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champ counts

on former area gridders

By C.J. Risak
statt writer

. It was hot — so what's new? —
and the artificial carpet that serves
as the focal point of Spartan Stadlum
amplified It, like turning the oven
knob from bake to broil.

The 80 players who voluntecred to
sizzle themselves on this skillet of 2
football field had been golng at it for
over two hours, Temperatures were
in the mid-80s outside Mlichigan
State's stadiom; inslde, It was well
over 100,

Anyone in thelr right mind would
have just rolled over and sald, “Lel’s
Jjust play it out and survive, Thls
game doesn't mean anything.” They
would have been more than sensible;
they would have been quite correct.
Allstar  games, like Saturday's
eighth annual Michigan High School
All-star Football Game, don't make
a blt of difference.

But as time ran down in the tinal
quarter, emotions were running
high. And it seemed the East team,
which lost for the second-straight
year, this time by a 17-10 margtn,
would have liked nothing more than
1o (gulp) play one more quarter.

IT WAS PROBABLY the best
game of the serles, The big-name
stars, guys like Birmingham Brother
Rlee’s Jason Wolf (11 carries, 65
yards rushing) and Fiint Beecher's
Courtney Hawklns (12 rushes, 40
yards) and Grand Rapids Catholle’s
Perry Foster (10 attempls, 52 yards),
came through with dazzling perfor.
mances,

The defenscs had thelr moments,
to0. For the East, Livonia Stevenson
defensive tackle Mike Nettie was In
on five tackles and Redford Catholic
Central middle guard Erfc Knuth
and Farmington Harrison linebacker
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Chris Cox each finished with four,

As Plymouth Salem offensive
guard Jay Blaylock described it, “It
was a great game. It was the hardest
hitting I've ever experienced. I knew
it would be a tough time out there.
You could see it would be Intense be-
fore the game even started.”

BOTH OFFENSES moved the ball
well, but neither could flnish a drive
for the first three quarters. The
game was scoreless until Dennls Ni-
choll of Utica Eiscnhower booted a
37-yard field with 8:13 left In the
third quarter to put the East on top,

0.

The West tled it on their next pos-
sesslon when Portage Northern's
John Albertson converted a 27-yard
fleld goal with just 47 seconds re.
malning in the third perlod.

‘0 that point, the play bad been
good, but frustrating — at least of.
fensively, The West changed that by
scoring again when they regained
possession. It didn't come easy; a

Ine-play, 54-yard drive d
when Saginaw Arthur Hill fullback
Martin Buchanan bullled his way
into the end zone from a yard out.

It took Buchanan three carries
from two yards away to score, but
he did, and the West was ahead 10-3.

THAT'S WHEN things got spicy.
‘There are certaln restrictions in all-
star games, ke no blitzing lincback-
cra, but the West apparently forgot
that rule.

“They blitzed ltke three times in a
row,” sald Cox, “and you're not sup-
posed to do that. Then we blitz once
and get beat for a touchdown.”

That was the back-breaker, After
some curlous offlclating — when
West lnebacker Kirk Carruthers
tossed East running back Ray

Jurecki for an 8-yard loss on a third-
and-19 play, then was called for an
illegal blitz, no penalty was axsessed;
instead, the East took the play over,
this time third-and-21 — the East
faced a fourth-dowan-and-21.

A Dennls Hamllton pass was in-
complete, glving the West the ball at
the East's 38. On the first play, West
quarterback Matt Hufnagel beat the
East's blitz by sweeping left end and
racing into the end zone to give his
team a 17-3 lead with just 2:27 lelt.

THE EAST never gave up, howey-
er. Wolf returned the ensulng kickoff
39 yards to the East 43, and In five
plays the East had its only TD,
scored by Dean Heavrin on an 8-yard
run. The East then tried an on-side
kick and nearly recovered, but the
West retnined possession and ran out
the clock.

“It was disappointing,” sald Knuth
afterward. “You come up here and
practice for 10 days and you want to
win. (The West) were doing some
things 1 don’t want to get into,”

Giving up a couple of weeks In the
middle of thelr summer seemed
worth it to most of the East players.

Blaylock: “It was definitely worth
it. Anyone chosen for it, I'd never
teil them not to do jt."

Cox: “It was good preparation for
a weck-and-a-half from now (when
practice starts at Eastern Michigan).
But I was expecting to win."

Knuth: “The 10 days I spent here, I
had the best time. Even if I hadn't
played I would have liked it

‘There were only a few problems,
according to the participants.

Like not enough plays for every-
body {Jeff Graham, a tight end from
Westland John Glenn, said after lim-
ited action, “The number of plays I
played, it wasn't worth 10 days of
my summer.” Graham was forced to
miss a practice because of a death In
the family), and the heat {Blaylock:
“The enly time I notlced it was on
my feet. They were burning.”)

And, of course, the final outcome.

Caesars extends reign

By Steve Kowalski
staff writer
With all the new faces in Redford Caesars lneup,
Pa. might not the Livonia

{folks in
Colteglate Baseball League champlon when It arrives
next week for the AAABA tournament.

And if Caesars first baseman Ken Wandzel has his
way, neither will the players’ parents,

“We're all getting flat tops (to celebrate),” said
Wandzel after Caesars assured itself of a second-con-
secutive appearance in Johnstown with a 7-8 win Tues-
day night over Tom Holzer Ford at Ford Field. The
LCBL playoff champlon gets an automatic bld to the
Johnstown tourney.

Caesars' coach John Moraitls might not approve of
Wandze!'s Idea -~ “I'm conservative, like (Tigers presi-
dent) Jim Campbell when It comes to haircuts” — but
he can't walt to take this group east. Caesars fought
back from a 6-2 fourth-inning deficit, and won on an
RBI single in the sixth inning by right fle)der Chuck
Hammontree.

The season doesn't end for Holzer’s either, which fel}
to 22-8, Holzer's and Walter's Applianice, which finished
third In the LCBL, will play In the Natiosal Amateur
Bascball Federatlon College Division reglonal that be-
gins today at Ford Fleld,

AND FOR CAESARS, Tuesday's LCBL finale was
only the beginning.

“I lke the NABF too, but it doesn't have the natiopal
atmosphere like Jobnstown,” sald Moraltis, “Johns-
town has got the parades, queens, a1l sorts of people
come in for this tournament. The girls there love this
becatse all the boys leave Johnstown when they're 18
and 19 to go work n the coal mines,”

Last year, Caesars was 2-2 at the 16-team tourna-
ment, d host {for one of its 3
Only three current Caesars players made the trip to
Johnstown last year, so for the rest of the team, this is
a new experience.

"I was there once as a bat boy when my brother
{Scott) played for Adray In the early '80s,” sald Jeff
Gorman, who delivered a run-scoring single in the
fourth and a crucial sacrifice bunt against Holzer's in

the sixth Inning. “I feel privileged to go as & player.”

Holzer’s needed to defeat the regular-season champl.
on Caesars twice Tuesday to earn a trip Lo Johnstown,
lt‘ud for four innings it looked as though they might do

HOLZER'S LED 6-2 after scoring three unearned
runs In the top of the fourth off Caesars’ starter Antho-
ny Yandura,

But Gorman started Caesars comeback with a single
in the bottom of the fourth that scored Steve Looney
with the third run. Hammontree led off the fifth with a
walk and scored on a single by Steve Malgay to cut the
margin to 8.4, and Caesars tled the score with one out.
when Andy Fairman's throwing error allowed both
Malgay and Derick Dowling te cross the plate.

 Hammontree's one-out single in the bottom of the
sixth scored Bob Kochle — who was on second after
Gorman's sacrifice — with the winnlng run.

Moraitls pulled Yandura after the {lfth inning and
inserted Steve Witt, who retired aix of Holzer's final
seven hatters to earn the win,

Yandura surrendured seven hits in his flve innings of
work, but showed algns of tiring in the 90 degree heat.

“He got dizzy, and the heat got to him,” sald Mora-
itls. “We had Wit all ready to go anyway, He was
throwing In the bullpen for awhile,”

CAESARS ADVANCED to the playoff final, shutting
out Walters Appllance, 4-0, at Ford Field Sunday. Ko-
chie drove In two runs, and Malgay had two hits and
mﬂﬂl for Caesars, which scored all its runs in the
3l

Holzer's got to the playolf final agalnst Caesars after
defeating both Hines Park Liacols Metcury and Wal-
ter's Appliance Sunday at Ford Fleld.

Holzer's blanked Hines Park 10-0 behind the three.
hit pitching of Dan Hilllard, who departed after the
sixth Inning. Bob Tatro, Rick Tavormina and Paul
Newitt each drove in two runs for Holzer's. Tavormina
hit a s0lo home run In the second.

In Holzer's 11-4 win over Walter's, Steve Rudellc sin.
gled three times and scored three runs, Scott Peterson
bad three singles and four RBI, and Falrman and
Newitt collected two hits each.

Mike Salach earned the win, allowing seven hits In
six Innings.
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