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Pandas overshadow other animals’ plight

S IT WAS a family of blucjays,
swooplng down to Lhe patio, that in~
terested C.J. the most.

. Swoosh . . . swoosh . . . his big
fluff of a black cat's tail brushed the
tarpeting as the birds teased him
through the windew. If he could talk,
€J. would probably tell me there
are more than 20 specles of birds lo
watch out back.

I A cat's delight, you say. His life
wasn'L always a bag of catnip,

. €J.'s problems are’ mintmal to-
day, compared to nearly five years
ago when we found him as a kitten,
He was clther lost or abandoned
when we discovered him in a south-

ern Lapeer County park.

He actually found us. He was flea-
infested, had worms, mites and, as
we later discovered, a horrible fear
of (hunder, water, and small chil-
dren. He welcomed our autumn of-
fering of cider mitl doughnuts, fresh
from a vislt to Goodlson,

We took him home (o sit by the
window and keep our older cat com-
pany.

Watching CJ. enjoy his window
perch, while reading about the Chi
nese Panda Saga, Is what led me to
pondar the atrocitles of animal
abuse.

SURELY YOU'VE rcad about
pandas like Le Le and Nan Nan,
whose visit to the Taledo 200 was
approved. And that a slmilar invita-
tlon by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and the Michigan
United  Conservation Club was de-
nled this week.

1 have nothing against pandas nor
have 1 taken sides tn the “should
they or shouldn't they visit" debate,
What amazes me s the amount of
attention belng glven to these pan-
das, while untold abuscs of domestic
animals are rampant throughout our
country.

Granted, the pandas are nearly ex-
tinct, but if we continue treatirg our
everyday {ricnds in an abusive way,
a similar future could face them,

‘There are thousands of dogs, cats
and other anlmals just in Michigan
who never find homes or who have
abusive owners. More than 5,000
cases of anlmal cruelty were investi-

gated just last year, according Lo

‘The Michigan Humane Soclety has
ways d buf

Dale Seguin, one of four g:
tors with the Michigan Humane Socl-
ety. Although the abuses are
throughout the state, most were In
Detrolt and it's surrounding tri-coun-
ty area,

“There's really no way of deter-
ring things like this, excepl to edu-
cate peaple,” Seguin sald.

BUT BON'T the 5,000 complaints
show that people are more aware of
the abuses, and more concerned?

“1t's good In a way, but we wish
there weren't so many out there,”
Seguin sald.

al!
has become more sophlsticated in
the past few years, Seguln said.

Complalnts range from lack of
food to horrible physlcat abuse and,
although most involve dogs and cats,
others have reported abuses to chim-
panzees and Canadtan Elk.

Certzinly it's appropriate to dis-
cuss the plight of the pandas, but we
need to look in our own back yard
for abuses closer to home.

Next time you find a cat or dog,
like our C.J., see If you can't make a
little blt of room in your heart ~
and home — to take him in,

Great security scare
rages on in the courts

THE WEALTHY had machine
guns mounted atop thelr country
homes. Busincssmen, stockplied
canned goods and candles, A Holly-
woaod director carrled a wardrobe of
-old clothes so that he could disap-
pear Into the erowd In an emergen-

cy. .
-Amerlca In (he 1980s? No, -the
foregolng Is frem one paragraph de-
scriblng the winter of 1932 in Wil
llam Manchester’s “The Glory and
the Dream,” a soclal history that be-
gins with the Great Depression.
1t makes you wonder what soclal
historians will write 30 or 50 years
from now about our relatlvely
peaceful era.

THE LATEST shocker, bound to
Is

L CEgE Tim
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vorce rate, that's a lot of threats
compared to the Hoover-FDR era,

In Grand Rapids, the district
court’s small claims dlvislon reports
landlord-tenant cases bring out
threats.

A Detrolt district judge Is quoted
as asking for a bulletproof panel in
front of his bench.

I've written recently about the ex-
dreams of the Oakland

be quoted by 's helrs,
the copyrighted yarn in the June 13
cditlon of Michigan Lawyers' Week-
Iy, published in Lansing.

Reporter Steve Harrington went
through litigation under the Free-
dom of Informallon Act - litiga-
tion, mind you — to force out publle
informatlon: a list of pistol-packing
Michigan judges,

While the paper chose not to pub-
lish the names, the numbers and the
ancedotes are scary,

‘Permitied to carry weapons are
114 judges, including 25 In Detroit
and six {n Oakland County, and three
of the 18 Appeals Court judges but
none of the Supreme Court justices.

“DRUGS,” YOU will say, but you
will be only partly right.

Divorce cases bring out lots of
threats against not only judges but
lawyers. Glven our SO-percent di-

clrcuit bench for a whole new court-
house with elaborale security pre-
cautions and separate entrances for
court personnel, defendants, witness.
cs and the public.

You could widen a lot of suburban
mile roads with that kind of money.

PRIVATE SECURITY s one of
the fastest growing Industrics in the
natlon. .

You know that from your own ex.
pericnce: guards at the gates of
apariment complexes, bulletproof
glass in (ront of suburban bank
tellers In high-risk locatlons, picture
IDs and electrontc buzzers in a host
of otherwlse tame-looking offices,
rent-a-cops everywhere.

‘This newsman finds sccurity in the
U.S, Courthouse in downtown Detrolt
partlcularly obnoxlous. Go there on

routine business, and you'll be treat-
cd like an Iranian terrorist.

Accordlng (o Michigan Lawyers
Weekly, those guards confiscate 50
fircarms and 300 knives each month.

Detrolt is headquarters of Michi-
gan's eastern district. At the western
district in Grand Rapids, they have a
different attltude. Judges think
courts should be accessible to the
people. But out there, only 15 knives
are found each month, and guns are
rare, It's a different world,

AGAIN, ONE wonders if a future
soclat historlan won't find our gener-

- ation paranold.

Amerlca in the Depression came
darn close to a revolution. Many
writers openly admired the Soviet
Union and communism. Mussolini
had his fans, and Hitler came to
power the same year as FDR,

Hungry people marched on Wash.
ington, stormed courthouses and bul-
lied buyers away from farm auc.
tions. The criminal fallout frem Pro-
hibition was still observable,

‘Today’s society is far more stable.
Our kids (wrongly) are more afrald
of Reagan and the nukes than they
are of Soviet tanks, The quislings of
World War II arc gone and the
peacenlks of the '60s are silent.

1 have a hunch that 80 percent of
today’s “‘security” s a) useless and b)
induced by managerial midgets who
Jjust want te push peeple around.

Meanwhile, let's not hear anyone
deprecate the McCarthylte “Red
Scare” of the 1950s. That was mild
compaced to the “security” precau-
tions of today. I've seen both.

MON., THURS., FRI: "TIL 8:30
TUES., WED., SAT. "TIL 5:30 &

bedraom®*

Good and bad news
about college tuition

THESE DAYS, more than ever,
folks are sitting around and scratch-
ing thelr heads, wondering how the
heck they are golng to pay those
heavy-duty tuilions for university.

Samchow, no matter how hard you
try, saving cnough money seems al-
most impossible.

Today we have both some bad
news and some great news for those
contemplating sending children to
college.

Ard the federal government, in all
Its unrestrained insensitivity, kn't
making it any casler for a kid to get
an educatlon,

In short, the sages who haunt the
halls of Congress have found another
way to cheat us out of a fairly
carned buck.

As we know [rom reading recent
reports, Congress s great for giving
speclally sculpted tax breaks to
friends of legislators, whether they
be individuals or corporations. A few
years back, indlvidual legislative ini-
tiatives gave tax brenks amounting
to $10.5 billion.

We here In middle America, far
from the Innee-circle of the beltway,
made up the difference.

Now, in another stroke of leglsla-
tive incquity, our natlnal leaders are
plcking on high school senlors who

Steve
Barnaby

want to do, of all things, earn some
money to go to college. Not surpris-
Ingly, the work ethlc In Congress, is
not the most admired of attributes.

In the past, the amount students
were expected to contribute toward
tujtion and fees was based on their
parents’ assets and income during
the previous year.

Also Included, was the students’
estimate of how much money they
would carn during the comlng sehoal
year,

Forget that rather fair formula,

Now students' contributions wiil
be figured on the students’ earnings
the year before.

One educator notes the new rule
will “penalize you for trylng to at
least partially make it on your own."

Because of the new formula, stu-
dents are llkely to recelve less flnan-

cial aid this fall than they did last
year,

FORTUNATELY, relief is on the
horlzan. So please pay attention. This
news could save you a bundle.

The state of Michigan is about to
launch its Education Trust program.
Under its rules you will have to pay
a specifled amount and the state will
pick up the rest of the tab for tuitlon
at a state univeristy or communlty
college. .

For instance, if you have a child
who is 13-years old entering the
ecighth grade, yowll have to pay
$2,204 for each year your child will
be attending univeristy. You could
pay as little as $1,100 if you are
sending a child off to community
college.

Better yet If your child was born
this year, you'll only bave to pay
$1,689 for each year. Even if your
child Is a high school senlor, you can
get into the program by paying out
$3,145 for the next couple of years,

1f you want more information on
this program, call 1-800-638-4543.

Applications are due between
August 1-4,

It’s enough to make you say Yes to
Milchigan,
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In 35 days.

Create the look
you want.
Buy the sofa, loveseat,
sleeper, sectlonal, modular,
<hair ar recliner you want.
At sensible prices; and
dellvered in fust 35 days.
With frame and fabric
warrantles that Impress
even the most disillusioned
of shoppers.
Sofa pictured starting at $566
Chair pictured slarting at $300
Prices Good thru 6-30-88
1914 Telegraph Road.
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