ADIF) O&E  Thursday, May 12, 10288

Canton hopes dashed

Livonta Franklin played the role of spoiler Tuesday, ruinlng Plymouth
Canton's hopes for the Western Divislon soccer crown.

In a game rescheduled from Monday, the Patriots surprised the No. 8-
ranked Chiefs with a 1-1 tle. The outcome left Canton at 2-1-1 In the
division and 8-2-1 overall.

*It was like a win for us,” Franklin coach Judy Brda said, The Patriots
are 4-4-1.

The Chiefs had to beat Fracklln and first-place Livonia Churehlll

y to force a th tie between Churchill and
Northville. They had hoped to win a ticbreaker in that situatlon and
advance te the league final opposite Plymouth Satem.

But the tie made the Canten-Churchill showdown meaningless as far
as the divislon race. If the Chlefs were to defeat Churchill, the Chargers
would stilt win the tiebreaker with Northville by virtue of (helr carlter
victory over the Mustangs.

Salem, the Lakes Division winner, will play Churchill for the Western
Lakes championship at 7 p.m. Friday at Centennial Educatlonal Park.

Canton scored flrst when Jenny Russell converted a penalty shot early
in the openlng half after the Patriots were penalized for tripplng.

But a handball infraction against the Chicfs resulted in Franklin get-
ting a penalty shot opportunity with 17 minutes leit in the game. Deanne
Brda made goad on the attempt, and the 1-1 score hield up.

Pioneers
finish 4th
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giving up just two walks in 3% Inn-
ings of scoreless rellef.

Relief pitcher Doug Goodnough
was the loser for Hillsdale (22-23
overall).
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ON SATURDAY, the Pioneers lost
two tough games to GLIAC champ
Ferrls State, 4-3 and 4-1, In Big Rap-
ids. The opener was particularly
tough to take. OU was one strike
away from a 3-2 win, but eventua)
loser Duane Moore (23, 3.06 earned
run average for the season) gave vp
a double to Bob Kochle, a walk and a
game-tying single to Jeff Lotenz,

Jacoby relieved Moore to pltch to
John Faccio, a 447 hitter. Facclo
singled to knock In the winning run.
He finlshed with two doubles and his
game-winning single,

OU scored on Szpak’s RBI double
in the flrst — he had three hits In the
game — and Gunn’s two-run homer
in the fifth. Guna had two hits,

In the second game, Bulldog ace
Rob Van Wormer quelled a Pioncer
rally In the stxth to sccure the victo-

Stevenson blanks Mustangs

By Stove Kowalski .
stalt wrltor

Lori Green wears a knee brace, but that lsn't
why she played sparingly Monday in a soccer
game between Livonla Stevenson and host North-
ville,

Green had a cold, and that's the reason she
missed part of Stevenson’s 2-8 win over its West-
crn Lakes Conference rival,

Neither setback, however, caused any i1l effects
for Green, who scored the Spartans' flrst goal,

Green'’s left-footed shot beat Northville goalten-
der Kristt Turner at the 2:46 mark of the first
half. Green's goal came on an assist from Mi-
chelle Hussey, who stele the ball from a North-
ville defender.

Her goal not only became the game-winner, it
also helped boost her confldence level, which bee
fore the game was another one of Green's ail-
ments,

“The shot went right where I wanted It to,
which is unuseal for me because this hasn't been

"ALL DECKED OUT! |

ry. OU loaded the bases with none

out on a walk to Szpak and singles by

Alvin and Walczyk.

Van Wormer relleved starter Mike

Sleeper and was greeted by Dennis

Milobar’s run-scoring single, but he

struck out Chris Takemoto and in-

duced Bradley to hit Into a double
play to end the threat.

Derek Smitz absorbed the defeat,
going the distance and sucrendering
three earncd runs on seven hits and
two waiks. He fanned three. Walczyk
had two of QU's six hits,

Eagles trip
on diamond
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Sulak was the winner In the first
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the best af years,” sald Green, who has scored
seven goals. “I haven't been playlng up to the
standards I could be playlng.”

STEVENSON COACH Norene Dlvens said the
reason Green's goal production hasn't been higher
is because of the improved play in the Western
Lakes, The Spartans are 6-2-1 after Monday's
game [n the Western Lakes, but they're one of flve
or slx teams from the league that could make a
run at the Class A state title, she sald.

Northville is one of those teams. Last week, the
Mustangs were ranked sixth In Class A, and they
fell to 9-2-2 overall after Monday's loss. Steven.
son's overall record is 8-2-1,

“We're playing teams with a lot of strong de-
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game, tossing a threc-hitter and

recordlng 13 strikeouts, Mlke Culver
was 3-for-3 with three RBI, and Ku-
gelman drove in two runs for Can-
ton.

Kennedy won Game 2 In four jnn-
Ings as the starter. Kevin Learned
and Browne collected two hits cach,
and Browne drove In two runs.

W.L. WESTERN 7, N. FARMING-
TON 6: Brent Beshears' solo bome run In
the bottom of the seventh off North
Farmington reliever Brian Miller decld.
ed this game at Walled Lake Western.

Mitler was summoned in place of start-
er Rick Rachner, who left with one out In
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The Joss drops North to 3.7 overall, 24
In the Western Lakes Athletic Assocla-
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North and Western were even In the hit
department at nine, with Miller and Mike
Mackle hitting safely twice. Jerry Haka-
1a had a double and (wo RBI for the Raid-
ers.

HURON VALLEY 5, PLYMOUTH
CHRISTIAN 4: Tim Haller struck out
seven and went the distance to record the
win for hast Westland Huron Valley Lu-
theran,

Plymouth Christlan falls to 4-10, 3-7 in
the Michigan Independent Athletic Con-
ference.

Ben Odom pitched three (nalngs in rev
lief of starter Manlsh Nandanl and suf-
fered the loss. Odom allowed all five
runs, which were carned.

Bryan Davles and Nandan! bad two
hits each for Plymouth, and Odom drove
In two runs.
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fenses,” sald Divens. “So that's why girls lMke
Lori, who have scorcd a lot In the past have had
trouble scoring goals. A lot of our games have
been low scoring, except when you're playing a
weaker team.”

Monday's game was no exceptlon. Green's goal
was the game's only tally until Denlse Raphae)
scored with about six seconds left in the game.
Hussey also asslsted on Raphael’s goal.

At limes, the Spartans were the agressor on of-
fense, recordlng 16 shots on goal.

AND WHENEVER Northville tested Stevenson
goalie Elalne Zager, the senlor was ready for the
challenge. Zager stopped all nine Northville shots,
and earned praisc from Divens.

“Elaine made Lwo ouistanding saves for us,”
Divens sald. “Her liming was excellent. She
punched the balls out of there.”

Midfielder Sharlene Sudek also excelled for Ste-
vensen, but [t was a team effort that Divens cred-
Ited (or the victory.
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