Avon Players ‘Guys and Dolls’ is just great

Performances of the Avon
Players production of the musical
““Guys and Dolls" continue
through Saturday, May 2, at the
playhouse in Aven Township. For
ticket information, call 6561130,

By Frank Hursley
spoclal writer

Avon Players is completing its
40th anniversary season with an out.
standing production of “Guys and
Dolls,” musical version of a Damon
Runyon story largely set en Broad-
‘way, -

Dedication to community theater
for 40 years {3 somelhing special and
calls for something extraordinary by
way of celebration, With this Nuslus
ﬁmduclien the Avon Players has de-

vered,
The area has been saturated by
varlous productions of “Guys and
Dolls” recently, as if the play was a
newly discovercd Nell Simon come-
dy. This staging is carried off with
such energy, freshness and siyle
there is not a tiring moment. The
Avon Players production is a sub-
stantial notch above what is expect-
ed from community theater, The
group will bow out of its anniversary
season retalning the memory of an

1
Margie Montross Is director, as
well as choreographer. Even with

XA Welbel

wry sensltlvity,

numerous scene changes, the show's
pace and balance Is lively, smooth
flowing, with great attention to
style.

‘The music of “Guys and Dolls” en-
dures with an infectious quality and
probably explains the play’s popu-
larity with audiences.

FRANK LOESSER provided the
music and Iyrics, while the book was
created by the team of Jo Swerling
and Abe Burrows. Romance, unlaw-
{ul floating crap games, nightclub
scenes, and a Salvation Army mis-
slon bent on saving sinners all share
in the light-hearted comedy about a
group of colorful characters,

The players have capitalized on
the material, and there are numer-
ous energe!lc song-and-dance
routines and stralght scenes that
convey the lnkerent galety of the
show. The ever-versatile Becky Ma-
clntyre portrays a perky, nalve Ade-
Inlde whose one passion Is to get a
positive commitment, rather than a

captivating duets.
further cxtension of her 14.year c¢n-
gogement, from Nathan Detrolt.
Nathan prefers a status quo rela-
tlonshlp, as he is more preoceupled
in hosting crap games. Nick Dara en-
dows the gaming promoter with a
delightful comic freshness that also
works well as a foil to Adelaide's
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“Tom Sawyer’ cast
filled with energy

Performances of the First The-
atre Guild production of the mu-
sical “Tom Sawyer” continue at 8
p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday

. at Knox Auditorium of the First
" Presbyterian Church in Birming-
. ham. For ticket information, call
' 855-9032 or 540-6943 daytimes.

By Bob Weibe!
spoclal writer

Mark Twain's adventures of “Tom
Sawyer” has been adapted by a num-
ber of playwrights. There is even a

- verslon with music, which is the cur-
rent offering of the First Theater
- Gull the First Presbyterian

id at
Church of Blrmingham.

Openlrg night, it was an energetic
~ but  something-less-than-polished
. production,

‘ Quality in this case, however, Is
not the whole story,

, To paraphrase a note in u:e pro-

' gram, purpose of the FTG Is the

s(udy and pmcntatlnu of dramatic

den upstage behind the cast. Put him
on a riser or downstage where we
can see him.

OTHER MUSICAL adventures fn-

clude the famous whitewashing of ~

the fence, playing hooky from
school, the discovery of hidden trea-
sure in a cave, Tom Sawyer and
Huck Finn returning to their own fu-
neral and, of course, the murder in
the graveyard scene (which would
bave been better If there was more
light — even if It is nighttime — s0
we can sce what's going on).

Director Linda Kaufman descrves
kudos for getting her large and
mostly inexperienced cast through
the show with a minimum of boo-
boos, It consists of mostly grade-
schoolers, a few tecnagers, and &
half dozen adults, Many have nice
clear volces. Several reveal a natu-
ral stage presence, Most need to de-
velop their acting technigues and
work on stage movement.

Brian Kaufman in the lead role
has a pleasant singing volce (and a

to promote a better
lng of spiritual truths and provide
Christian fellowship. It's not unusu-
a), the group says, to find whole fam-
ilies lnvolved — which a pcnual of
the prog;:m attests. this
Tom Sawyer serves purpose
well. Among other thing, it presents
Tom with the moral dilemma of pro-
tecting himself from the wrath of In-
Jun Joe or preventing an lnnocent
man from being convicted of mur-

der,
Unfortunately, the dramatic Im-
pa:t of Tom’s declsion Is lost in the
trial scene, because he Ls almost bid-

y to play to the at
umpproprlnw times). Brian Eder
looks good as Huck Finn. Sara De-
nawitz, Susan Doerr, Heldi Swisher,
Grant Troyer and Tom Jolliffe have
their moments as schoolmates. John
Roberts and Nancy Troyer are be-
lievable as the Preacher and Widder
Douglas.

Best musical momenls are the

choral numbers with Hildy n's
able accompaniment on the piano.

A final kudo goes to Bernona Fry
and her costume crew. The costumes
are generally well done — especially
the young women's.

the great price of *49.00.

WONDERFUL EVENING
FOR TWO

$ 4900

A luxurious room for two. Exciting surrounding
— fun fitness center and indoor pool. Superb
dining and entertainment.

And in the morning — Free breakfast of your
choice in our Cache restaurant.

A wonderful evening for two ~— just for you for

Specify “Evening For Two"
making reservations. Valid Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Not applicable with other discounted
rate, Price is per room, per night up to two people
pet room, A limited number of rooms are
available for this promotion.

RAMADA HOTEL
' DETROIT-SCUTHFIELD

package when

28225 TELEGRAPH RD. « (313) 355-2929
. Worldwide Reservations 1-800-272-6232

830, 825 Pavilion 815 Lawn

Ruth Laredo, pianist
mul Ic of Rncn manlnolf, Prokoficy & Steavinsky

FIREWOI
820 815 Pn\ﬂlnn 810 Lawn

Del.roll Symphon;

John Nelson, conductor

Ida Haendel, violinist

musll: of fiertioz, Tchalkovsky
Korsakav

Rim:
820. 815 Pavilion 810 Lawn

July 21
Detroit Symphony
Varujan Kojlan, conductor
Constantine Orbellnn, pianist
music of Glinka, Khachuturian & uax in
820, 815 Pavilion |, 810 Lawt

wy 28
Detroit Symphony

Gunther Herblg, conductor
sololsta to be announced
Detrolt Symphuny ho!

music of Stravinaky, Bernatein & Ot
820 sx.. Pavilion 810 Lawn

Deu'oll Brmg
Gunther Herbig, conducmr

Chrysler Concert Series

fade possible through the gencrosity
of the Chrysler Corparation Fund

Meadow Brook
Music Festival
is the
Summer Home
of the
Detroit Symphony

CELEBRATING

[ ——
SUMMERS

Order your tickets now
before the rush!

Box office opens Thursday, June 9 for
in-person sales, After that date, tickets
will also be available at Hudson's, AAA,
and other Ticketmaster outlets, Prior to

June 9, ticket orders will be accepted

by mail or by phone and will be filled
after series patrons are accommodated.

Use Youir Visa, MasterCard or"
American Express |
t6 order tickets or

' CALL 377-2010
. ~Weekends: Noon to 6:00
9:00 to G:OO‘V

Another level of romance, this one
of a more serious nature and tender-
1y presented, concerns Sarah Brown,
a missicnary 2ealot played by Janls
Bender, and Sky Masterson, an ftn-
erant gambler played by Timothy
Lentz, Bender and Lentz team as an
engaging couple delivering some

Contributing heavily to the
comedic clement Is Robert Schultz
as Nicely-Nicely Johnson, Fred Shu-
lak as Benny and Bill Hellchuych as
Harry the Horse. The stage s also
filled with a checkerboard assort-
ment of crap-shooting, lovahle thugs
who are perpelua[ly in search of a

INTERNATIONAL

Tuesday, August 16
[ SFR{

June 25
Detroit Symphony Pupl

Nell Jouel tennr

D
“An hvnlng lﬂudgcn & Ilnmmr
818, 815 Pavition

July 30
Detmll Symphony

Dlvid Syme.lp nnlst
Greai

ltnuiiMGt‘nh\dnl l'llup:ndylnlllur
818, 815 Pavilion

SATURDAY SERIES 2
8:00 PM

Thuraday, May 10, 1080 O&E

e

game. They combine for some first-
rate chorus numbers and, at times,
share the stage with qulck-stepping
g‘ngrtam:n at the Hot Box Night

u

Pauvla D'Ambrosio and Dick
Bourez worked logether on the musl-
cal direction. Mike Breen designed
some workable sets that reflect the
multifaceted atmosphere of the
Broadway streel scene, a mission
mecting place, and a steamy setting
for a game of chance below the

sirects of New York.

SEETASTE BUDS .
Evory Monday in TASTE

Frank Hurxlev of B:rmmvbam,
a sales is

FOOD'S IN BLOOM--"

a longtime theaterlmj!

Celebrating-25 Yedrs
" as a Cultural:Program
of Oakiand University .

SUN DAY SERIES
ARTISTS SERIES
8:00 PM

) June
. Deuvu Symphony

Jerzy. Semkow. conduclnr ; w"d"‘f’d"y‘ ‘g‘:“::; Jerzy Semkow, conductor

inie of Tenaamaky T Praalst FIREWORK! T g men, palnlsl

szo 815 Pavillon 810 Lawn §22.50, 817.50 Pavilon 510 Lawn 820,815 Pavilion 810 Lawn
Jun w:dr;:sdngv(. Ju'iy (;17 " . . —

Dotmn Symphony ew York Orchestra of h Detroit Symphony

-.lr:n:yk Scmllu.sw. cg:t{:{:!?r Autheotic Instruments g:u ‘Semko;. lc(m'u:uclot'

music of Berlloz, Haydn & Beethoven Anner on Kimura Parker, planist

ﬁﬁmm. cellist
music of Haydn & Becthoven
§22.50, 817.50 Pavillon

music of Berlloz, Hayda, Liszt & Wagner

520, 815 Pavillon 810 Lawn

810 Lawn

J“Mg,u it Symphon; Friday, August 8 uty 3
troit Symphon; . Detroit Sympha:
Sixten Ehrling, conductor Chicago Symphony Sixten B.mg. cxlduclor

Davld Zinman, conductor
Cho- Lianr;‘;"l.ln. vlulln!sl
musie of B;

835, 827.50 Pm'lllon Sl.’x

Ru'.h Laredo, pianist
sic of Rachmanlnofl & Franck

Lawn 810 Lawn

FIREWORK:
820. 815 Pavitlon
uby De it S;
troit oy
John Ne! h{::‘.pconuuclcr
1da Haendel, viollnist
music of Bertior. Tchalkivsky &

Rimsky Korsakov
szo 815 Patlion 810 Lawn

el Philharmonic

asur, conductor
music of Haydn. Deethoven & Munsorgsky
530,825 Pavillon 815 Lawn

Merrill Ashley, principal dancer
John Mechan, guest artisi (
selections {rom Tchaikovaky bal
82250 $17.50 Pavilion

11 Lawn

Jullus Rudel, conductor Elmer chn:ln condu July 3

Sherrill Milnes, baritone TMuslc from the Great Motion PK:!I]R)

munlc of Mazart, Schubert & Hespighl. 818,815 Pavilion 812 Lawn ?:uﬁ‘ngm ch::d’ucmr

and other aperatle selcction : Sherrill Milnes, barito

820, 815 Pavilion 810 Lawn Degm“, smfhony Pops music of Mozt Schubert a— Rnpxnm
August 4 Erich Kunzel, conductor and ather operatic selectan,

Detroit Symphony Loulse Russell, soprano 520,815 Pavition  $10 Lawn

n Schlanbusch, bamunc
rateln”

August 7

Detroit i{mg ony

Gunther Herblg, conduclur
lolnm to be mnounced

trolt S
muﬂc of Slty;\:‘r?:ky l{-mmm & ot
820, 815 Pavilion $10 Lawn

812 Law

ops
Greenwell, cunduclur

e World in 80 Min; Auguat 14
iaudio Arrau, planist !n uﬂu the 1612 Overture” mm cannons Detroit S;
music of Weber, Tchnlkrmokyw Beethiven ‘818, 815 Pavilion 812 Lawn Guather Huglg. conductor
822.50, 817.50 Pavilion 811 Lawn A t27 cu?d“'ﬂ“’A‘:’m‘? (3 m“sk) o bee
Laser L t S, tacular! music of thoven
Thursday & Sunday Detroit Symphony Mud“’g‘,'mkpg.um Orchestra 822.50,817.50 Pavilion ~ §11 Lawn
concerts are the Rlchard Kapp. conductor Th“r[s::zei\nghm t 18

Ime” Muasur, condu cwr
muau: of Mendclssohn & Brahms

830, 825 Pavilion 815 Lawn

812 Lawn

30% DISCOUNT LAWN COUPON BOOKS
Each Lawn Coupon Dook costs &35 and s redeemable for 850 worth of full-price lawn tickets for
concerta of your cholce, excepting cancerta siating “No Discount Coupona.” Deginniag June 9,
coupons may be redeemed only at the Meadaw Brook F <by
For the Thursday
Towanda o pavition teket with
This poticy will also apply to pavition tickets for all concerts on the International Artista

Coupon 1s subject to ticket Sal coupon boo)u:mondune 18
0 Send me Lawn Coupon Books at $385 each Total $
TICKET ORDERS FOR SPECIFIC CONCERTS
Orders will be processed acconding 1o the day the order is recelved ance sctics aub
eommtated. Compiece the fort below and mail 0 Meadow Drook Festinal Bos Ofite. i Degnning
June 9, tickets may in person at attudson's, AAA
and other Ticketmaster outiets,
5 No. frice
Performance Date Per Sub-Towl
Séata Seatn
Add 53,00 Charge 8. 300

TotalEnclosed 8
Check here il you will not accept lawn should pavilion tickets be sold out, O

METHOD OF PAYMENT
0 Check enclosed (made payable to Meadow Brook Music Festivat)

Charge my 0O MasterCard D Visa O Amcrican Express
Card® Expiration Date
Signature
Required for Change Orders
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Namne.
Street & Number
Ciy State 21p.
Day Phone Eve Pho
Mail Orders To:  Meadow Brook Ilnulr: Festival Box Office
O d Unlvers!
T Rochester, Miehmn 48309-4401
When ordering tickets for specific concerts. please Inchude 83.00 handling charge per ader.
v e e e e e e B o o
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the balance of the Uchet value payable In cash [June 23 not lﬂll-lhle).
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