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‘This time,a size 8 was out of proportion

. Book Break columnist Mona
~Grigy is on vacation. Filling in
Sor her is fiction author Julia

' Grice
By Julia Grice

speclal writer
LOVE costume parties.

1 also love book parties. A
while back I got to combine
both when [ was invited to at-

tend the 10th anniversary of my lit-
erary agency, Writer's House, which
was to be held at the Harkness Man-
sion in New York City. “Come
dressed as your favorite literary
character,” Instructed the Invitatlon.

Well,

To be told 1o garb oneself as a lit-
erary character {sn't as casy as it
might sound. if you are female and
want to look devastating for ump-
teen famous authors and influential
-edltars, all of whom will surely be
mllling about in expensive rented
costumes of Broadway-show caliber,
-1 mean, somihing made of sheets and
whipped up on my Singer Just would
not do,

1 went to severa) local costumers
and demanded to try on fluffy crino-
line gowns a la Scarlett O'Hara, (I
read “Gone With the Wind” ninc
times sinee third grade and I felt she
qualified as a “favorite.”) In the fit-
ting room | struggled to zlp a period
dress, but somehow T kept popplng
“out. By the ninth crinoline, I faced
the brutal truth: Scarlett O'Hara was
a size eight. Every costume was a
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size eight. T was not,

Back home, 1 paced the floor, won-
dering what to do now, Most of my
second-best favorite characters also
wore period costumes and werc size
cight, too. I always liked witches
(onc of my little-known talents Is a
wild, witchy cackle), but 1 shrank
from the idea of presentlng myself
to the New York literary world with
green guck all over my face.

I BOUGHT MY plane tlckets,
started packlng my bag, and I still
didn't know what (o wcar. Then,
driving to my dance class, the idea
hit me like a tap shoc over the head.

Saleme!

Well, the Bible is considered liter-
ature, and Salome has been Immor-
talized in other books and poems. I
had taken belly dancing classes, the
costume would fIt, and If T hurried [
could make it to a costume stare I
knew of on Groesbeck,

At honie with the costume In a pa-
per bag (it Included a caln bra that
went jingle, and a big, glittery paste
jewel to hang In middle of my

forehead), I knew I wasn't finished.
Uslng an old Halloween mask for
a base, T constructed the severed
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head of John the Baptist, addlng
marble cyeballs, a frowsy gray mus-
tache and wig glinting with a sugges-
tion of btood. \WYhen my boyfricnd re-
colled at the sight of “John grinning
on his plastie platter, I knew I had
the perfect outflt. There would be
something ugly and outrageous
about the costume but it would not
be me.

A FRIEND IN New York also at-
tending the parly picked me up in
frant of my hotel near Central Park,
instructlng me to “stand right there
at the door because the traffic is so
heavy and I can't park.”

Carrying “John" in a paper sack, I
follawed her Instructions, nervously
hoplng that she would hurry. People
(OK, men) were staring at my lavish
cye makeup, the jewel In the middle
of my forchead, the gauze “veil”

dangling from the hem of my trench
coat.

1 was afrald the doorman would
think I was a Lady of the Evening
and shoo me away, but he Ignored
me; apparently for New York I was
nothing unusual,

Bambe arrived, waving frantical-
1y at me from her jeep to cross to the
other side so she wouldn't have to
turn around. I made the crossing as
«cabs honked and traffic blared. Sud-
denly I felt a presence near me,
something breathing. 1 jumped and
turned. From two fect away one of
the Central Park carrlage horses
was lecring at me, eyelng my cos-
tume as if deciding whether or not to
munch it.

The party was cverything I had
dreamed of. A clown on 6-fect stilts
leancd agalnst a wall and made
small talk from on high. Al Zucker-
man, my agent, was a Sultan, his
wife Scheherazade, and they had
rented a basket full of llve spider
monkeys all gally caparisoned.
(They had constdered renting a baby
elephant but were worrled there
might be housekeeping problems.)

TWO COOKBOOK AUTHORS ar-

rived dressed as lobsters, Novelist
Ken Folleit strolled past dressed as
the randy nun from the Decameron,
pausing to flash me a skinny leg em-
bellished with a red garter,

Talk of floor blds and subsidiary
rights and contracts sweetened the

alr,

1 wandered around, introducing
myself to Tinker Bell and Friar
‘Tuck and Robln Hood and “The Spir-
it of the West Wind.” John the Bap-
tist, grinning evilly from his platter,
was a huge success, Women took one
look at him and said “Oh, how horri-
ble!" I smiled, thanked them, and
shimmled the five pounds of coins I
wore,

‘The men pretended that “John”
was a plate of hors d'ocrves and
mimed sclecting his eyes as a snack.

But the capper of the evenlng
were the Scarlett O'Haras,

Flve of them.

Five peopte wearing the exact cos-
tume I had coveted, walst clnchers
and hoop skirts, Mounces, tucks, ruf-
fles and lace. One of the Scarletts
was six feet tall and boasted a plung-
ing neckline that displayed a bony
clavicle, and a frizzy mat of black

chest halr, “She” was really a he.>”

On the crowded dance floor, the
Searletts were an event. They proba-
bly didn't do rock dances at Tara.
Each hoop skirl took up about 25
square feet of space, buffeting other
dancers, shimmylng wlldly, hems
knocklng over the drinks in plastic
cups that people had set on the {loor
near the wall because there was. a
shortage of tables.

By ! a.m. there were puddlu o!
spll!cd wine everywhere,

The clown had come down from
his stiits, the monkeys were back-in
their basket, and the four female
Scarletls had loosened their stays.
The mate Scarlett had taken off his
wig to reveal a black crew-cut, und
wasjovlutl blitzed.

1 put "Jnhn" back In his sack and
wa[ted to be driven back to my hate,
fecling pleasently llterary, and glad,
for maybe the only time, that J'd
been too big to fit Into a size elght.”

Julla Grice is the author of 1
historical romance novels and
two non-fiction boaks. Her latest,
What Makes a Woman Very
Sexy,” published by Dodd Mcad is
currently in bookstores,
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SPACIOUS COLONIAL
Mrs, Cloan lives harol Mogniticontly maintalned 4 bedroom,
3% bath colonlal In well shrubbod, family noighborhood.
Carpot throughout, view of creok, finlshed basemont, living
room, ¢ining reom, den and gourmot kitchen and breakfast_

DOUBLE WINGED COLONIAL
Beautlul entranca with swooping stalrcase 10 4 bodrooms,
2% baths. Libsary, gourmet kitchen, acrooncd porch, tin-
Ishod basement with minl-kiichen, attached 2% car qmagu

tovely aroa.
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MAGNIFICENT ACREAGE..
Surrounds this lovely 3 bodroem ranch In bo:
crook Farms. Woods, sironm and beauty olfar fantastic..
views. Enctosad porch with trench doors. Two fireplaces.. .
now oak kitchon with wet bar and updated baths. -
$249,800

ALMOST NEWI
Fabulous master sulla with facuzzl plus a gourmet kifchon
with conter istand, highligh! this 4 bedroom, Wost Bloom-
tield homo done in noutral tones.
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Pueblo, Colorado CIRCULAR STAIRCASE BIRMINGHAM'S EXQUISITE
loads to 3 generous bodrooms plus a huge master sulte In BINGHAM WOO0DS!
this tastoful Bloomileld Hilta calanlal mxyllbruy- plus! ‘Outstanding 3 badroom, 2 bath ranch condo homo, Faaturc,
7379000

Ing natural ash beams, private sirium off the dining room‘®
and a dock off tho living room and guesi badroom. Kitche:
with Isiand and bullt-Ins.

$270,800

$239,900

If you arc considering buying a new
home or refinancing your existing
home, you're smart to taik to Tranex.
We offer many progmms to suit your
needs, including adjustable or fixed
rate home loans up to $2,000000.

Compare Tranex to the major
financial institutions in the Detroit
metropolitan area . . . you’ll see
the difference.

provides for gracd EXCELLENT -

03 for gracious entertalning In this 3 bedroom ranch-
In fovely North Southfisid sub. Quiet cul-de-sac setiing.v:
Ammtln Inciude marble foyer, first fioor utliity room nnd“
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KENDALWOOD SUB
Lovely three badroom ranch with crackling freplace and
has nica rac room and alts on almosl ¥ acre of treed lot.

Hurry only $108,000.
. 737.0000

5109200

BIRMINGHAM
770 Forest

WEST BLOOMFIELD
33030 Northwestern

642-2400
737-9000

15 offices to serve you
..with more to come!
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