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Tratfic backed up for a quarter of a mile on
southbound Farmington Road at 6:15 p.m,
Thursday when a power outage knocked ocut
the tight at Nine Mile and Farmington Road.

RANDY BORST/statt photographer

The light that len't working Is the one In the
background, not the one in the foreground,
which is at Freedom Road and Farmington

Power outages prompt study

Continued from Page 1

this summer. “We're used to it. We
8o out about four to five times s
year,” he said.

He's becoming almost mlgnod lt
the sitvation. “As long as you k
the refrigerator nlw.-d It (food) wlll
last 24 hours,” he sald.

Most of hls nppllancu operate or
gas, not electricity, but the restau-
rant closed Thursday evening when
the bullding became too dark (¢
serve customers.

Meanwhile, across the street af
22069 Farmington Road, clerks al
the 7.Eleven convenlence store
made change with money kept out
on a Styrofoam tray and wrote down
*the amount of each transaction, The
store's cash register, which operates
on electriclty, was as much use as a
Slurpy In a snowsterm.

Many customers call clty hall if
they're unhappy with Edison’s re-
sponse, The Farmington Hills clty
manager’s offlee keeps a list of the
complaints.

“Last year, we had a few com:

‘But there are so many
small fixes needed,
there’s not enough
time for the larger
picture,’
— David Calt
assistant city manager

plaints In the fall,”” safd assistant
city manager David Call. Those
were generally alleviated by trimm-
ing trees near power lnes or repair-
ing storm damage,

BUT IN the last few weeks of this
summer, complaints have become
more common. Call and Edison rep-

resentatives  say several factors
could contribute to the area’s power
troubles.

More resldents are turning up
thelr alr conditloning systems as this
summer's weather approaches the
record high temperatures of 1935,

Thnl‘c alone Is putting a atraln on the
s

“In ccnaln areas of the city, we
found tree trimming problem:
where branches touched power
lines,” Call sald. Some power lines
may need to be upgraded, he sald,

-In the last few years, a healthy
economy has allowed road repair
projects to flourish, Sometimes, road
crews Inadvertently dig up a line
even If its location is marked,

“But there are so many small
fixes needed, there's not enough time
for the larger picture,” Call sald,

That bigger picture could include
an increase or a change In the clee
trical wires throughout the area tc
allow the system to handle an in.
creased load, according to Vec
chion!, Anotber optlon involves put.
ting in pew transformers so each
unit handles fewer customers. Edi
s0n's most extreme solutlon would
Involve installlng a new substation,

“It appears we have problems,”
Vecchlon) said, “This is not the only
aren In which we're having problems
this summer.”

m 7 Hills council recall effort

now on hold, backers say?i

Contlnued from Page 1

Place resident Luella Hempel, a 28-
year city reaident. “We cannot make
these declsions bastily,” she said,
stressing .that the recall effort Is
“yery vnlld It 1s not just an idle
threat.”

HOWARD ALTMAN, Oaklan¢
County election director, said resi-
dents made Inquiries several weeks
8go about recall petitions for Farm.
ington Hills councll members," al-
though no language has been submit.

guage would have to be ap-
proved by the county electlons com-
mission before petitions could be cir.
culated,
From start to finish, a recall ef
fort would take more than 90 days tc
process, Altman sald, so could not be

consldered for November’s ballot. Ij
resldents decide o lmmpt a recall
they would have to obtain aboul
4,861 slgnatures — 38 percent of the
toul votes cast in Farmington Hilly

for the state governor’s race during
me 1986 general eloction.

Those involved sald tbey are nof
looking as much at Individual issues
as overall operation of the city. Al-
though many llve In the southeast
sector of the city, they say they rep
resent the interests of all residents.

“The main lssue is that the city
hall enforces (the laws) capricious
ly," Flum added.

IN A prepared statement read al
last Monday’'s city council meeting
resident Janet Hulbert sald many
cny actions have contributed to the

‘erosion of

Jots, non-conformity housing and ca.
priclous planning for land use.”
She added: “The practice of land-

is ¢
mgnmn:mudmumwm
wise dcvdnpm:nt of the communlty
atlarge”

Hulbert's speech lavolved o(hethr .
sues, lped!lally hrxeuu counel] ©
members Joa and Ber '

Marks for their pereelved

with local devel Alnleebdﬂ
swered Hulber?, then stalked from
the meeting offering a verbal resig-
natlon, He is expected to return &
his geal

t tonlght.

Hu!berl bas decried Alkateed’s
comments, He 3aid she was not pres.
ent at a city councll meeting where s
land-use lssue Involving Keating

standards through the down-sizing of

Hills council opposes
Southfield rezoning bid

Continuod from Page 1

The 50-acre tract in question sits
on the east side of Inkster, between
10 and 11 Mile. School officlals wish
to rezone It from single family resl.
dentlal 50 it can be sold to Occlden-
tal Development Co. for an apart.
ment development. The district
stands to galn $2.5 million from the
purchase price, and another $350,000
per year in property taxes If the
apartrnents are developed.

the boundary for the two
citles, ud Hills city officlials cone
tend such a development “would not
1mprove the quality of life for area
residen

THE COUNCIL originally dis
cussed passing a resolution mung
the city's position but decided,
stead, to write a letter signed hy (he
sl er. ..couddo

. e us
a lot of good wlthnul ruffling feath-
cers,” added councilman Ben Marks.

Hills officlals also contend the re-
zoning (o allow the two-story apart-
ments would:

& Result In' a significant Increase
in residential density, and contribute
to traffic congestion,

* & Result in a land use not com-
palible with aingle famlily homes in
nelghboring Farmington Hilla.

& Allow low-rise development,
which contributes to further Incom-
patibillty with the single family

character.

@ Be contrary to the single fami-
1y residential plans for Farmington
Hills, according to that city's Master
Plan,

THE SOUTHFIELD Planning
Commission ded a denlal

ggmmunlly Homes was
that Fed. 8 meeting.

she was present at

“] was there as many of my neigh-

bors,
confirm,” she said,

who were also present, wil .

The statement she read praisec ©
councl] members Terry Sever, Jear .

responsiveness and non-sbuse of
power. It urged them to “keep up the
good work.”
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of the rezoning in May, saying such a
development would have a negative
effect on single lamlly homes In the
area,

On the city’s master plan, the par-
cel 13 scheduled to be developed as
single family bouses and a park. A
representative from Southfield's clty
planaing firm has warned “therelsa
potential threat" If the city does not
follow its master plan,
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Summer Isn’t over yetl §
Ice cream toppings and barbecue sauces.in our Kilchen Shop.

vents

It hardly seems possible, but tall is just around the carner. Check
our calendar and Join us for the fashlon events of the season.

During our accessory seminar, learn how to accessorlze
your wardrobe in a way that's uniquely you. Box lunch
included, $5 per person. R.S.V.P, 591-7696, ext. 269,

The Livonla Symphony Ensemble Is looking forward to a
successful first year. Listen 1o classic arrangements
in our Dasligner Salon. Top of the Escalator.

We Invite you to attend our fall Signature Collection
show. Breakfast included, $3 per person, For your
reservation, call 591-7696, extension 275,

See our fall fashion shows for men and women, 2nd Floor.

your f,

made

nglon
lvﬂf. Farmin lnn. MI (313) 477~ .
5450, arminglon  Obsorver | -
resecves tha right not to naen:l an|*

centric ad-1akera hava no Aulhmny .

Fox and Aldo Vagnorzi for thelr -

844-1070 Oakland Oounty
591-0800 Wayne County
852 3222 RochesterlAvon

Jacobsons

Vlomlemuoeobm‘ncﬁuwu me
ﬂnpunultwn.mqu“!ﬂuy Ilmlllp.m.onlm Tussdsy, Wodnudnylndsnwmy

, ___J_@iED

3 8o 8 88aateaanatn




