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the T-shirts and well-worn jeans that
are causing problems at the Detroit
public high school.
lzopnlnr Jewelry and de-

es that are apparently

peer pressure and worse —

vlalence (o the wearers if lhey don't
relinquish the

ng avold pm this (all, stu-
dents will have a unlform of sorts,
Ex) ve ftems, lIncluding gold
chains, will be prohibited under a
new dress code.

Another Detroit public school —
an elementary — has actually adopt-
ed a uniform for Its students,

PERHAPS Wl:(lnvekx:‘l l‘ mcl:;d
the sharp polnt of a fe or the
blunt end of a gun barre! In Farm-
Ington-area secondary schools, but
we certainly have the same peer
presaures,

‘Those pressures can, at times, be
as deadly to self-esteem and learn-
[ng as knlves and guns are to life.

Mumiord has a better idea and
other districts and schools might do
well to watch lts progress, and con.
sider the idea.

But dress codes and
uniforms have a
function. They direct
student attention to
learning — not to a
focus on someone’s
new outfit.

I never thought I would advocate a
uniform of any sort after nine years
of parochial white blouses, pleated
pluid Jumpers and royal blue skirts.

Thess were the horrible, wool re-
quirements we wore day In, and day
aut until the skirt pleats were worn

at.

Boys fared no better with blue ev-
erything: pants, shirts, socks and
ties.

But dress codes and'unlforms have
a function. They direct.student at-
tentlon to learning — not to a focus

students who can afford nice, new
expensive items and those who can-
not.

It wlll allow students growing into
adulthood to remember thelr histo-
ry, math and English, and not simply
what trends and ciothes were popu-
lar during their senior year,

Critles might argue that a person's
dress is a statement of persopality.
That taking away choice will neu-
tralize students into a common
masa. That individuality will be lost.

THAT NOT allowing cholce is an
infringment on personal freedoma,

They are good arguments, But our
education aystem represents the fu-
ture for all of us, and In many ways
the system i3 In trouble.

1 3ay desplte the arguments, it's
time we all buckled down to give our
youngsters — urban and suburban —
a good education, The more elfec.
tively learning can be emphasized,
the better.

And If there have to be a few more
Rxlu ta accomplish that, then o be
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Ten good reasons to buy
a Bigelow Jewel of the East”
Oriental design rug
at Umted Carpet.
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And one great reason...

 25%off

o U uncep carpet X
. 3808 Rochester Road, Troy, MI 48084
_ Nonho'ﬂalomhhl.hnyﬂuu. :

828-1900

ﬂnlnd.nuyoutol reach.
Bob Bowman doesn't like the pic-
ture,

“The only thing that should stand
between a child and a university
should be the enlld’l (lbluty) " he
says.

Bowman, the treasurer for the
fgu«;{“ﬁlcﬂ:&hlwmm
te. He ls a t, young, ngw
sive man who makes y{:ﬁ realize tha
you can't remember the name o{
many previous state treasurers,
is also & good Interview.
Fueled appuuuy by Coca-Cola ~—
be brings along his own'fumbo cup n!
Coke to an 8:30 a.m.

Bowman, the treasurer
for the State of
Michigan, is a star in
this state.

ed to a program embraced by the
parents of the state.

He has struck a nerve. In a five-
day span earller this month, 82,495
people applied for enTrro;ll!Imvm in the

L.

))mdent move since his hosts only

have Peps! to offer — Bowman is an
unabashed, Intense and forceful pro-
ponent of the nm': new prepald
college tuitlon called the Michi-
gan Education ;‘nm.

AT FIRST glance, it is an odd
cloak for him to wear. A financlal
talent, he is for the moment forego-
?‘m“mwﬁtm‘m for
ower pa; c service. e
mdchﬂﬂac.mlpcﬂmmdlmw-

‘This Is not a something-for-noth-
ing plan. Partlcipants must pay a
minimum of about $6,760 (depending
on the child's age), which Is paid in a
lump sum or flnanced with monthly
payments to a lending institution, In
return, the child's tuition Is guaran-
teed at any state college or universi.
ty. The program does not address
ather major costs such as room and
board, or textbooks.

The widespread interest in the

being spent on advertising.

“It caught us by surprise, and: It
shouldn't have,” sald Bowman, who
stresses the obvious: Adequate edus
catlon no longer Is served by K-13
learning; at teast two to four yun
of college is necessary. .

THE MICHIGAN Education Trust
has its critics. Some say the guarané
tee has holes; others beileve the fund
cannot earn enough to keep pacc
with tuition increases,

Bowman, a pretty genlal man, adh
mittedly gets “hulfy” at such talk.-
Financtal consultants may be wor:
rled more about losing $80 million In
commissions, he suggests, Critics
should do some homework beforé
slamming a program 2% years ln
the making, he says.

The fact is, he mnlnuins the :uu
has given his trust a better guaran:
tee than any other fund in Michigan.
That's as i( should be, he adds, since
education is the cornerstone of Mich:
igan’s future. X

To Bowman, his treasured Coke
notwithstanding, the Michigan Edu:
cation Trust is the real thing.

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS...

Get ready fo study lots of good collections of poetry snuggled
under a Scandia Down® Comtorter.

{NCREDIBLE SAVINGS ON OUR TWIN FEATHERY DOWN COMFORTER
reg.$175 SALE 98

Save 25% on full, queen and king feathery downs and all sizes
of our feather sleep pillows.

All floor model beds 30-50% OFF
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Scandia Down Shop
of Birmingham

255 8. Woodward’
{antrance on Brown 8t.) .
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