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Watercolor a cool summer project

HEN I think of summer,
I think of our swim-
ming pool, but there are

a few things that the
“owner's manual never warned us
_about. We knew we would spend
money on chemicals bue the potato
chlp and pop bill caught us unaware.

Everyone, whether Invited or not,
leayes the swimming pool starved,
so we feed them. Everyone leaves
behlnd at least one palr of under-
wear, usually one sock and a towel,
That is why the Purple Heart organi-
zatlon loves our fall donatlon of sun-
drles.

And everyone loves the free sun-
tan lotlon.

Here are some questions that any
pool owner could at sometime ask:

Who are those kids in our pool?

Whose swimsult Is that hanging
over the tub?

Could someone dive down there

and get Uncle Bob's upper plate?

Are we out of chlerine already?

1 .dldn’t {nvite them! Dldo’t you in-
vite them?

But really we do enjoy our poal
and the guests it attracts in the heat
of summer. .

When I think of summer and art-
work, I naturally think of watercol-
or.

It Is a wonderful medlum {or loca-
tlon work, and If you work on the
porch or patlo, there is no edor, as in
oils, to contend with, Remember to
buy a larger watercolor palette with
may wells In it.

Make your selectlon of watercol-
ors [n tubes. Then squeeze a good
portlon of one tube into onc well of
(he palette.

One color per well and then
smooth the paint with a toothpick or
rap on the palette to make each col-
or settle Into each well.

IN ABOUT A DAY, the colors be-
gln to jell, and you have a great
palette for studlo or travel. If you
buy a palette, make sure it has a
cover to protect your colors from
getting dirty.

1¢ you don’t want to buy a palette,
use jee trays or minllce trays to
hold the colors and a white plate to
mix your colors,

thetlc brushes and mixtures of sable
and synthelics, Many years ago the
synthetics were terrible,

One reasan brushes made of halr
work so well is that each individual
hair tapers, holding oato the paint
better. The early synthetie fibers
were straight and consequently
dumped all of its color the second
the brush hit the paper.

David
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SO
Well, a few years ago you could sim-
ply ngly: “Watercolor paper, of
course,

WHAT DO YOU paint on?

But now there are other wonderful
surfaces for the walercolorist {o en-

One great part about
in the summer is that you only need
a few brushes, Many of our water-
color students belleve you only need
one brush.

1t Is called a black squlrrel polnt-
ed mop by Raphacl. This brush
(apers to a pin point for detalls and
flattens out to a beautiful wide
stroke for washes,

Along with this";sssntile brush, 1
iike to carry a script iiner and a few
Beaux Arts brushes by Grumacher.

Many companles make all-syn-

Well,
now taper the synthetic fibers and
they work quite well, especially the
synthetle/hair mixtures,

Always ask what percentage of
real hair a brush contains, Some dls-
plays of brushes that are really
chieap say, “A mixtures of pure sable
and synthetles.”

But I think it's llke one hair stuck
In a synthetic brush or maybe even
two hairs. Sable Essence is a nice
brush, It fs a mixture of 40 percent
sable and 60 percent synthetic,

Jjoy. Most package thelr
brand of watercolor paper In blocks,

A block i3 a pad of paper with its
edges sealed all the way around and
Is, In a sense, already streiched,
Blocks are, without a doubt, the
most popular way to huy watercolor
paper.

Although I most often use a block,
1 also enjoy palnting on Crescent’s
watercolor . This is & beautiful
lightly textured acld-free rag paper
mounted to a heayy board,

Speaking of boards, there are sev-

eral illustration boards that are
great for watercolor. Crescent's 100
Cold Press Is a heavy board with an
acid-free, all-rag paper that has an
ivory color. Then there's Crescent’s
310 Cold Press, which is a similar
board witha brlgh( glow to it.

Bath boards have a slightly tex-
tured surface and holds up well to
sanding, scratching and repairs.

There is a technlcal Hlustration
called Line-Kote, which has a slick,
coated surface, The colors never re-
ally set into the surface 8o you can
easily remove most or all of a color,
‘This board is full of surprises and is
totally fixable, but I don't know
about its longevily.

water color this summer —
and if you go to someone's pool,
bring your own bag of chips.

Isolate details for high impact

Often a small area of a building,
such as an ornate doorknob or ivy.
colored window ledge, will create a
phatographie composition much
stronger than the whole.

The intimacy of a flower petal or
the patterns of a breaking wave on
the beach are often missed in the de-
sire to concentrate on the totallty of

" & An exhibit of photographs by
- Monte Nagler will open Thursday,
- July 7, in the Fisher Bullding in De-
- troit's New Center arca.

. 'The work he will be showing
. marks an all new photographle tech-
: nigue for the Farmington Hills based
* photographer.

He bey by coatlng watcn:nlur

‘Short shots

the subject.

Datwlls of pattern, form and tex-
ture cé 421l us much about the sub-
Ject. Isolating detall wlll glve new
perspective and impact to your pic-
tures that doesp’t come through
when shooting the whole,

Any environment contalns an In-
exhaustlble supply of fascinating de-

There will be displays of new and
used equlpment and Alan Lowy will
conduct a workshop on photograph.
Ing models in studlo settings with
speclal Hghting and backdrops. Show
hours are 10 a.m. to § p.m. Saturday
and 10 a.m, to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admls-
slon charge.

® Lansing Art Gallery is sponsor-

paper with a liquid silver
using a special brushing technique.
Then he makes contact prints onto
the paper which is now light sensl.
tive uslng the 4-by-5 negatlves. This
means the prints themselves are
only 4-by-S Inches In size. They rev
main intimate, gemlike images.

Nagler does them in Mmited edi-
tlons, mdtted and framed, The exhib-
it continues through July 28.

® Photorama USA, the summer
photo trade show will be held Satur-
day and Sunday, July 9-10, at the
Southfield Civic Center, 26000 Ever-
green (between 10 and 11 Mile
roads), Southiffeld,
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st yoor, Basement and good

ing its 11th p
during Jnly 1t is opcn to those 18
and older, No speclflc theme is re-
quired, but all work must be framed
and ready to hang with wire, $5 cn-
try fee to gallery members, $7 for
non-members. Artlsts may submit
no more than three entrics,

Work must be hand-dellvered to
the gallery 10 am. to 4 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday, July 7-8 and 1-4
p.m. Sunday, July 10. Cash prizes
will be awarded at the reception 7-9
p.m. Thursday, July 14,

The non-profit gallery is at 425 S.

. Grand Ave., Lansing 48933. For n-

formatlion, call §17-374-8400.

tail, For example, In nature photog-

raphy, try moving In close to isolate
the texture of bark instead of shoot-
ing the whole cluster of trees,

Photographing the lake In its el
tirety wiil give you a nice scenic pi
ture, but don't overlook the dellcate
veeds and llles at water's edge,
Overall winter scenes are dramatie,
but Isolating that one leicle will give
you that special shot.

In archltecture, the supply of de-
tall Is endless, Isolate a pattern of
unusual brick work or look far color-
ful window shutters, Move in close
on a seetion of peeling paint. Church-
s offer detalls in statues as well as
the many colors and patterns of
stained glass.

Can you do the same with people?

Of course. The hands of the elderly
or the foot of an infant will produce
photographs of speelal, personal im-
pact.
Other than a keen eye, no clabo-
rate equipment ls needed to isolate
detall although a viewing mask will
be an invaluable aid In composing
your shot, At times, close-up filters
will help you to move In close and a
tripod will maximlze sharpness and
depth-of-fleld,

But the important ingredlents In
isolating detall are your vision and
insight. Your alm {n photographing
detail should be to obtain a complete
pleture In itself while at the same
time main| g the flaver and es-
sence of the whole.

© 1988, Monte Nagler
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