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Wilderness lands are hurt by overuse

(AP) Americans looung lor a
wildernesa

mote U.s. Forest Servlu Iand: ln-
crulluly are finding trashy camp-

unsafe trails, unhealthy water
nnd pollnﬁom

And forest service officlals re-
counting these problems also are
warning that because of tight money
and growing land use, conditions are
likely to worsen among the 32 mil.
lion acres of officlal wilderness un-
der thelr control.

“We're falling behind,* George
Leonard, associate USFS chief, l.uld
!he chu Interior. publle lands sub-

Bruce Vento,
D-M.lnn., sald it was the first-ever
congressional review of the condi-
tion of wilderness areas protected
il;lel:l development under a landmark

“WILDERNESS areas are now lit-
erally being loved to death” by bur-
geoning numbers of backpackers,
some of them ignorant of backcoun-
try etiquette and hygiene, sald Greg
Hansen, a ranger from the Superstl-
tion Wilderness in Arizona's Tonto
National Forest,

chard LaBorde, supervisor for
two areas in California’s lnyobl’:;;

tional Forest, sald overuse has
avolded by setting trailhead quotas
and requirin;
mits.

But hie sald the arm' two rangers

8 campers to abtaln per-

are able to contact only 'I percent of
the visitors to brief them on
backcountry manners. Trall recon.
atructlon is eight years behind sched-
ule, causing safety and eroslon prob-
lems, he sald,

LaBorde sald all visitors are told
belnre g it

Slnce 1984, Congress has doubled
the number of wilderness areas to
352, It also has doubled the wilder-
ness budget to about $15 million.

d, however, that this
“doesn’t give us the resources to get
ahead,”

practices by cnmpen, there are now
two solar toilets on the popular Mt.
Whitney trall, he said.

ANNE FEGE of the Forest Ser-
vice explained that solar toilets are
portable enclosures that have solar
collectors to generate heat to dry out
and compost buman waste,

LaBorde sald grazing by pack ani-
mals owned by commercial out-
fltters is nearing the land's grazing
capacity and that concentrated use
of some campsites "has left many
barren scars on the landscape.”

“Qur efforts to regain some sort of
natural condition to these areas have

n weak,” sald¢ LaBorde, adding
that he has “had very little success”
In getting forest service support for
revegetation efforts,

mard and the six rangers at the
hearing said more money is needed
to manage the wilderness areas,

Vento agreed, saying that enly 32
cents a year is belng spent on each
wilderness acre, compared to $6.39
rer d:ere for general forest service
lands.

THE R. from the fleld
continually emphasized one polnt:
Beyond one headquarters job In

Washington, there are no full-time
Jobs as wilderness rangers and no

forest service career Lrack In wilder-
ness management.

As a result, there is little overall
management planning, considerable
turnover among skilled field people
and little time for rangers to do
much more than keep a cursory
watch on the remote acreage under
thelr doma!

“The reallty of a person only
working five months is that there Is
little planning time available,” said
Linda Merlgllanq, the ranger respon.

sible for the 116,500-acre Jedediah
Smith Wilderness [n Wyomlng.

She said that because of tight
money, 63 percent of her trall sys.
tem is substandard and deteriorat-
ing. She estlmated it would cost
$162,295 for labor and materlals to
repair the trails.

“Most of the Impacts occurring In
the Jededlah Smith Wilderness re-
sult from visiter ignorance of appro-
priate camplng and traveling behay-
lor," said Merlgtlano, adding that

she couldn't get $50 to put together a
slide show about proper camping
technlques.

She sald that despite the require-
ments of the Targhee National For-
est Plan, her area lacks an assess-
ment of its campsites,

Lee Kirsch, the ranger for three
areas in Colorado's San Isabel Na-
tional Forest, sald such assessments
In her areas found 85 percent of the
campsites violating wilderness regu-
fatlons.

OU profs teaching eye surgeons

Two Oakland University pmlu
sors have become video stars in a
tralning tape for ocular surgeons.

Barry Winker and Michael Riley
were amopg basic researchers and
cliniclans who participated in a Los
Angeles conference on ophthalmlc
surgeries. The program was spon-
sored by Alcon Laboratories of Fart
Worth, Texas.

‘ne QU professors participated in
a panel discussion that was taped
and that will be distributed world-

wide.

The goal is {o help surgeons evalu.
ate {rrigating fluids that may be
used during surgery. Both Winkler
and Riley are faculty in the QU Eye
Research Institute,
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Michigan’s Largest Festival
700 Performers on Ten Outdoor Stages

The Michigan Festval -

Michigan Festival!

inclhuding our SIAEs only showcase
of Michigan folklife. and nationally know.n performers each

evening. Bring your tnends - celebrate summertme i Michigan
for ten days of great concerls, event
children’s activities. There's something for everyone at The

For only $7, your Michigan Festval Admission Button 1s
your ‘ticket" to ali performances including the Qldsmobile Stage
concerts ($7 in advance, $10 at the Festival. Children six years
and under admitted free.) This is a great event for families.

Judy Collins with the Greater Lansing

s, traditionat folk arts and

Winkler explained: “When you
open the cye, because the eye Is un-
der pressure, what .can happen is
that the fluld will Jeak out of the cye.

“So essentially, what surgeons do
is to pump in a fluld to maintain the
intraocular pressure, and it also
helps malntaln the molsture of the
cornea, during cataract surgery, for
example.”

IF A WRONG solution is used, or
an incorrect solution, there can be
post-surgical pmblem: like clouding
of the cornea or problems in the reti-
na, he said.

The sclentist warned that *body
tissues tolerate only small changes
both In the pH (acidity) and pressure,

“Please,
‘my little-
girl needs
blood?

Imagine if you had to sk for blood
to save the life of someane you love.

Next time the American Red Cros
asks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE +
fr o

50 quallly control of the solutlon s
critieal.
Wlnklcr and Rlley were Invited

SURGEONS BEGAN using In-
traocular lrrigating solutlons In the
carly years of the 20th Century, he-

because they have been dolng relate  sald!

¢d research under support from Al
con and the National Eye Institute.

Some years carlier, Winkler pub-
lished some work on the role of the
bicarbonate ion which is part of the
buffering system which controls pH
In the eye. He found that retinal
functlon is best preserved when you
have the bicarbonate fon in the me-
dium bathing the tissue as opposed
10 having a substitute.
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These irrigants affect the corneal
endothelium, which in turn Impacts
on corneal swelling and clarity, so
surgeons experimented with a varie-
ty of solutions that would cause the
{ewest surgleal problems.

Winkler said he and Riley have no
vested {nterest {n Alcon or any firm.
“Our Interest s strictly from the ba-
sic science side,” Winkler said.
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