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Area dancers

By Rob McCabo
speclal writer

HEN people normally
think of high fashion,
places like Paris and
New York City come

to mind.

But there is a deslgner in the
metropotitan Detrolt area with
the creatlve touch of an Yves St.
Laurent or a Coco Chanet — and
it's a light, feathery touch at that.

His name Is James Capé and
for a pumber of years he has been
deslgning one-of-a-kind evenlng
creatlons for a selected clientele.
Plctures of his creations have
appeared in the fashlon sectlons
of both Detrolt dallics as well as
the Toronte Sun and the prestl-
glous WW — Women's Wear Dal-
1y, the fashion trade publication.

Some of his cllents over the
years have included actresses
Glorla Swanson and Margaret
Hamllton, cntertatner Sally Rand
and Detroit’s own Arctha Frank-
lln.

“WHAT I DO FOR Arctha are
the flamboyant things — the
showy stuff,” Cape said. “Things
like her feather coats. I don't do
her entire wardrobe, but I did de-

time' speclal.”

Because he uses feathers a lot
In his creations, designing for
Rand was a natural, he said.

“Sally Rand was doing her fa-
mous fan dances way Into her
70s," Cape said. “After the show,
she would come out on stage and
talk to the audlence, I designed

Mellasa Viedrah (feft) of
Southfield and Darlene Montgomery of

sign her wardrobe for her ‘Show-

those gowns for her.”

One of his current clients is
Marge Monaghan, wife of pizza
king and Detroit Tigers owner
Tom The

Bloomfileld in two of Cape's creations that
will appear in the Follies Bergere number,

Artistry in design

i

through auditions.

“A Night In Paris” has been In
the planning stages since last
year and Cape's enthuslasm s
quite ive pro-

Drummond Island costume party
had Marge Menaghan in a Cape-
designed “red devil” creatlon of
swishy georgette material. “It
was very dramatic,” Cape said.
He also designed her dress for the
couple's recent 25th wedding an-
nlversary.

Cape was born and raised in
Dearborn and still lives therein a
comfortable house he shares with
his sister. After tralning at New
York's American Academy of
Dramatic Art, Cape tried his
hand at acting but decided that a
career in fashion design was what
he wanted most. He bas lived In
Los Angeles, New York and has
traveled extensively around the
world.

ASIDE FROM A successful ca~
reer in fashion design speclalizing
in evenlng wear, Cape, for the
past four years, has also been
heavlly Involved with his pariner,
Ron Deihl, in producing top-quall-
ty theatrical productions through
their nonprolit company, Alexan-
der Productions.

Thelr Intest endeavor is about
to take place, 1t will star singer
Eartha Kitt in a musical extrava-
ganza. “A Night in Parls” will
open tomorrow night and contin-
ue through Sunday In the Music
Hall in Detroit. Backing up Kitt
will be 2 24-member chorus com-
posed of arca dancers chosen

during

pp P!
ducer for thls show, he Is respon-
sible for everything the audience
will sce worn by the chorus plus
Kitt. And judging on past perfor-
mances, it promises to be a daz-
zling sight.

“For her opening npumber,”
Cape sald, “Eartha will be wear-
ing & full-length beaded dress
‘made out of 24-K bugle beads.”

For the show's can-can num-
ber, the skirts will be made from
800 yards of hand-ruffled fabric.

One of the show's highlights
wiil be a production number in
the style of the Paris’ Follies
Bergere, The costumes for this
{mmber are claborate to say the

cast.

“ALL THE FEATHERS (n the
costumes for this number are or-
dered by the. pound and hand-
wired onto the headdresses and
costumes, More than 400 glant
Chinese black pheasant feathers
and hundreds of Chinese coquil
feathers have been used on cach
costume — and there are 16 cos-
tumes designed for that number,”
Cape zald,

‘Working with a talented wom-
an like Eartha Kitt is a joy, Cape
sald,

"She's a complete professional,
She's flylng back into Detroit
from London just to do this show.
She's currently In rehearsal for
the London production of Stephen
Sondheim’s muslcal, ‘Follles,”
and our show will be the last time
that she'll appear In the U, S, for
a year,” Cape sald.

Another costume Cape has de-
signed. for Kitt consists of Iride-
scent beads sewn onto black vel-
vet. She will probably wear it
during “The Heel” number,
ngntlﬁn a black backdrop in full
5 .

“Can’t you just see it?” Cape
asks excltedly.

Although Cape declined to say
exactly how much was spent on
the production, he sald that each
chorus costume in the Follies
Bergere number Is worth $2-4,000
cach. Kitt wiil be wearing about
$20,000 worth of clothing.

“Eartha will also be wearing
over a million dollars worth of
Jewelry from Sldney Krandall
and Sons Jewelers In Troy,” he

said. .

Tickels for the opening night
carry a special “benefit” provi-
slon to help the production com-
pany. The opening night $50 price
includes an afterglow with Kitt
and the enlire company at the
popular 1940 Chop House restau-
rant on East Jelferson.

“If you go to a fine restaurant
to have dinner, you could expect
o pay at least §50, so It doesa’t
scem bad to to me if you get to
meet Eartha and ecat too,” sald

Cape.

In addition to three evening
performances, there will be 2
p.m. matinces on Saturday and
Sunday. For ticket information,
call the Music Hall box offlco at
963-7680, For group groups and
alwrg]iw )lnlormullon, call Alex-

ander P &t 581-1472,

Skeatches show a costume Kilt will wear (upper

left) and

two dance

Jeanne Pryciak of Redford
shows off a feather- head-
plece and Jeweled collar she
will wear in one of the dance
numbers.

will be featured in a salule to the Follies
Bergere. Kitt's costume will be coat-style of re-

Statf photos by
John Stormzand

By Marie McGee
statf writer

There are a number af people
all over the metropolitan Detroit
area who are — In one way or
another ~ pulling for the success
of the show this weekend at the

that

embroldered lace in white with sllver sequins.
The collar wiil feature $2,000 worth of white os-
trich feathers.

Maria Simos of Garden City Is a member of the chorus.

Friends star in supporting roles

Kitt.
. All the flowers involved on and

and gil the formalwear s from
Randarzo’s of Livonia, )

BUT PROBABLY THE most

Music Hall starring Eartha Kitt. unusual twist came from those

You could call themn a support- people who responded to the call
ing cast of sorts, . to adopt & "

‘There are folks like restaura- Becausa of their generosity, the
teurs Don and Pat Vargo. Former  chorus boasts 34 dancers instead
Livonlans, they have offered their - of the 14 the production company
1940 Chop House for an afterglow wg.ld afford to pay and costume.
benefiting the non-profit Alezan- ‘And you hardly see 24 dancera
der Productions headed by & vol- ore,” Cape Doted, 'because
unteer board of directors, which  It's gotten %0 expensive, The

P director 4. idea s one major

Ronald Delh! and designer James  ballet companies use to help
Cape, make ends meet."”

*They're putting on the whole Some of those folks Include Blr-

glow,
nighters an opportunity to meet

mingham resident Lorraine
Schuitz, who along with her hus-
band, played a key role in the

benefit fashion show last Febru-
ary at Fairlane Manor in which
several of Cape’s creatlons were
showcased. Others are Mr, and
Mrs. Fred C. Schneldewind and
Mr, and Mrs. Clarenco Mularonl.
“We are dedicated to providing
a showcase for local metro-De-
troit talent in a professional at-
mosphere,” Deihl sald, Past pro-
ductions have Included “Encore
at the Old Majestic,” (an original
rovue) and “My Fair Lady” In
which Cape's costuming talents
were highly viaible. They bave
also produced several shows In a
dlnner theater setting, Including

“Cole” and “Butterflles are .
Free”

Anyone who bas seen a Cape
creation knows he likes to work
with feathers, This weckend he's
hoping to add yet another plume
to his cap of dazling achieve-
ments, .




