‘Precincteers’
Partisan foot soldiers march
not for perks, but for parties

By Louise Okrutsky
staff writer

Precinct delegates are the foot
soldiers ol grass-roat politlcs. Like
their milltary counterparts, they're

to often

to keep his hand in local Republlcan
politics. “It's a way to keep Involved
in the procéss. I kind of enjoy gettlng
out and pouhding the pavement. "

ON THE other slde of the politleat

tasks.

Some do il out of commitment to a
politlcal stance. Others do It hoping
for a future shot at glory. Some do It
because no one else wants to bother,

In the Aug. 2 primary, retiring
state Rep. Wilbur Brotherton, R-
Farmington, won a spot as one of the
GOP delegates in Farminglon's slx
precinets. Farminglon Hills has 27
precinets.

Aslde from the opportunity to at-
tend district, state and natlonal par-
ty conventions, delegates distribute
thelr party's campalgn lterature.
Their arena Is usually the pavement,
not the podium.

‘The primary for precinct delegate
was probably Brotherton's caslest
race. He ran unopposed. “Because,
{rankly, no cne else wanted the job,”™
he said.

“Two years ago, he Pat Robert-
son people, they dldn't understand
the process. They thought they'd be
delegates to the natlonal convention.
When they found out few go to the
state convention and even fewer to
the national, they weren't prepnrcd
to put the time into thie job."”

Brotherton sees the post as a way

tine, Marion MeCracken
of Farmington added precinct dele-
gate to a list of ¢ that

ber, but they’re hardy in spirit, ace
cording to Breshgold. “There are a
lot of activists out there.”

Humor thrives for the side that
generally finds itself on the losing
end of a local campalgn. “The Re-
publicans take thetr politics very se-
rim{s'ly." B‘r‘eshgald said,

includes president of the Michigan
chapter of Natlonal Organization of
Wome (NOW). “If you're a good
Democral, what you do Is run for
precinct delegate,” sald McCracken,
who has served about four two-year
tevms as precinet delegate,

McCracken holds no illuslons
abaut the posltlon. In the days of big-
city machine poli-

_tics, precinct dele-

gates may have

been privvy to

such perks as

being the first on

their block to have

their trash collect-

ed. McCracken

holds a dlfferent.

distinction. She's Mic

one of the few, If Brelhgold
not the only, card-carrying Demo-
crat on her block,

“Actuatly, it's a lot of fun (being
the only Democrat on the block).”
said Michael Breshgold, Farmington
Demoeratic Club presideat and a
precinct delegate.

Democrats may be small in num-

our ‘job is to educate
the volers,” said the Farmington res-
ident, "We try to lzecp non-partisan
races non-partisan. "

IN THE world of Flrmlnglon-
area politics, where even stalwarts
cross party lines to vote for a candi-
date, partisan politics can rear its
head. When a recent publle access
cable program featured only the Re.
publican candidates for state repre-
sentative, Democrats were cha-
grined their two hopefuls weren't in-
cluded.

John Akourl, n Farmington Hills
resident considering law school,
hosts the program, A staunch young
Republlean, Akourt was elected as a
first-time precinct delegate. He says
the Democrats flled for office on the
last possible day, too late to be in-
cluded in the local program.

Akourt is looking forward to his
stint as preelnet delegate. “I don't
think the job [s unglamourous. It's
my {lrst run for political office. (The
post) nceded to be won back by cer-
taln members of (he Republican
Party,” he sald.

Farmington Democrats  Arthur
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and Mae Lanski both ran for pre-
cinct delegate, believing two would
be chosen from Precinct 5, the Lon-
gacre Elementary School area. “We
both ran, not knowlng one would be
clected,” sald Mac Lanski, who lost
o her husband by a 37-13 tally. I
knew he was going to win. When peo-
pte don't know who's running, they
tend to vote for men," she sald.

MAE LANSKI said she and her
husband, both retired school teach-

Mae and Art Lanski review Democratic Parly materials in their Farmington home,

ers and six-year Farmington Demo-
cratic Club members, wanted o con-
tribute to the party. She's still hoping
10 be a delegate if it's determined
her precinct really was supposed to
elect two.

"It’s a low position on the totem
pole, but you have a bigger say as
your seniority develops,” said Farm-
ington Hills Repubtican Terry Sever,

Sever, a Farmington Hills city
councilman, wants to continue to
have a say in his party. “Last time,

RANDY BORST/staif pha. .;uan

there was only a one vote differenct
in Farmington Hills. It made a dif-
ference on whom we sent to the state
conventions,” Sever said, recalling
the close win by evangelist Pat Hob
ertson’s forces.

It stresses the impartance of eant
vote and of staying in there,” said
Sever, a precinct delegate for etgm
years,

“If nothing else, I'm on the mail-
ing list and 1 et all the political
propaganda free.” he said.

Who represents the Farmington
arca as precinct delegates, those
seemingly obscure folks who re-
crult political volunteers, pass out
campaign Informatlon and go to
county, state and natlonal party
conventions?

A rundown of the Aug. 2 clectlon
results follows:

Precinct delegates
bask in obscurity

® DEMOCRATS
Farmington

Precinct 1. Wiltiam Liba,
2. Marian McCracken.

3. Edward Lewandowskl.
4. Michael Breshgold,

5, Arthur Lanski.

6. lone Reichel.

Farmington Hills

1. Carmel Galea.

2. Nlcole Paron, George Po-
ertner.

3. Karl Pall.

4. None.

S. Janet Evans, George Roberts.

6, Joha Murphy.

7. Barry Brickner.

B. Vick} Barnett, Irwin Steckloff.

9. Marie Mutschall,

10-15. None.
16. Albert Zolton,
17. Nene.
18. Carl Thornburg.
19. None.

20. Fred Goldberg, Paul Kadish.

21. Mary Foreman.

22. Joyce Oppenheim.

23, McrluSltvv.-r

24. Noni

25. Pa trlcla Blackard. William
Hatton,

26. None,

217, Lydia Rizzo.

® REPUBLICANS
Farmington

1. Stephen Bruce.
2. Davld Babcock,
3. Wilbur Brotherton,

1. None.
5. L. Davig Stader.
6. Jack Gillary.

Farmington Hills

1. Shirley Henich.

2. Alired Diebel.
3.Cynthia Beck.

4. None.

5. John DeCatur.

6. Donn Wolf,

7. Mary Buha.

4. Sharon McDonald.
9. Patrick Rogers.
10. Mary Avery,

11. Elizabeth Lister,

12. Donald Moll Jr.
13. Kathleen Brennan. -
14. Marlene Elwell. o

15. Paul Swoboda.
16. Milton Lichterman.
17, Jean Fox.

18. Sophia Magnotte.
19, Carel Markey.

20. Randa)) Huffman.
21. Janet Larson.

22. Michael Chekal
23. John Akouri.

24. None.

25. Terry Sever.

26. Joan Sciturro.

27. Kathryn Clark.

Farmington area battles

Iate_su mmer InCIGmency Follow Your Dreams Back to Circa 1776

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

A storm with winds gusting to 60
mph hit the Farmlington area hard
this week, playlng host to turbulent
weather that continued Into the

k. 3

Of the 10,000 Oakland Counly resi-
dents who lost power during the vio-
lent lightning stofim late Sunday and
carly Monday, many live in this
area, according to Detroit Edison
spokesman Dan Vecchloni.

"The Farmington area was one of

the hardest hit areas in the county,”
he said.
Farmington Hills firefighters re.
sponded o 17 emergency calls in-
volving mostly downed electrical
wires, and two houses — one in
Farmington and the other in the
Hills — were damaged by falllng
trees.

Another house on Heatheridge in
the Meadowbrook Park subdlvislon
caught fire. The fire was most ltkely

Of the 10,000 County residents who
lost power during the violent lightning
storm late Sunday and early Monday,
many live in this area, according to
Detroit Edison spokesman Dan

Vecchioni.

caused by.a lightning strike. fire of-
ficlals sald. :

Vecchionl could not specify how
many people were without power,
but said the main problem area was
“from Elght Mile to 14 Mile and Ink.
ster to Haggerty” — Farminglon
Hills’ boundaries.

“That’s how they (Edison employ-
ees) described it.” he added. “Not ev-
cryonc lost power, but there were
quite a few."

POWER WAS restored to the

Farmington arca by 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, but remained out in other parts
of Oakland County.

Throughout the Edison service
area, 55,000 houses were without
power because of the storm,

The strong winds and lightning
also played havoe with trees, down-
ing some totally and snapping
branches from others.

Tuesdoy, Farmington public
works crews were still pleking up
debris at the curb and hauling it
away, director Earl Billing satd, The
city used about 100 man hours to
<clean up from the storm.

In Farmington Hills, the chain
saws were working overtime Mon-
day. as employees removed trees
and cut them down to slze. Crews
were first called in at 12:30 a.m.
Monday to remove three-four trees
blocking roadways in the city.

“We've delinltely had  worse
storms, but any tlme you have
enough to take trees down, it's a
pretty good one,” sald Hills public
services director Thomas Biasel
was definitely a full day's work.”

PUBLIC SAFETY employees in

Farmington had one major call, i
when a tree struck a house on Free- Rog. S8LE :
dom Road causing $15,000 in dam- Spindie Sod. Quoen $ 67075 $580.75 .
age. Three other large trees had also 8- Dmsser 18-5002  $,049. 75 $889.75 H
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Most of the activity was in the
where personnel

Ethan Allen Summer Sale

R Our Circa 1776

bedroom brings back
memoties of
yesteryear, in the
comlort of today. Now
at speciat sale prices.

A ma?m{-::enl way 10

establish a work space
with very lttle room.
The Iid drops down to
provide a wriling
surtace when open.
locks when closed

For bedside. this ample
lable has both a drawer
and a shell.
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