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Playoff game will decide South’s fate

South Farmington let control of ils own
destlny sllp from lts grasp in the Little Cae-
sars Connie Mack League last week.

South, which was flrmly in second place
behind North Farmington-West Bloomfield,
was shut out by Huron Valley and Windsor
in back-to-back games on and

Windsor Is 13-4 but a victory would force
a tle, and Windsor would win the tiebreaker
since jt would have beaten South two out of
three times.

HURON VALLEY, Its regular season
stands at 14-3 and has already

‘Thursday, 8-0 and 2-0.

‘Those setbacks dropped South to 14-3 in
the league and created a situation in which
tonight’s regular-season flnale with Windsor
will serve as a playoff game, also,

The winner of the 8:30 p.m. contest, to be
played at Novi High Schoo), will determine
the lengue's second quallfler for the Ameri-
can Amateur Baseball Congress tourna-
ment,

committed to play In the National Amateur
Baseball Federation tournament. The South-
Windsor loser will not see post:season ac.
tion,

South, which began the week by beating
Westland 7-0, saw a palr of decent com-
plete-game pitching efforts by Jason Hicks
and Joe Jentzer go for naught.

. Hicks, 2:2, scattered four hits but ended

baseball

up a loser when Windsor scored all of its
runs in the eighth inning. He struck out five
and walked two, one intentfonally.

‘Windsor started the declsive inning with a
bunt single, and Hicks hit the next batter
after getting ahead 0-2. Two batters and two
errors later, Windsor had a 2-0 lead.

With two out, after Hicks had f{ssued the
intentional pass to load the bases, a bloop

slnglc to right fleld drove in the last two

ln the second and eighth Innings, South
put two runners aboard with two outs but
was unable to get them to the plate. Jentzer
had two of South's five hits.

JENTZER SUFFERED his only loss in
four decislons against Huron Valley a day
earlier. He gave up five hits, walked five
and struck out two,

.South, 17.3 overall, was the vietim of
Steve Tanner's one-hitter, His performance
included 10 strikeouts and one walk. South's
only hit was a two-out swinging “bunt” that
Scott Wias beat out.

Huron Valley scored its first run on a sin.

S. Farmington can find
number of ways to win

Ina slruk that ended a week ago, it was pltching that
carrled South Farmlngton to three-straight Mickey
Mantle baseball victorjes. Of course, an offense that put
29 runs o the board In those three games can hardly be
ignored.

- Which South proved in a pair of wins last week, clubb-
Ing two more Mantle opponents by scoring 36 runs. The
pltching wasn't absent; South hurlers limited its foes to
clght runs in the two games.

At any rate, it’s clear that this team can beat you any
number of ways — and with big numbers, Its wins last
week came by 13-2 (over South Rockwood Thursday)
and 23-6 (over Trenton Tuesday) margins.

South improved its record to 22-6+1 overall and 16-4-1
In the league, The outcome of the tie was to be deter-
mined Friday. South and Blrmingham were knotted.at
9-all entering the sixth inning when their game was
halted by darkness earlier this season,

THE OUTCOME will be Important. The winner will
be second In the upcoming draft of the league’s remaln-
ing players, those not on teams golng to tournaments.
Thus far, first-place Southgate is gaLug to & Colt tourna-
ment and, therefore, unnot pu—un the draft.

Westland, going to the AABC tournameant, will draft
flrst. South s also headed to the AABC to urney,

with a two-run single in the first, an RBI single in the
fourth, a two-run triple in the fourtk and a sacrifice fly
in the sixth. He also stole two bases.

Paul Pirronello added three hits, including a triple,
Billy Hardy had two safetles and P.J. Green chipped (n
with a run-scoring deuble, The winning pitcher waa Eric
Miller, who surrendered two runs on four hits and three
walks, striking out three, in six ianings.

IN THE VICTORY over Trenton, South starter and
eventual winner Billy Hardy gave up five runs in the
first after walking three. Not to worry, though; South
scored twice In the first, four more times in the second
1o take a 8-5 lead and then clinched it with back-to-back
cight-run Innings in the third and fourth,

Six players had multiple-hit games, led by Dave Mira-
cle with three (including two doubles) and four RBI,
Kevin Vanord also had three hits, driving in two runs,
while Hardy had two hits (one a double), two RBI and
three stolen bases, Miller had two hits and drove in two
runs, too.

Schmidt and Green added two hits aplece, with

Chris
Schmidt knocking in & run and Green stealing two bases,
Les Luark collected two RBI with a triple.

gle and two errors, and Shawn Hayward
belted a home run to make it 2.0,

South had beaten Huron Valley in four
straight games previausly, but three were in
non-league action. Thus, the teams split
thelr league games.

In the Westland game on Tuesday, Mike
Dorocak pitched a three-hitter to ralse his
record to 30, He chalked up seven
atrikeouts as opposed to two walks,

Jentzer was 3-for-4 with one RBI, and
Rob MacDonald and Leo Devine were 2-for-
4. Cralg Murray had three RBI, two coming
on a siagle, and MacDonald one.

ra scored the winning run in the
first inning, talking a walk, stealing second
and scoring on an error.

RANDY BORST/afaf photographor

Hardy got through four innings (the gama was
stopped after {lve by the mercy rule), watking seven and
glving up three hits and flve runs, but fanning seven.
Miller pitched the lnst inning.

mates won thelr 16th league game, 13-2 over

Jay Alexander puts the tag on Ryan Grabetz at
South Rockwood,

home piate in Thuraday's Mickey Mantle game.
Alexander and his South Farmington team-

Kevin Young was about all South needed in lts win
over South Rockwood, although others also contributed
heavlly, Young, though, drove in six runs, going S-for-3
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