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GOP Champ Romney Sits- Out

By TIM AICHARD
Michigan Republicans showad at
thalr national and stats conven-
tions this year that Gaorge Romney
15 their admired leader and un-
. challengeabls gulda, no matter
what other politicos and the paws
" media do to him,

But the irony is that in 1983,
for tha first Bme Iinr four elec-
tions, the Rompey name itsell
won't be leading the state GOP
ticket, He’s only In the middle
of his four-year term,

THE NAME AT the top of the
ticket will"be Richard M, Nixon,
a man whom tha overwhelming
Michigan majority didn‘t support
for the presidecttal nomination,

Tha second Rgpublican came od
Obsarverland ballots will be the
congressional candidate -- Mar-
vin Esch in the 2nd District, Jack
Boyle 1n the 15th, Jack McDonald
in the I9th, None was a Nixon.
men before tha natiopal conven-
tion,

When it comes to stata oifices,.
the ticket will no longer be led,;
by the admlnistrative board in
presidential years, and this year
thers lar’t even a Senate candidate
to veta on, The Stats Board of
Education candidates will lead that
Heket,

And so, after being led by Rom-
nay to a comeback In 1962, through
# debacle In 1964, and back agaln
in 1986, Michigan Republicans will
have to turn to Nixon for ticket
streagth, or use their own draw-
ing power to help Nixon -- which-
aver the case may be,
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AFTER ROMNEY won 2 third
term and electsd much of his te-
ot in 1966, it locked as ifhe would
be the leading moderate-liberal
tor the 1968 preaidantial
pomination, Ha entered the race --
then prompily blew it with one ilI-
worded remark about having been

hed'* by the Joh Ad-
mamamu:m on his trip to Viet-
nam, He saw he would naver maks
1t and dropped ocub,

Yet Michigan's GOP stuck with
him and made him a favorits son
at thelr spring stats convention in

. Datroit. Few realized It at the
time, but that move was to have
a great significance later at the
national convention,

Tha significance was this: By
itself, the Michigan delsgation
would have throwm 30 or 32 of
(ts 48 votas to New York's Gov,
Nelson Rockefeller for presidant,
But to prevent @ first-ballot vic-
tory for Nixom, tha states with
favorita sons tried to stick to their
poaitions In order to subdue what-
ever Nizon minorities there were
In the dalagation, In Michlgan's
case, thers were a dozen flrm
Nixon backers,

it didn't work, Michigan went

No Late Starter

At 10 p.m, Election Night, 1656,
President Dwight D, Eisenhower
joined the celabration at Wash-
ington’s Sheraton-Park Hotel, He
declined to watch Adlal Steven-
son’s concesslon on telavision,
He hadn't Tooked at Stevensondur-
ing the campalgn, he s and
nad no Intentlon of etar k0

. tlon among M

44 votes for Romney and four for
Nizon (these were u:b;xlly Ronald
Reagan supporters trylng to em-
barrass Romopay), but Nixon won
on the first ballot,
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ON THE FLOOR aftar that sas-
sfon and in the long ride back
to the hotel along 5Gﬂ;amy Miami
Beach that Thursday thorning, this
reporter found a spiril of resigna-

and its poison drained out, The
wound would heal, be sald,

And [t began to heal quickly,
A faw weeks later, the Michigan
GOP beld its state convention in
Grand Rapids io nomirate candi-
dates for the State Supreme Court
and four education boards,

Who should be the keynotar but
Spiro Agnew, He was greeted
warmly by Romney axd everyone.

legates who hadn't known much

There wus good regson, ¢5pec-
1ally among suburban'and cutstate
clty Republicans, A[pﬂnla poll
had shown them Nixan would ruo
nearly as well as Rockefeller
statewide, but wou!d trail in the
districts of the five (reshmencon-
gressmen whom they and Rompey
bad worked so hard lo elect in
1966,

That spirit of resignation turned
to outright reballion by Ttursday
poon when Nixon, alter listening

o a lot of advice féom the South”

and tittle from the industrial
Northeast, pleked Maryland’s Gov.
Splro Agnew as his running mats,
Rompay asked his delegation ot
to *inititate’* any revolt, but be
didot try to stop them from tak-
ing part In someona else’s driva,
They ¢id -- and at|the last mo-
meant, the pams put (in nomination
aguinst Agnew's turped out to be
George Remney,
» L] .
AGNEW WON BIG, of course,
but the unsuccessful revolt had
tsught Nixon a lesson: He had
better pay closer to the
big northarn states,
,Consider how Nixon had won,
He got some support from 46 of
tha 53 delegations, |which looks
good. But when ooe|looks at the
blg states, the story s dlffsrent,
I Nixon didnt get el single dele-
gate vote out of Callfornia, most
populeus state (n the unlon, He got
ai tiny token cut of ¥ew York, He
picked off only a third of Pen-
ngylvania, He got powhere with
Ohio, He got almostnowbare with
Michigan, Only wben he reached
Dlinols did he amm any first-
bulol delegate w'enzth.
- s

WOULD THE ANGER at the
Nlxon- Agnew ucknt- cause Mich-
igan Republicans drag thelr
teet in November? ,'

‘Apparently not, Romnoey likened
the antl-Agnew reyolt to a fes-
tering sore that ba‘ﬂ bean lanced,

gbout him began locking at his
record as a ‘rstates responsibil-

ites’
11ked 1t

man and declaring they

L

THERE WAS another factor to
boost the Michigan GOP optimism
at that fall Grand Rapids conven-
tion, For the first ime in more
than g decade, they werae inat
ing a number of incumbents for
re-election to stale posts, They
woere no lopger having to baitle
over whick unknown would be put
up as a sacrificial lamb to be
mowed down by the majority Dem-

ocrats,
. The selection of a campalgn
commitice came off peacefully,
Moreover, in the Aug, 6 primary,
moderates had generally improv-
ed their positionggainstconserva-
tives In precinct delegate races,
most notably in Oakland County.
So even after a mumber of na-
tional convention setbacks, and
despite the absenca of the Rom-
ney name on the ballot, the Mich-
igan Republicsn Party is far from .
pessimistic,

HELP

Elect

TO WORK FOR:
® Modernizing County Government
® Greater Cooperation Among All Local Governmants
® Improved Health Services
® Adequate Juvenile Court Services
@ Impartial Law, Enforcement

REORGANIZE
COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

Don FRIEDRICHS

COUNTY SUPERVISOR

FRIEDRICHS HAS SUPPORTED:
® A Chamber of Commerce-Campaign for New Roads

@ Park D and R ion Prog for ALL
@ Western Wayne founty s Nawest Family YMCA e
Batter’ Human Relations * Goog Sc)';oalsl ey

.SERVICE ABOVE SELF

ELECT an Outstanding Citizen - ™

DON FRIEDRICHS,
On Tuesday, November 5

DEMOCRAT

Paid Potiucal Adverusement

Keep Congressman

MARV ESCH

Working For You
In Washington

For further infdrmation on 1he Esch record, write 8633 Wlshlenaw Ann Nbo:
BI04, or call 43-ESCH. Esch for Congress Ccmmmee, Gewge Thome‘frux

Paig Political Advertisement

i




