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Try alternate route

Brook p

ternate routes to the music festival In order to avold 1-75 con-|
struction slow-downs. The festival has supplied this map)|
showing roads that lead to Meadow Brook.

that concertgoers take al-|

Vocalist Johnny Mathis appears Friday-Saturday and Harry Be-

lafonte sings Monday at Meadow

Brook Music Festival,

Meadow Brook
begins 25th year

Meadow Brook Music Festival
will open its 25th season today, with
the Detrolt an

Pertman performs the music of Bee-
thoven with the Detrolt Symphony
on June 23, Jerzy Semkow

all-Tchatkovsky concert. Jerzy Sem-
kow will conduct the program
featuring planist Jean-Bernard
Pommier.

Popular concerts were added to
the festival in 1969, but the DSO has .
continued to perform at the festival
without Interruption for 24 years,

Singer Johnny Mathls will return
to the outdoor Baldwin Pavilion on
Friday and Saturday.

Singer-songwriter Harry Be.
lafonte opens Meadow Brook's sec-
ond week at 8 p.m. Monday. Comedi~
an Steven Wright and singer Buster
P share the bill

vening.
World-famous  violinist Itzhak

conducting.

Dinosaurs sing and dance in the
Hudson Vagabond Puppets' “Mam-
moth Follles,” a children’s concert,
at 11 a.m. Saturday, June 25.

Academy award-winning compos-
er Elmer Bernstein will conduct the
Detrolt Symphony Pops in music
from “Animal House,” “Alrplane,”
“*Ghostbusters” and other movies on
Saturday, June 25,

Planist Jon Kimura Parker will
perform with the Detroit Symphony
under the baton of Jerzy Semkow on
Sunday, June 26,

Evening concerts begin at 8 p.m.
except where otherwise noted. The
grounds open at 6 p.m.

Nose to nose
With the ‘Elephant Show’ stars

By Csihle Breldenbach
speclal writer

HARON, LOIS & BRAM, the
children’s entertainment
group loved by the peanut
butter crowd and their cap-

tivated parents, will open Meadow
Brook Music Festival's children's
concert serles at 11 a.m. Saturday.

‘The trio’s popular “Elephant
Show" runs seven days a week on
“Nlcketodeon,” the children's cable
network. Nine albums by Sharon,
Lols & Bram sell llke blockbusters in
Canada and are beginning to take off
inthe .S,

“Beeause it's a border clty, De-
troit is a jump ahead of the rest of
the U.S. In knowing about us,” Bram
Morrison said, over the phone from
Toronto, “Qur show has been avall-
able on CBC since it started.”

“The Elephant Show" has caught
on In other cities this side of the bor-
der since it began showing on U.S,
cable networks in October 1987,

OI the group's ability to pick songs
kids love, Bram said, “The three of
us have spent a lot of time on the
Moor, nose to nose with children.”

They all have children, now
grown, and Bram believes their In-
volvement with music and the chil-
dren happened simultancously.
Bram has two adult children and
“two and & half grandchildren,” Lols
has a grown son Ilving in Californla
and Sharon has a daughter in Cali-
fornia and a son at a university In
Canada,

Before he jolned with Sharon and
Lols, Bram taught sixth grade, or as
they say In Canada, “grade slx." He
worked as an itinerant music teach-
er in the schools as weil as perform-
ing in the Marlposa Folk Festival
and touring as guitarist for Alan
Mills,

BOTH SHARON and Lols ran mu-
sic workshops for chlldren in the To-
ronto schools before the three pooled
thelr experience and repertoires in
1978 (o produce thelr first album
“One Elephant, Deux Elephants.”

“We borrowed $20,000 from
frlends and family, most of whom
thought they'd never see thelr money
ever again,” Bram said.

The three knew they'd struck a
chord with the young crowd when
only three months later they pald
back their Investors and had profits
besldes,

The Toronto-based group draws
music from everywhere. Its shows
and albums include a healthy selec-
tton of folk songs, a smattering of
jazz, old round-the-campfire favor.
ites, Mother Goose rhymes, rock
tunes, calypso, Broadway hits and
songs the entertalners remember

Sharon, Lois & Bram, phenomenally successful entertainers of

young people and their families, open. the children's concert
series Saturday at Meadow Brook Music Festival. It you haven't
got your tickets yet, it's too late — the show sold out nine days -

ago.

from thelr childhoods — all deliv.
ered with effervescent enthuslasm.

“The most important thing In put.
ting over a song Is to show you enfoy
it,” Bram said. “You can't fake it. If
9-year-olds see me having fun doing
‘Eensy Weensy Spider’ they figure
it's OK for them to do it too.”

“People like dolng things,” he
sald. The group bullds aclivities into
its success formula. Fingers dance in
“Thumbkin,” arms swing like trunks
in “One Elephant, Deux Elephants,”
kids shout advice to the monkey’s
mother, and slng along wlth gusto to
most songs.

“Qur audlences aren’t passive,”

Bram said, with marked understate--

ment,

The group takes pride in the tre-
mendous variety In its songs and In
its arrangements,

“The casy way Is to put songs
through the same arrangement mill

and have them end up all sounding
the same. We don't do that. If it's
calypso, we try to make it sound the
way they do It in the islands.”

Bram sald Its arrangements vary
from “one unaccompanled voice 1o
three-part harmony with a full swing
band and everything in between."

THIS YEAR the three celebrate
thelr 10th year as a group. “Luckily
we're good friends,” Bram said.

They like to get together with
thelr spouses to talk about what
makes the world tick and to share
their love for good food. “We love to
cook, to eat our cooking, and to eat
other people’s good cooking.” When
they're on tour they always "look for
the good meal in town.”

Nowadays when they travel, their
elephant mascot comes along as part
of the show. A series of accldents
entwined thelr llves with elephants.

‘The bilingual Jead song in their [irst
album, “One Elephant, Deux Ele-
phanis,” became a bit, so when they
needed a name for their record com-
pany, Elephant Records scemed 2
Togleal choice.

-A few years back when they were
dolng a show in Taronto, the Toronto
Dance Company had just ended a
productlon of Babar and had baggy-
kneed clephant costumes available.
So Sharon, Lols & Bram asked to
barrow a costume and 2 dancer as 3
cute additlon to one of thelr shows,

“It was an Instant success,” Bram
said, “and we've had an elephant
mascot cver since.” Now everyone
gives them elephants and they love
them,

“Our houses are full of elephant
figures. I've got hundreds and hun.
dreds In my house, .

“They're strong, intelligent, gentle
and friendly,” Bram sald, in pralse
of clephants. Not a bad recommen-
dation for apy creature, even on
with wrinkly knees, -

On Saturday morning Sharon, Lols
& Bram will cavort with an elephant
on the Meadow Brook stage and sing
songs that make the world seem
young and full of magle. .

Concert
sells out
far ahead :

Tickets sold out nine days ago for
the Sharon, Lois and Bram concert.
Meadow Brook Music Festival an-
nounced that this was the flrst time
in festival history any concert sold
out that far ahead.

ause of the huge crowd, gates
will open at 9:30 a.m. instead of the
usual 10 a.m., for the concert at 11.
Bowman's Catering wi serve from
9:30 a.m. until after the concert, at
Trumbull Terrance. Available will
be lemonade, soft drinks, snacks for
kids, and coffee and iced tea for par.

ents.

Sold out are the 2,200 Baldwin Pa-
vilion seats and 5,300 lawn seats, for
a total of 7,500 concertgoers, who
will gather on the Oakland Universi-
ty campus In Rochester Hills.

Other concerts in the children’s se-
ries Include the Hudson Vagabond
Puppets in “Mammoth Follies,” Sat-
urday, June 25; the Plecolo Opera
Company In “Little Red Riding
Hood,"” Saturday, July 283, and Bob
McGrath of “Sesame Street,” Satur-
day, Aug. 13.

Sizzling

plenty of warm tortillas.

$5

So hurry to Catlos Murphy's for our

Fajitas

The Hottest Mexican Meal In Town!

$5.95

It's the ish that's caused quite a commotion and Carlos Murphy's
has perfected every sizzling bite.

Get your choice of grilled sirloin or chicken, sizzling with garden
fresh bell peppers, onions, and tomatoes. Served with rice, beans,
guacamole, salsa, sour cream and two cheeses. All ready to voll into

.95 SIZZLING FAJITAS.
Things are really heating up,
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Must present this coupon. .
29244 Northwestern Hwy,
Southfleld, 352-6330

Offer expires 7988, Price does not include tax or tin.

30140 Van Dyke, Warren, 574-9440

»

GET READY FOR YOUR

4th OF JULY PARTY NOW!
With These Specials From

COMPANY

Mg.u\u\\o"‘”\" S

Factory Quanlity Pnckn;lr\; Onty
Get Them While They Lastli

PICNIC SUPPLIES
WHOLESALE PRICES ON
A Largs Assortment of Colored Napkins,
Plates, Cups &
Package or by the Casa.

Silverware by the

= = = = COUPON « Expires 7-5-88% = =

GRADUATION

SUPPLIES &

DECORATIONS
plates « graduation §
OUR ALREADY §
o JOWERICES
res 7-5-88%= = =

. A'f.LON PLASTIC '
- ICE TEA DISPENSERS
' WITH SPIGOT

1s133

{===~COUPON + Expl
1G,

) *2.49¢ea.
1% .

$2.29 EA.
FOR3

Store Hours:
8:30-5 M-F
8:30-3 Sat.

- SHEAT FORSUNTEAL $OE
BRING IN THESE COUPONS & SAVE®

mop:& COMPANY

1208S Telegraph, Rogtord. MI 48239
¥ 8.,

I
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= = = = COUPON * Explres 7-5-88*% = = =y
ICE CREAM SOCIAL SUPPLIES :
CHOCOLATE SYRUP N

1Full Gallon *5.95 EA.
1 . Other Flavors Avaliabla In % Gatlon Glass Jars.
Butterscatch, Pinsapple, Fudge, Strawberry, Cherry
- -

OE

Rolls of Ribbon at CLOSEOUT PRICES!
AlLsrge Assortment of Colors & Pattemns

$2.95ea. $2.49¢Ea.

FOR 5 ROLLS
-

*1.99 £,

OLLS

Coupon must be
presented ai time
of purchase
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