By Todd Schneidar
stoff writer

Take the super high fidelity and
durability of a compact dlsc, add hit
movies and the wide selectlon typi-
cat of videotapes, throw In a dash of

ty and you've got one man's recipe
for the future of home clectronics.

Laser dlscs.

This high-tech amalgam of Amert-
ca's two favoritc home entertain-
ment medlums in the 19808 — video-
cassettes and compact discs — s
ready to Lake the world by starm, ac-
cording to John O'Brien,

And If it docs, O'Brlen wliil be
there leading the charge.

O’Brien Is the chalrman and presi-
dent of LaserLand, an 18-month-old
Colorado-based company, which |s
beuting the shlny, eight-, 12- and 20-
Inch discs will be the next step in the
audio/video revolutlon,

He was in town recently to demon-
strate the product at LaserLand's
Novi store, anc uf elght North Amer-
fcan outlets.

*Thls technulogy Is golng to
change forevet Lhe way human be-
Ings see, hear and Jearn,” O’Brien
said.

A TALL order for something de-
signed — at least in its initial Incar-
nation — to improve weckend televi-
slen playtime.

But consider the advantages laser
dises and laser disc players hold
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John O'Brien, chairman and president of LaserLand, predicts
laser discs are the wave of the fulure.

ALL AROUND THE TOWN.

user-fricndly educatlonal opportunl-.

‘over their ape counterparts, and
maybe, just maybe, O'Brien Isn't far
of[ the mark.

So, just what is this marvel?

Without dazzling you with a lot of
technological mumbo juinbo, a laser
disc Is essentially a compact dlse
wlth pletures, Using the same basle
jdea behind the musical compact
disc, laser dises contaln the same
types of mavles, concerts and how-to
programs (i.c. Jane Fonda's aeroble
workouts) traditlonally available on
videotape.

‘The difference In the two products
is In pleture, sound, durablilty and
price. Laser discs win on all four
counts.

A laser dise — played through disc
player, conventional television, ster-
eo amplifier and speakers — will
give you a high-resolution picture
(about twice as sharp as broadcast
television) and digltally recorded
sound track (the same as a compact
disc player).

1t Is scratch resistant and should
last, oh, about 600 yuurs, according
to O'Brien.

IN THE other corner, we have a
typlcal VHS videocassette, which of-
fers a picture slightly murkier than
broadeast tetevision, begins to erode
after the first play and might fIll
your faverite movie with white lines
and snow.

Then there's the high cost of build-
ing a movic library of $89.95 and up
videoiapes. Laser discs retail for
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abaout one-third of that.

Of course, Jaser dlsc technology is
not without its drawbacks.

The players sell for. $800-$300,
about three times the price of an in-
expenslve VCR, The players, though,
can handle conventlonal, audio-only
compact discs In addltion to laser
discs, eliminating the need for both
machlnes.

O'Brien said he sees the price
“probably coming down in ihe next
two or three years.”

BUT TIM Macaddino, who holds
the Novi LaserLand franchise, sald
the stormy Amerlcan dollar vs. Jap-
anese yen relationship makes it difi-
cult to predict prlee trends.

Laser discs are ready to fly

The dises can't be used for home
recording, which isn't a great loss,
O'Brien said. "Only about cight per-
cemt of the VCR-owing public uses
the machine to record off of home
TV,” he suid.

Disc rental fsn't part of O'Brien's
operating plan, although with dis-
count pricing, some discs can be
bought for as low as $8.

And movie watchers will have to
get up at least once during a film to
change sides.

BUT O'BRIEN claims the pluses
far outwelgh the minuses.

“Yes, CDs revolutlonlzed the mu-
sic industry. But what Jaser discs
will do is make audio-only products
obsolete.”
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AMERICAN FURNITURE, ANTIQUE GUNS, T
LITHOGRAPHS AND AMERICAN WATER-
COLORS TO BE FEATURED IN THE
JUNE SALE AT STALKER GALLERY

The Amarlcan furnlture Includes an important sausage turned
splatback arm chalr clrca 1700, a blanket chest, sawbuck
lable, hutch chalr, work tables, Windsor chalrs, Federal 3-part
dining table, etc. Other furnlture Includes two art deco
sideboards, emplre croch mahogany armoire, an imporiant
heavily carved mahogany cablnet, Eastloke period cylinder
secretary desk and a y dining sulte by )
and an antique gun collection.
Important lithographs by Chagall, Picasso etchings by Louis
lcart, fine watercolors by the Amerlcan anists Thomas Moran,
. Malcome Morley and G.H. Story, ete.
Additional items Include sterling silver, orlenta! export and
imari porcelain, orlental carpets, art glass by Galle, Daum
Nancy and more.
PREVIEW: Tuesday, May 31, 1988 noon to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 1, 1988 noon to 8 p.m.
Thursday, June 2, 1988 10 a.m. 10 2 p.m.

AUCTION: THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 2 7:00 p.m.

Stalker Gallery, Inc.

APPRAISERS » AUCTIONEERS
2975 W. Maple Road at Coolidge « Troy
313/288-3820
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