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Thompson: ‘Carry on

Second in a series

By Tim Richard
staff writer

E'S helr apparent. But he's
golng to have to fight for
the job.

Richard ‘Thompsan, 50,
of Clarkston was Qakland County
Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson’s
choice to be his chief assistant when
Patterson won the office in 1972,
Last month, Patterson announced he
wouldn't seck a flfth term and said
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he would work for Thompson in the
Aug. 2 Republican primary.

Q. In terms of the prosecutor's
office, whot kave you beea doing the
last four years?

A. Basically I've been the chief as-
sistant prosecutor, a statutarily cre-
ated office. You're the prosccutor
when he's absent, 11}, or otherwise
can't perform hls duties.

As second in command, I have
day-to-day responslbility for running
the office, making sure polleles are
Implemented, the budget is met, all
the courts are staffed,

We have a staff of 133 cmployees
— 70 of whlich are asslstant prosecu-
tars, nlne Investigators, the rest cler-
Ical support. We have a budget of
over $7 milllon. We handle ail the
state criminal matters in 14 circuit
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courts and 33 district courts.

Q Is hiring involved?

A. Yes. The hirlng, firing, discl-
pline normally come through my ofi-
lee.

Q. How do you evaluate altorneys’
performance in courts?

A. Basically we have a yearly per-
formance evaluation that is done by
the immediate supervisor of the indi-
vidual. In addition, we keep statis-
lics on every prosecutor to develop 2
basls to evaluate people — thelr
sklis, thelir productlvity, their Indus-

try,

Every month we get a statlstlcal
readout on how many cases each
prosccutor handled? How many
trled? If it was tried, how many
gullty as charged? Reduced
charges? Was the case dlsmissed by
the court? For what reasons?

Q. Whom do yon deal with on a
day-to-day basis — division heads or
what?

A. 1do alot of things. Number
one, I do a lat of investigations, I ap-
pear in court on occaslon,

As an administrator, 1 have divi-
slon chiefs who report to me. We've

got a warrants division, district

court division, appellate divislon,
family support dlvision, criminal in-
vestigations division and administra-
tion dlvision,

Q. Where did you grow up?

A. 1 was born and raised In Dear-
born. My father was a worker on the
assembly line at Ford Motor Ceo. He
was an immigrant. He never had a
formal education himself but felt it
was Important and f me on
getting a great educatlon,

I went to military school (Staun-
ton, in Virginla) for my prep school
years. At one point I was going to

Richard Thompson
chief assistant prosecutor

make the milltary my carcer — un-
til (President) Truman flred (Gen.)
MacArthur (as UN commander in
Korea, 1952).

I wenl to the University of Michi-
gan and then went Into the military
as an officer. Went through infantry
trainlng school in Fort Benning, Ga.,
went to Army Intelligence school
and spent the rest of my two years
active duty with the Army Intelli-
gence Center In Fort Holabird, Md.,

. outside Baltlmore.

Q. What made you decide to be-
come a lawyer?

A. That was something in the back
of my mind if I didn’t go into the
military — the challenge, the adver-
sarfal role of the courtroom. It
scemed exciting, always interesting.

Q. You've been Brooks Patterson’s

rooks’ legacy’ :

chief assistant 16 years, Do you have
any priorities in secking legislation
that might be the same, or even dif-
fereat?

A. Not different. Patterson's ad-
ministratlon has been basically mine
also, The policles that were devel-
oped werc policles that he and I
waorked on.

Right after his first campalgn
{1972), he and I took a vacation to-
gether to Mexlco, and durlng that pe-
ried we lald out our agenda for the
prosecutor’s office and followed that
agenda ever since.

‘The policies always had one gen-
eral theme: Make sure the victim Is
always represented in court, the vic-
Um’s rights are protected, We devel.
oped the no-plea-bargaining policles
- starting.with drug cases. In 1872,
our campaign slogan was 300 drug
dealers were arrested, and not one

Fifteen percent of the criminals
commit 70 to B0 percent of the'vie-
lent crimes. The most-efficient ube
of our resoucces would be laws “that
getat that 15 percent.

In our offlce, we have a carcer
criminal program — (he person can-
victed one or mare times. We file a
habitual offender action against him
to Increase the sentence and Jock
him up a little longer.

The courts still do not make usc of
the autherity they have o increase
the sentence. They will Increase’it at
the top but not at the minimotn,
which allows the person to get out ut
the same time as If he had not been
charged (as a habitual criminal).’

Q. In actuality, the mlnlmum N-n
tence is the real sentence —?

A. Exactly. One of the ma]or nb
Jectlves I would hnve is to give nmuni-

went 1o trial; they were all plea-b.
gained away.

Since that time, a number of cate-
gories have been added — armed
robberies, burglaries, felons in pos
session of firearms, crimes against
senior citizens, violent erimes. . . .

mum 50 -tjiat
the courts don't have the discreu
that they will have lo sentenc
person to a higher minimum
tence,

June 2: Jeffrey Leib.

Dems field candidate

The Oakland Democratle ticket Is
starting to take shape.

Barry Kraemer of the Oak Park
public safety department sald he
would file Friday to run for prosecu-

T,

The Sterling Helghts resident said
he dld not expect to be challeaged in
‘the Aug.2 Democratic primary. The
Democratic nominee will face the
winner of a three-way Republican

primary to replace L. Brooks Paitcr
son, retiring after four terms
Darlene Berent, executlve dhc

was reported to be Interviewing ¢
didates and could not be reuched
confirmation or comment on the'rest
of the ticket.

Flling deadline for county offic cx
all currently held by Republicans. i:
4 p.m. Tuesday.
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Memorial Day Clearance
25% to 40% Off!

* 40% off Designer and Better Sportswear...the best of
Anne Klein, Miss V by Valentino, Calvin Klein, Fscada, Donna Karan, o

Dana Buchman, Perry Ellis Portfolio, Spitainick,

Adrienne Vittadini, Anne Klein 1I, Ellen Tracy, Ralph Lauren...

and sportswear made for SFA exclusively.

® 40% off a selection of the latest trends from our contemporary collections, ;i
plus the hottest summer sweaters around...novelty cropped tops

and assorted cotton knits.

* 30% to 40% off the weekend looks you want now including
jeans, shorts, sweaters, skirts, tee shirts in lightweight fabrics.

Find summer looks from Perry Ellis America,

Calvin Klein Sport and Adrienne Vittadini Sport, and others.
® 25% off linen classics in summer brights...trousers, full and slim skirts,

blazers and camp shitts.

® 25% to 40% off the best dress silhouettes including linens, cottons,
day into evening and special occasion. Find Liz Claiborne, Ellen Tracy,
Julie Francis, UMI Collection, Richard Warren, After Five, Chetta B and ;

Adrienne Vittadini among other famous names.

* 30% off linen separates, the latest in silk and cotton brights,

and washed madras separates.

" #30% to 40% off our famous shoe collections where you'll find
pumps, sling-backs, low heels by Fenton®Last,

Bruno Magli, Stuart Weitzman, Calvin Klein,

Joan and David Too, Bandolino and many more.

»30% off our finest handbags in supple leather

and summery fabrications. Find handbag selections

from Sharif and others.

« 25% to 40% off our famous sleepwear and robe collections.
Find names like David Brown, Robes of California, Natori

and Chnstlan Dior.

. 30% off selected Men'’s dress shirts including classic cotton
; and cotton blends in addition to some of our finest linens.

» 40% off selected KIDS wear.

*Intesmediate price reductions may have been taken prior to this clearance sle;

fimited selections available. Not all iterns available in afl SFA stores.
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