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Wenson earns high marks in minors

Paul Wenson’s arscnal includes a Ilvely lautbull and a hard-

cutting slider. The Far

rad j

d from single-

A to the Detrolt Tigers double-A farm team this season.

Comeback clips Canton,
keeps Hawks fiying high

The momentum galned from an
amazing, come-from-behind victory
Wednesday carrled over to Friday's
bascball doublcheader for Farming-
ton Harrlson.

After rallylng to beat Plymouth

baseball

Canton 11-10 at , the Hawke
won two games from Livenia
Churchill, 9-2 and 11.7. Harrlson Is 5-
4 In the Western Diviston and 8-5
overall,

The teams completed a suspended
game In the opener. The Hawks led
6-0 when it was halted. Jason Licht-
man continued on to carn the pitch-
{ng win.

In the nightcap, Rob MacDonald
and Millard Coleman had two hlls
and two RBI apiece, Leo Devine and
Sean Murray also had a pair of hits,
Devine driving in a run,

Devine was the winning pltchcr.
also, coming on In relief of Cr:
Murray and pitching 3% Innings.
Lichtman went the last three for o

save,

HARRISON 11, CANTON 10:Tte
Hawks dug o hole for themselves carly In
thelr Western Division game with Canton
last Wednesday, and It took them the rest
of the game to dig thelr way out.

But they eventually dld, holdlog on un-
il two were out in the bottom of the sev-
enth Inning (o take an 11-10, victory from
the first-place Chiefs,

Harrison, which trailed 6-0 after two
Innings and 10-6 at the end of five, scored
four runs In the last Inning to band Cane
ton fts third defeat in 15 ballgames.

“I was really happy when we came wl

PP
back llke that,” Harrison coach John
Hervington sald. “I was even kind of
surprised when we dld.

“1f we hadn't lost the doublcheader to
Franklin, we'd be right in the thick of the
{divlsion) race.”

With the win, the Hawks lmproved to
34 in the division and €5 overall. Can-
ton, which has lost twice to Harrison, la 4-
3 and 12-3, The Chiefs were scheduled to

After rallying to beat
Plymouth Canton 11-10
at midweek, the Hawks
won two games from
Livonia Churchill, 9-2
and 11-7. Harrison is 5+
4 in the Western
Division and 8-5
overall,

play two games Saturday with Frankiln,
the other contender.

Mike Sulak pitched flve Innings for the
Chiefs and turned over a four-run lead to
Chris Kenoedy In the sixth. He gave up a
Tun in the sixth and was one out lluy
from ending the game in the seventh
when Harrison rallied,

Sean Murray stasted It with a ploch-bit
double and mrv:d on a wild throw after
an error Lhat allowed Jason Lichiman to
reach base,

Devine, one of the team's blg
bitters, doubled to put runners at second
and third and set up Jason Hicks to hit &
game-tying, (wo-run doble, Then, with
two strikes on him, Rob MacDonald hit
Illnm2 pllch to drive In Hicks with the

g run,

Canton j n front when Derek
Humphiries bit a two-run bomer Lo the
urly Innlngs. Scott Browne's two-run sln-
gle in the fourth and two more runs In the
1ifth made [t 10-8, Joel Riggs drove In a
Tun with a bunt single, and Humphries
drew a bases-loaded walk.

But the Hawks came to life in the
meantime, scoring twice in the bottom of
the third and four times In the fourth.

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Paul Wenson doesn't nced to
watch “Sesame Street” to find out
what the letter A means,

For the average bascball player,
tolllng in the deplhs of the minor
leagues, the A takes on a whole new
meaning. Simply, it’s another jungle
to conquer. And the more A’s there
are, the tougher it gets.

Wenson knows. He made the jump
this scason from single-A to the De-
trolt Tigers double-A farm team In
Glens Falls, N.Y.

“Primarily, the ditference be-
tween A ball and double-A bail is
that you can get away with more
mistakes,” sald Wenson, who is a
gradunln of Farmington High
Sehool. “Like throwing a fastball
down the mlddle of the plate, In A
ball, a batter might swing and miss
or foul it off,

“Here, mcy hit your mistakes over
the fence.”

The fences have been safe this
season with Wenson on the mound. In
21 innings of rellel work, he's 1-0
and has a 1,29 earned run average,
ranking him third among pitchers in
the Eastern League.

SINCE SIGNING with the Tigers
as a free agent after his junior year
at U-M in 1886, he’s shot up the mi-
nor league chain from Bristol {rook-
le), to Lakeland (single-A) and cur-
rently Glens Falls.

Let's see. A(tnr single-A, comes
double-A and then (here's triple-A,
After that, we're talking the bigs

Hicks, Devine and Jef{ Skinner slammed
(wo-run doubles.

Hlcks was the last of four Harrison
pitchers and the winaer, He went the last
21 Innings, nllowed two hits and held the
Chlels scorcless, He walked two and
struck out three.

Lichtman started and was followed by
Bryan Wauldrop and Cralg Muttay, Sulak
gave up flve of Harrison's 11 hits, walked
alx and struck out elght.

At the plate, Devine ended up M-for-5,
scored twice and had threc RBI Ricks
was 2-for-5 with two runs and four RBI,
and MacDonald and Sklnner wtm 2.for4
with one and iwo RBI, respective

Riggs, the lead-off batler lur Canlou,
walked three times, scored twlee and had
one RBI, and Jamie Stsler bad two hity
and two runs,

N. FARMINGTON 5, FARM!N -
TON 4:Joe Sturtz alammed a salo bome
run in the bottom of the seventh Inalng to
break a 3-3 tle and glve the Ralders a
victory Thursday at North,

Sturtz was 2-for4 and scored three
runs. Jay Marcoux contributed a (wo-run
single for the winners, and Mike Mackie
cn;ﬂ ‘Rick Rachner drove in one run
aplece.

Farmington’s Scott Seabolt was 2-for-3
with an RBL With two runners on and his
team down 4-1 in the [fifth Innlng.
Seabolt's single got past the center fleld.
erand enabled him to race home with the
tylog run,

Both pitchers went lhe distance, with
Norih's Bob Bullach getting the win.
‘While scattering six hits, be struck out
llve IM walked one. The Falcons’ Chria

allowed seven hits but ‘dida't
vulked nnybody Ho bad three strikeouts,
Livonia Steveason
uvrvd nlnerumln the last (wo Innings to
defeat the Ralders 14-4,

Scolt Simon was 2-for-3 and scored two
runs for North, and Vanoy Hill and Brian
Miller had RBI gin,

Starting pltcher Andy Drake worked
5% Imung $ and suffered the loss, The
Spartans led 5-2 after five (nnings.

’ 'llml nnnud to'play, pro ball. Thé chidiice to’

sign was there aft

year. 1 didn't ... -

y Ji
know if it was yalng fobe fhere aﬂer my. -

- senlor yu Sol look IL' X

— Paul Wenson

T/gers minor /eague pircher

with a locker at Tiger Stadium next
to Gulllermo Hernandez and Jack
, a Kroger commericial and,
most importantly, a chance to bor-
row Jim Walewander's Dead Milk-
men records.
Wenson slams on the brakes.
“I'm just concentrating on pitch-
Ing here in Glons Falls,” he said.
Things, nonctheless, are encourag-
Ing. Last season with the Lakeland
Tigers, Wenson was 9-8 and had a
2.72 ERA, He ranked sixth among
relief pltchers in the Florida State

gue.

Wenson's arsenal Includes a lively
fastball and a hard-cutting slider.
This season, with the help of Glens
Falls pitching coach Jeff Jones, he's
added a straight change up.

But more than what he packs In
his pltching repertoire, some say
‘Wenson has the right frame of mind.

“The jump from single-A to dou-
ble-A is the biggest jump for a play-
er,” sald Ken Lipshez, general mana.
ger of Glens Falls, “It separates the
men from the boys. What claims a
lot of pltchers is a lack of confidence
Pl .:l'lmt's not a problem with

aul.

WENSON DIDN'T opt for the easy
road, He had enough faith in his abii-
Ity ta sign after his junfor year at U-
M Instead of waiting to see, if he
would be drafted In his senlor year.

A3 a result, Wenson had to start at
the bottom of minor league chain at
Bristol, Va, College players that are
drafted start at single-A or even dou-
ble-A,

‘The minor league Ilfe for Wenson
hasn’t been the eternal exile its often
painted to be,

“It’s not as bad as they say it is,”
he said, “The money conld be better.

“I'm moving up faster than I ex-
pected. A lot of the guys have been
uround alotlonger than I have,

"I just wanted to play pro ball," he
added later, “The chance to slgn was
there after my junior year. I didn't
know if It was going to be lhere after
my senior year. So I took it.'

Wensen Is used primarlly as a set-
up man with the pitching-strong
Glens Falls Tigers. Former Oakland
A’s thrower Dave Beard and Bob
Link have been the closers for the
Tigers.

Often the role of the middle reliel
man is to clean up the mess the

tails.

City teams spliit

Lisa Rockatellow pitches for Farmington High School in
the firat gamo of a softball doubleheader Friday against
North Farmington. The Ralders won the first gama 7-2, but
the Falcons rallied In the bottom of the seventh inning to
win the nightcap 11-10. Please see Page 3C for game de-

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

Mercy unbeaten streak reaches 9

Farmington Hills Mercy saw one
streak come to an end In soccer
Thursday while keeping another In
tact.

The Marlins settled for a 2-2 tie
with Harper Woods Regina, snap,
ing I.hclr ¢ight-game winning streal
But the draw enabled Merey, 8-2-1
overall, to extend its unbeaten
streak to nine games,

The Marllns were fortunate to do
that much after tralling the Saddlel-
ites 2.0 at halftime,

Coach Gene Fogel declded to
move Stacy Nolta, the team's lead-
Ing scorer last year, from sweeper to
forward at halftime to pump up the
offense, .

“1 figured it didn't malter If we
lost 10-0, because a loss is a losy,”
Fogel sald. “She played a great
game at forward,”, |

™ <

“(The Saddlelites) bave a strong
defensive team and a good goalie,”
be added, “and being down 20 was
really cause for concern.”

Nolta responded by scoring Mer-
cyu llnt goal five minutes lnw Ihu

half. Carrle Bowler’

wmt up the middle of the llald. and
Nolta chipped the ball over the goal-
Ie's head as she came rushing out to
meet the play,
The Marlins tied the score mid-
way in the half on a cross from Col-
leen Raltery to Michelle Geyer, who

heuded the ball Into the net,
ﬂm!ulfb ‘tdf‘:ltlgiegm feoy h‘{l‘
uf get any quall-
iy shots, Fogel sald. The {lnlim
gave the opposition a bonus when a
Mercy fullback -accidently headed

~-the ball into her cwn goal to open the

scoring.

2. Chiarohill Polgniy 2020245011

Mercy domhuud the second half,
however, with 19 shots o the
Saddlelites’ flve, The Marlins might
have won the game, but a eo\lpln
Raftery shols hits the post and th
referee, due to an error In time keep-

g, terminated the gama well In ad-

In,
‘vance of its scheduled conclusion.

Mercy was scheduled to play a
make-up game Sunday against Bish-
op Foley, with the outcome deter-
mln!ng he Catholle League playolf
patrin

The winner will face fourth-place
chnbmd the loser will draw first-

ship and consolation games are-

Prior to Sundly‘z actlon, Marian
was 7-1 In the league, Mercy and
Foley 5-1-1 and Regina 5-1-2,

FARMINGTON 6, W.IL. WEST-
ERN 1: Carrie Maler. ~scored throe of -
her four goals In the first balf as the
Falcons took a comforiable 5-0 lead
Into halftime Jast Wedn e R

Maler accounted lor hrmln.ton 's
{irst two goals, and Stacey Schalm
assisted on both, Hulher Glennle
and Amy ‘Prnnk scored before Maler
closed out the first-half scoring.

Maler made it 6-0 in the second
hall with Jennifer

getting
ber second ulbt ol the nmht.

Schalm finished wi
and Trunk one.,
Call scored for the Warriors

‘The Fal com, controlling th

mlﬁ-slnlhnﬂntluunndwsln
the second.

In Fridaya puynﬂ game, Farm-
Ington lost to Northville 1.0, The
Falcons, who dropped a 5-2 gama to
the Mustangs a week earller, wero
outshot 11-6 In the first half but.

turned that around for an 3-4 advan-
tage in the second.

"ltwulgoodpnm,nvtrylouxh
game,” mch Ed Bartram uld.
played much than In

better
~week's loas. The whole team played

pnttywnl.llonlzhl.

orthille-scored as & result of a
mlx-uplulhegodamlnlhanm
half, 2al

o cited BOI.I.IQ_

Debble Wuudump And
KRatle McDonald and Tonya Sllcker
for their exceptionat

Farmingtoo

play.
is 74 In the league -

baseball

starter leaves behind and set up the
short rellever to come in, throw
three pitches and get the save, Cred-
it usually misses the mop-up man.

“EVERYONE HAS their role,”
sald Wenson, who has never started
a professional game. “It's a role I've
been in before. It's not that new."

At U-M, Wenson was primarily
used In relle(. He had a perfect 6-0

record In his three years with the
Wolverines.

Wenson had problems harnessing
his wicked slider, often plagued by
control problems, He settled down in
his junlor year, complling a 4-0
record. He picked up a key win
against Minnesota in the Blg Ten
tournament in 1986,

He's eight credits shy of a sports
management degree, which he plans
to complete in the fall.

His strength as a pitcher is cer-
talnly enhanced by the addition of an
off-speed pltch, He sald it's a neces-
slty in double-A to keep the hitters
off balance,

‘Wenson is keeping hltters guessing
with a stralght change Instead of the
nuuvuu spllt ﬂnger fastball.

“1 It (the split-fingered
pltch),’ " Im sald. “I just can't control

e thing.”

Which is the only thing he hasn't
been able to master [n the minors,

Harrison
runs past
Northville

Farmingten Harrison had no trou-
ble geiting past Northvllle in girls
track Thursday, while Farmington
and North Farmington pulled out
victorles under tougher circum-
stances,

The Hawks, 3-¢ in the Western DI-
vision, ripped the Mustangs 78-50 at
Narthvllle. Harrison faces Plymouth
Canton, also unbeaten in the division,
in a dual-meet showdown Wednes-
day at Canton.

Farmington came on strong in the
late golng to edge Plymouth Salem
66-62 Thursday and remaln atop the
Lakes Dlvislon with a 3-0 record.
The Falcons are 4-0 averall,

The Raiders, 2-1 in the Lakes Divi-
sion and 2.2 averall, won the 1,600-
meter relay and held on for a 68-60
victory over Westland John Glenn.

HARRISON 78, NORTHVILLE
50; Tracey Radke, Jane Peters, Maria
Chaloglanls and Kamala Malosh won in-.
dividual events and helped the Hawke
take three of four relsys. .

Malosh was a double winner with first
place in the 10¢ and 200 dashes, record-.
Ing 13.4 and 28.1 tlmes, She also started.
off the winning 400 and 800 relays,

Radke captured the hlph ]lu'np (5-0),
Peters die m hurdles (18. Chalogi-;
anls th 0 also
Jar-:
venpaa (ll-ﬂh)lndthe 500 Tun by Tracy.
Delbusso (2:44.1).

Malosh, Nivin Hakim, Stacy Roemer-
and Radke won the 400 relay In 538,
Malosh, Peters, Roemer and Chalogianis:
the 300 relay in 1:53.5.

In the 1 ooo relay, It was Peters, }m-
im, Chalo comt lnlng
fora l'lnbullw effort af 4:23.8,

FARMINGTON 66, SALEM 62:Tte.
Falcons stayed unbeaten bat bad to come;
from behlnd Jate In Thursday’s meet |n

amu.nnon is 30 in Lhe Lakes Divi-!
alog, 4-0 overall. The Rocks are 0-3 but.
bave ln-t thase contests by an average nl

Thv Falcou: tralled 53-52 with lwo
eventa lefl, but they went ahead with
sweep of Ihe- 300-meter dash. Carm:

Maler won that race In 27.1, Jo Fox wu
mdnnd Nicole Tocco

a 8153 lud.

‘That gat
nnd the Fnlmna locked it up when Jen-
fer Kiel took flrst place in he 3,200
(mss). ‘putling the Faleons out front ns-

m closed the gap by wuwlu
1he 1,600 rzlly Shelley Boblen, Jeanlfer
Smith, Tracl Thomas and Amy Hobgood

posted a 4:
In the neld :vam. Farminglon’s Relst
broke her own school record In-
lbnhotpuuoﬂhmrdumolhunm
ving Lhrown 35-4 8 week a
she bettered lhlt wﬂh a 3554 tlfm

‘Thuraday,
The Falcons also won the high ]nmpA

Boblen woa
Ploucha (e luﬂlhmplt 14-9.

satd for Sacrtay, May 1. e garme outtoot et and -4 ovgpall. - 4 3,,..J,,,..‘.,,..‘,,:.,g.,zE ;




