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Council pay
I\/Ialntam spirit of city charter

Bluntly pu!, there’s no need for a

ARMINGTON HILLS city i Ben
Marks views it as democracy personi-
fied. But we view it as another
sary bureaucratic layer.

Bluntly put, there's no need for a

tion to set pay adj

FFarmington Hills Cily Council members.
:.Since it would be nppoinlcd by the mayaor, the
seven-member commission, no matter how inde-
pendent-minded, inevitably would trigger the

perception that it was mirroring the clly coun-
cil's desires
. The cily’s 1973 charter sets umncll pay at
. $1,800. The mayor carns 150 percent of that

.+ aumount, or $2,700.
Monday night, the eity council fearned that an
earlier 44 vote to put a charter amendment on
[ “the ballot empmurmg the council to create, by
" ordinance. ion fell short
of the rcqmrul three-fifths majority. The council
should take advantage of that and forget about
sueh a commission.

A compensation commission could adjust pay
up or duwn — but don't count on a reduction.
What's more, it's the rare exception for a gov-
ernmental unit to overturn pay set by such a
commission.

JOE ALKATEEB, a councilman for 81z of the
5 years since the charter was adepted, supports
a compensation commission.

He thinks the council could boast the same pay
seale for another 20 years “and still attract good
people.” But he doesn't think “the people of
Farmington Hills want charity {from anybody. If
they want you to serve them and honor a budget,
of $25 million and do a good job, I think you

P to
T d pay ts for
for Farmington Hills Clty Council
members.

token of appreciation and to cover any out-of-
pocket costs. It's not supposed to be a lure for
seeking a city council seat.

Whal's “proper compensation” anyway —
$1,800, $2,200, $22,000? How do you factor in the
public exposure given to a council member who'’s
also a business person?

We agree with councilman Aldo Vagnozzi, who
says: “1f 1 {clt there was need for an increase, put
iton lhc ballot directly and take our chances that
\\Ily.

A FIXED amount was put in the charter to
keep decision-making over pay — a certain con-
troversy If there ever was one — in the hands of
voters, not the council.

The resolution to put the now-withdrawn
charter d on the ballot st d from
a desire to draw “active, interested and qualified
citizens to the office of the city council.”

But a review of past council hopefuls doesn't
reflect a shortfall of active, Interested or quali-
fied candldates. All knew the responsibility,
workload and pay going in. Frankly, if you can’t
afford to contribute your time to the city, or if
you think it's too much of a sacrifice, don't run.

ought to be f ingly for the
- time you put in.”
.- “The city has grown, the council’s job is much
more dcm:lnding, the mayor's job is awfully de-
manding,” he added. “And it is not fair to have
these people put all Uns time and effort without
'vropu' compensation,”
*We don't buy Alkatech’s reasoning because
muncil pay. by charter intent, is supposed to be a

dollars over the next 20 years — including
hundreds of dollars out of our own pockets
— 1o clean the Rouge River,

While the cost is high, we simply cannot afford
net to clean the Rouge. .

Decades of neglect have turned this once-
beautiful river inte nothing more than an open
sewer that cuts ucross the heart of our commun-
ities.

Far too long, we've ignored the environmental
time bomb that is the Roeuge. Once, it flowed
freely. Now, a variety of pollutants, including
PCBs and human waste, choke the life out of our
river.

We can’t blame far off industrial polluters, ej-
ther. Not this time. This time. the problem rests
at our own door steps. The bulk of material
clogging the Rouge, experts say, is household
waste.

Certainly, we'd like to see the federal and state
government assist with the estimaled $900 mil-
lion cleanup cost.

It’s not as if Lthey don‘t have a stzke in this, too,
After all, the Rouge isn't just Michigan's prob-
tem. It empties into the Detroit river, which
empties into the Great Lakes, which carry Rouge

ET'S GOING 10 cost hundreds of millions of

John Covert (left) and Dave Fuiler, science
tenchers at Churchill High School in Livonia,
participated in last year's Rouge Rescue. Al-
though the cloanup Is an important and com-
mandable effort, It'e going to take more than
volunteers to cleanup the Rouge River.

if more pay Is merited, the councll
should calculate a specific percentage increase
that's In line with the spirit of the city's charter
and budget and present it to voters at the next
city election, A survey of council pay in nearby
cities of similar size should be part of the pro-
cess.

We sec a compensation commission sparking
more problems with council pay than it solves.

Rouge River
Cleanup cost can't be ignored

pollution as far south as Ohlo and as far east as
New York State. That alone should prompt the
federal government to release the $133 mllllon

LASS....QUESTION #12..  THESE ITEMS ARE
SSARY FOR GLEANING UP THE ROUGE RIVER.
INYONE TELL ME WHAT IS MISSING?” -
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“|Ethnic extravaganza:
Make it a public event

IT WAS warm In the packed East
Middle School gym that weeknight.
Introductions for the ninth annual
"ethnic extravaganza seemed endless.

But the musical festival that fol-
lowed, a co-production of Farming-
ton Public Schools’ bilingual depart-
ment and its parent advisory coun-
cll was well worth the warm wait.

Upwards of 100 preschoolers to
senior high students, representing
many of the 63 languages spoken in
the district, donned natlve garb to
perform on the makeshift stage May

0.

The audience of fellow students,
parents, school officlals and guests
watched anlnue. Chlnese, Indian,
Italian, Albanian, Korean, Spanish,
Greek and Middle Euum students
perform dances of their homeland.

Afterward, everyone was treated
to an ethnlc feast, prepared and
mrved by bllingual department fam-

es,

The evenlng was intended “to
bring the parents of the different
cultures under one roof and have
them meet each other and share in
each other’s culture,” said Haroune
Alameddine, bilingual department

tor,

Sporting an expansive smile,
Alameddine took delight in watching
parents break down language barri-
:iu to take part In the night's festivi-

es, .

HE CALLED it a “true communi.
ty effort.” But even though I admire

“his knack for acclimating foreign

families to the Amerlcan way with-
out stripping them of thelr cultural
identity, I can't tgn:e entirely with
Alameddine,

That’s because, nn!oﬂunluly, few
‘rrld;:nullln &\;'il!da of it know about
& epumneut'l acope.
Did you know that thi

bliingual d
boosters.
1f opened to the public, the event
would greatly belp the Farmington
area's Cultural Awarcness Commit-
tee In Its quest to “raise the commu-
nity’s consclousness about the varie-
ty of cultures and traditions In our
nelghborhoods."

I'D LIKE t{o sce the extravaganza
become a public event that's rotated
among the three senior highs. Maybe
a full-course meal couldn’t be served
then, but bite-sized ethnic delicacles
ceriainly could.

Besldes, some of the youngsters
who take part in the program are so
amall, the audlence has to crane to
sce them when they dance on the
gym {loor In front of the stage In the
bleacher arca at East,

How about it, Haroune? How
about turning the public spotlight on
your colorful Jittle show?

Only t.hen wul it reach a ox:‘nl

o

parents and

serves 400 students npmenung 17
different cultures?

Nice as it Is, the ethnle extrava-
ganza s one of the district's best.
kept secrets because it's only open to

then will It help heal the wclnl
wounds inflicted by adults and kids
driven by Ignorance about the herl-
tage of others whose roots happen to
be dlfferent. *

—
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Rouge advocates say is owed for p
improvements.

As lor stnle responslhmty — nuarly one-flfth
of N most of jts
biggest resldenun! and carpornle taxpayers
make their homes within the Rouge basin,

But we cannot close our eyes to our own re-
sponsibility. Even with federal and state help,
some 60 percent of cleanup costs must be borne
locally. If we aren’t willing to protect ourselves,
if we just don't care, how can we expect govern-
ment to contribute its share?

GOOD INTENTIONS alone aren't enough. We
support Rouge Rescue '88, the third annual vol-
unteer cleanup. But let’s be honest, a thousand
Rouge Rescues wouldn't alone be enough to clean
this river.

That is golng to take new sewer lines and re-
duclion of spillovers from combined sewer over-
flows, outmoded municipal pipes that dump
human and Industrial waste ln!o the river when
they back up, ’

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of
governments, has drafted a 20-year action plan
to reduce the Rouge’s potential environmental
dangcr It calls for new sewers, including giant

“super sewers” to climinate backups and mini-
mlze overflows.

1t’s a prudent plan, one that encourages com-
munities to use flexible and cost-effective meth.
ods rather than imposing an iron will.

Already, it has gained much heavywelght
backing. Wayne County Exccutive Edward
MeNamara is a supporter, So are SEMCOG lead-
ers, That kind of local backing doesn't happen
overaight. It may never happen agaln,

Nor Is there time to waste In gathering federal. .
support. After the 1990 census, it's a near-guar-

- antee Michigan will lose at-least one Congres-

sional seat. That makes It essential we begin lob-
bying those representatives we do have — men
like John Dingell, D-Trenton, arguably the Mid-
west's most powerful congressman; Carl Pursell,
.R-Plymouth, a strong advocate of a 1970s Rouge
cleanup; and David Bonior, D-Mount Clemens, a
champlon of environmental causes among Mich-
igan's delegatlons,

i’l'hc momentum is there, but the clock is run-
nin,

Within the next 20 years, we can leave our

children a river — or a sewer. It's our chn]ce 1t
we wait, It could be too late.

Hills donation
earns praise.

To the edltor:

Your May 8 story about a Farm-
ington Hills businessman who donat-
ed $1,000 to the reward fund to catch
the Oakland County rapist demon-
stralea a citizen's genuine concern
glrn;ho quality of life ln Farmington

More Important than the money it-
self, Mr, McNalr’s donation exempli-
fes the kind of LnldnUVe necessary
to stop crime {n our town.

Concerned citizens have ‘a right
and a duty to contribute to the safety
and well. of thelr community.

Police and ity officials, on the
other hand, have. an obligation to
keep lines of communlestion open
between Iaw enforcement agencles
' and residen

Citizens should be kept informed,

not only for thelr own pmucun but

£0 that everyone will be cognizant of
mpldm nc!lviuu um could help

lice apprehend th lenders.
pot! mvl;-e citizens vnlna their con-

nelghbors. .
For my family and familles like
the McNalrs, I hopeso,

| Fom—
RFK’s death
remembered

‘To the editor:
On the evening of June 5, 1968, the

‘Dick Isham general manager

. the f
- rich

Rlch Pariberg assistant managing editor

assassiy Sirhan Sirhan, with a gun In
bis hand, stood in the kitchen of the
Los Angeles Ambassador Hotel and
wlllad for Sen, Robert F, Keanedy.

Upon entry, the gun was fired and
Bohhy lay fallen in a pool of his
blood on the floor, dying.

Eight weeks

earlier, whlle cam-
palgning for inl

Justice og their behal,

On their behalf ke has abolished
plea bargaining for drug dealers
more than a decade before polite so-
clety had ever heard of “crack” co-
calne. He mght to close those adult
theaters and bodl res peddling
pomoguph};h 3:% llded in the de-

1ls, Bobby gave his finest speech. He
had heard about the assassination of
the Rev, Martin Luther King Jr.
‘Those peopla mt cried for Dr.
Klng would cry agaln, along with
many others, on Juue 6, the day Bob-
by died. Mourners Lined the tracks of
uperal train and the church.
Men and women, blacks and whites,
‘and poor, Demoenll ‘and Re.
publicans all cried.

Alwamnmbernobbymyem'
later, these are'the things one re-.

members. Those that mourned his

death still do today. -

Yernon C. Kielpinskd,
Farmington Hills

Many do not
share views

To the editor: :
‘The citizens of Oakland County do
not share your jubllation uuhare'-
umatnubalndvmm,
tor L. Brocks Patterson,
Forlhe past 18 years lhua 0

. zens have overwhelmingly su;

the tough crime-| cies of
inee mwk;"f."a“x“.‘m"’.“.‘..‘&:,
are

first dAy in office,
(o redeflns -

Brooks Patterson set ouf
mmlnolptmecumn the victim's
lawyer, He has steadfastly sought

.ratlon of ca)

He tripled the output of jury trials,
demanded tougher sentences from

. jnd(es, and fought early paroles.

sl puishmen fo the
ent for the
cold- bloodmr crime ol murder {(ap-
patently to your cha

Most recently (u into’ law
March 31), Mr. Patterson was instro.
mental in getting legislation enacted
that lllOWI victims of crime in this
state to demand a jury trial — an
important right that used to ba sole.
ly within the npllon of the

Your edito: that
imprisoning lolnnl creates undesir-
able overcrowding (which apparent-
ly you find more abhorrent than the

at dledu.m “mgom u!) Hl‘llda!
a studied jgnorance po
plru.nmhlp rather than fact or rea-

Mn!mwhoh‘nhbmwdﬂm
Brooks (o restore balance to the
eriminal justice system know that be
will be missed.

But Brooks Patterson leaves be-
hind a legacy that cannot be denled.
Crime victims in

bave had a champion fog thelr ight.

Wamtwwmmmmt,

t make excuses for the gullty, If
that Iy * tic idealism” as you
charge, on the windmills,

-And, yes,

Richard Thompeon,
chief nxistant prosecutor
Oakland County
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