o 41

RESERVATIONS PLEASE

851-5540

Cmnve Ametican
Cuitine

\Yaar dimevican Pavevites
¢ Beel
- l'hled lllm
* Roa
< Deoled Whitefish
* Seafood Newburg

an
< Anerred c'-.‘l‘J Salad Tabie

» Dvsi
14.95 Adulcs

g

433 ORCHARD LAKE RD,
RO &

MALL)
WIT FLOCMITHD.

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Independent and famlly ownad.

2. Centurles of knowledge and culture.

3. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of our earifest customers.

4. Wa waere the first with our own style Nacho- and
copled by many.

5. We serve quallty food!

TRINI & CARMENS LA FUMILIA Martinez
1715 N. Telegraph Rd. 843 Woodward Ave,
332-6851 338-8477
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