Sailing: The ultimate vacation

By Larey Janes
spocial wrlter

Chartering is the the ultimate sail-
ing vacatlon. And, it's not quite as
expenstve as one would think.

And the charler business has
erupted In the last four years, ac.
cording to Hugh Rugeroni, owner
and president of Burr Yacht
Charters Sales. In business sine»
1967, Rugeronl and his trusty “char.
ter lady,” Jane McGraw, offer
worldwide charters year-round.

Both are quick to point out that
dollar for dollar, chartering a boat
for a vacalion Is, and can be, the
cheapest form of entertalnment
around. If you're a quallfled sailor,
Buer can charler you a “bare” hoat
twithoul crew) amywhere in the
warld.

Prime spots Include the Great
Lakes, Including Traverse City, To-
ledo and Lake Erle, Michlgan and
Huron as well as the Virgin Islands,
Tahitl and an as-yet-unknown, but
gorgeous (rip along the Baja penin-
sula and the Sea of Cortez.

Rales start al a very affordable
$1.050 per week, dependling on the

tocation and the slze of the boat.
Ships with crews can‘be had for
abaut 30.40 percent mare, but in ad-
ditlon to a tralned crew, you get full
gourmet meals and beverages.

Scems high in price? Remember
that most of these boats are
equipped to sleep at least six, 50 you
cn;x immediately divide the cost with
others.

AND IF .THAT isn't cnough to
tempt you, ships with crews can go
wherever YOU want. Find a seclud-
ed cove and snorkle for the day, or
island hop, sipping champagne en
route,

Burr Yacht Charters will even try
and fix you up with appropriate
crews. Needless (o say, hip young
yupples wouldn’t want te be palred
with a 70-year.old sea salt, just
about as much as a group of minls-
ters wouldn't want a bunch of hearty
partiers.

All ships with crews come with a
captain who has full responsibility
for the boat. (You don't want to gel
up at 3 a.m. and find the ship afloat
somewhere because the anchors
weren't sct right.) And there’s a

cook/deck hand who, rumor has it,
can do wonders with fresh-caught
swordfish.

The food on board these ships ri.
vals those of cruise ships, sald
McGraw. So much for the diet,

McGraw and Rugerino also are
quick to point out that slx people {or
three couples) can charter a “bare"
boat in the Virgin Islands for an ac-
tual cost of $95 per day or a ship
with crew for $140 a day and that
includes all your food and drink!

It the 1dea of chartering a “bare"
boat for a great family vacation en.
tices you, there are a few things you
have to know and do before hand,
Burr Yachts Is chartering now for
next year and you must be able to
pass certain tests concerning the
handling of a ship. This Is where
Captain Dlck Hansen comes in.

Hansen owns and operates the
Sunshine Salllng School and is certi-
fied by the American Salling Assocl-
ation and holds a certified Coast
Guard captain’s license. He's been
teaching salllng on everything from

a molded Styrofoam dinghy to the
largest sloops for the past 11 years,

A VOCATIONAL counselor with
the Livonla Publle Schools nine
months a year, Captain Dick spends
his evenings after school teaching he
art of sailing. Hls summers are filled
&"kh all-day lessons on the Great

3.

Having taken a few lessons with
Captaln Dick, I can say his method
of teaching is unusual. He offers
classes and private instructlons
geared especlally for the folks he's
teaching.

If you need a to start from the
ground up or just need a refresher
course on handling the rigging, this
guy knows just about everything
there Is to know about salling. Who
knows he might even bring along
some of hisculinary treats.

Burr Yacht Charters/Sales Is at
32575 S. River Road, Mt. Clemens,
The phone number is 463-8629. Cap-
tain Dick’s Sunshine Saiting School Is
at 10111 Carlee June Dr., Fenton,
and can be reached at 632-7201,
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Tickets at Meadow Brook Music Festival
Box Otfice and oli Ticketmaster Outlets or
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and students.
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Saturdays, 11:00 AM
Gates Open at 10:00 AM

Evening Classes
THE TRAVEL
ACADEMY
855-6560
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Ramada Inn - Toledo
Has A Special Package

Just For You!

wcludes dleeping room,

pool and erercie aren,

N+ PLUS specusl festures

e offers

* PANDA PACKAGE -
*49.95 For 4
Accommodations fer 4,
including tickets to the Zoo.

ESCAPE PACKAGE -
*82.00 Couple

Dinner, Movies and Continental
Breakfast.

ROMANTIC PACKAGE -
125.00 Couple
Champagne, Godiwa Chocolates
and Breakfast i Bed.

MUD HENS PACKAGE -
*49.99 Couple

2 Reserved Tickets to Mud Hens
game, Continental Breakfast.

“Please,
my little
girl needs
blood”

Imogine f had te aik for btood
to save the life of sameone you love.

Next time the Americon Red Cros
othks, give blood, please.

Advanie Resersations Only
1Subgect 1o Araslabiityf
Ramada Inn Toledo
140 Revnolds Road
Toledo, Ohio 4314
(419) 86%-1361

GIVE BLOOD, PLEASE +

July 23

“Little Red S
Riding Hood
Another favorite fairy tale
 brought to life by the

Piccolo Opera Company
Pavilion Sold Out! Lawn 83

August 6

Bob McGrathorSesame Street”
A Festival debut for one of the
pre-school set's favorite singers
Paviljon Sold Out! Lawn S5
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