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By Carol Azizian
statf writer

OR RICHARD Poling, {ind-
Ing membera of Andover

High School's class of 1988

witbout the help of Reun-
ions Inc. was like digging for bur-
led treasure In the Atlantic with a
gu-den shovel.

“Most of the records from our
class were lost,” said the Birming-
ham attorney who organized his 20-

ear reunjon.

“Qut of 525 claas members, we
had only 50-75 valld addresses,” he
exp . “*At the time of our 10-
year reunlon, several people were
attending graduate school and
many of the women were single,
Thelr addresses changed over the

years.
“We did a lot of leg work — ev-
erything short of hiring a private
detective,”

Pollng and other committee
members advertised in local news-
papers and on cable television. One
Sunday, they ran up a $200 bill af-
ter camblnc through the telephone

H it weren't for assistance from
Reunlons, A Class Organlzation
Ine. — a company based in Pala-
tine, INl. — they never could have
located 250-300 of their class-
mates.

“We hired them for three rea-
sons,” Poling explalned, "First, we
didn’t have the time. Second, we
didn't have access to people outside
out of southeastern Mlchigan and
third, we dldn’t have to come up
with the money up front.”

IN AN age where time ls 8 more
valuable commodity than rain wa-
ler, commlitees are tumning to
businesses like Reunlons to lighten
thelr load.

There are probably §0-60 such
companles across the country —
many of them operated out of
homes — and the cottage industry
Is growing.

When It first started in 1986,
Reunions Inc. arranged events for
12 high school in the Chicago area.
This year, they expanded thelr
market to Michigan and set up par-
tes for 160 schools, Including the
Groves, Lahser, Seaholm and Troy
High School classes of 1976. By
next year, they expect Lo plan mare

n 300.

When it first started in
1988, Reunions Inc.
arranged events for 12
high school in the
Chicago area. This
year, they expanded
thelr market to
Michigan and set up
parties for 160 schools,
including the Groves,
Lahser, Seahoim and
Troy High School
classes of 1978.

Reunlon Planners Inc,, a Mount
Clemens company, staged three In
1987 and five this year, lncludlng
the Avondale class of 1976 and
North Farmington class of 1978.
They hope their business will start

ming.
“We take all the work out of re-

union planning," sa Kendall,
who co-owns the firm with Alice
Viviano.

‘The women launched thelr oper-
atlon after attendlng a seminar in
Chicago, offered by Shell and Judy
Norris, owners of unlons In
Skokie, Ill. (They were ploneers In
the field) The Mount Clemens com-
pany relies on word of mouth
rather than publicity blltzes to gain
clients,

Both the Reunlons Inc. and Re-
unlon Planners meet with high
school committee members (usual-
ly conslsting of former class offl-
cers) to set a date, find a banquet
hall and hire the entertainment.

THEY ASSUME the financlal
risk by putting money up froat and
take a percentage of the ticket
price. At Reunions Inc., profits
may run as high as $3,500 for a sin-
gle event, and losses as much as
$2,000. At Reunlon Planners, the
average profit Is $3 per ticket.

“We beneflt from volume pur-
chases and try to translate that
into the best package price," sald
Kevin Kinsella, one of half a dozen
partners at Reunlons Inc. in Il
nols.

“While the pricc may be the
same or higher than what reunion

committees would charge on their
own, we're generating 25 percent
more attendance.”

To draw bigger oumbers, {irms
must become sleuths. Reunions
Inc, which has a staff of 15 full-

four former classmates, all llving
within flve miles of each other in
Colorado. “Two of them got togeth-
er regularly, but the other two
dldn't know their classmates were
in the area.”

time and 40 part-time
uses several tactles to track down
former students: Word of mouth,
computer dala bases, directory as-
sistance and telephone books — in-
cluding those from states such as
Texas, Florida and California
where yupples have migrated.

Alums receive lists of “lost
classmates”, just in case they can
offer tips to the company.

“1f someone’s real hard (o find,
it's because he or she doesn’t want
to be found,” Kinsella sald.

POLING RECALLS locating

Kathy president of
the Groves High School Class of
1978, raid she started out with a
“Jost™ list of 300 students. “Reun-
lons Inc. dwindled it down to 80,"
she noted.

Stepanian and Doug Fregolle, co-
president of the class, organlzed
their five-year reunion without any
help. “I'm 99 pereent sure It was
cheaper with Reunions Inc., she
sald.

“They have computers to update
lists, If I did it myself, the cost of
malllngs would have been ridicu-
Tous. All I pald for were the name

tags.”
In this high tech world, there are
some folks still dolng it the old-
fashloned way.
Eleanor McCotter, a member of
Rochester High School’s class of
1943, has been reunlons

They find long-lost friends for reunions;

class of 1978 Is relying on the re-
sources of {ts members to sel up a
party. One former student owns a

printlng company and another |.

GWRS a paper company.
Sometimes, no matter how hard
body searches, it's

every flve years for the past 20
years.

“We were a wartime class and
we waited 20 years before we had
our first reunlon,” she said. “A
bunch of us girls got together and
decided to planit.”

It was easy to hunt down people
because about half of the 125 class
members are still living in the Ro-
chester area, she noted. “We only
have one girl that we've never been
able to find.”

SOUTHFIELD High School's

to find a lost soul. Kendall remem-
bers combing through telephone
directorles and asking former
classmates |f they knew the
whereabouts of a man named Mel-
vin Chubolski from Farmington
High School's class of 1983,

“He dldn't exist,” she said with a
laugh. “It was a pseudonym for
someone who wrote on the school

paper.”
A Closs Or s

can be reached by calling (312)

397-0010. Reunion Planners, 465-

2277.
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Inkster man pleads guilty
in 85 Hills robbery of 3

A Wayne County man has pleaded gullty to conspira-
cy in the armed robbery of two men and a woman in
Farmington Hills in 1985.

The robbery preceded a shootout that left one Livonla
officer seriously wounded and a companion of the men
dead.

Appearing before Oakland County Circuit Judge Da-
vid Breck Jupe 30, George Frederick Leland Jr., 87, of
Inkster pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to
commit armed robbery. Leland is free on $5,000 cash or
surcty bond pending sentencing Aug. 11. He faces up to
1ife in prison.

The robbery took place after 11 p.m. May 5, 1983,
bouse on Nine Mile, Police sald three men brandished
sawed-off shotgun and bound and terrorized two broth-
ers and a woman for 3% hounduﬂ.n;lrobbety 'm
men demanded drugs, money and other
}on ;nnsacklnz the house. They drove away ;hnrﬂy b&

fore

One of the brothers then drove the woman to a nearby
hospital and notified Farmington police.

At Leland's district court exam lnl’-‘umlnmn in Jan-
uary 1986, one of the victima said there were no drugs in
the house at the time of the robbery.

POLICE SAID Leland recruited James D. Barton, 26,
of Inkster and Caslmir E. to

ln  prison for poscslng a firearm in lhc comm!ninn of

to a mlndntory two yun in prison !or telouy ftirearms
possession/first offense.

Police believe Arthur E. Sherman, 25, of Garden City
also was involved in the robbery. He was killed in the
shoatout on the 1-98 service drive In Livonla. Bagaciunis
and Livonia offlcer Gregory Henderson were wounded.

According to police reports, Henderson and omcer
Charles Buvn- stop car conf
Bagacls Sbenmn because of a trafflc viohtlom
Pcllea utd the officers were unaware of the Farming-
ton Hills robbery when they stopped the car about 3
a.m. The three men, all In the front seat, were ordered
from the car when the driver, later identified as Barten,
could not produce identification.

AT BARTON'S district court exam In Livonla in May
1985, Henderson testified he wan crouched in l.be doer-
way on the passenger side of the car, trying to
gun he saw lying on the floor when Mlookeﬁwne why
the driver wasn't getting out. The driver fired several
shots, he said,

Both officers returned fire. Sherman and Bagaclunis
were struck by bullets. Nelther was armed although
xt.h were advancing toward Henderson when they were

2,0
rob the occupants of the house and turn aver a cut of the
profita,
Oakland County Circuit Judge Zlem sen-

ot, to s and pollce re-

ports,
In February 1988, Barton pleaded gullty to shooting
Wa County Circuit Judge Michae)

wm:ed Barton to 20-50 years and Bagaciunis to five
lnprlsonlurlhelrpadllulhenrmedrohbery

lner Ihey pleaded guilty Nov. 7, 1985,
also was sen 10 a mandatory ﬂve years

Conner sentenced him to 30-50 ynn in prinon 1or uc
sault with Intent to comnllill h ; lel

sentenced to a mandatory veyun prhm or uny
firearms possession/second offense.
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Still going onl Don’t miss important savings during our timely

A child’s greatest dream could

become a y a8
Farmington and a.ml.u!nul!llll
bost “Kids Day in the Park” the

kickoff event u the 24th annual
Founders Festlval.

From noon to 8 pm., children
can enjoy & day devoted to fun
games at 's Shia
Park, on
River and Shiawassee.
the biggest event for

]
§
!
It

tertainment, the Flying Aces Fris-

bmmmudmzmmnl!(uﬂ- m
val Pet Show are only a few of the progra
activities.
“Tt gives kids a variety of things
to do right lnltbelrmbom- Continued from Page 1
town, Carol McMillan, Farm-
ington program direc they wanted thelr residents to be ed-
toe, YMCA yooih acated ;l::r to thuum:bya. because
" some youths can be viojent.
‘Klﬂg;yu::lbem was or- | DO ey i
munlty Ceater, s Com- back to the grounds.
munity Lideary, Hills Public Schools
Parks and Recreation and Farm. | boen required, by law, to educate the
YMICA youngsiers since 1975. They
companies and Organiza. | Originally schocled on the Boys Re-
tions aley Raye 4«:;:; the w enn;m:v then mna“ru;
tha cities of Farm- wamses — & former elemen
ﬁ.%.‘rﬁ‘:““% Hiis, “tha | cbool — In the tall o 1979,
.Bank of Bots-

We welcome Jacobson's Charge or the American Express”

clearance of cool summer apparel and accessories to wear now.

Jacobson’s

Card

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




