‘A world of difference’
Deaf woman is able to hear after surgery

ORN SEVERELY hearing
impalred, Jane Schwab of
.Redford heard no sounds at
all untll age 5 when she

was fitted with two hearing alds,
Then a whole new world opened
up for her,
She attended a school for the deaf
that first d her mother

even with bearing aids, Schwab’s
bearing degenerated over the years
(o a point where she was totally deaf
and had developed a Joud ringing in
her ears.

To talk with her mother by long-

telephone, she would be on

one extenslon. Her busband, Rich.
&rd, or oe of ber sons would be on
the extenslon. They would re-
peat what ber mother was saying so
that she could read their lips and she
would to ber mother,

It was frustrating and by no
means private.

But it was a means of communi-
cating.

THEN HER mother read and sent
her an article that changed her lle.

The newspaper story was about
Dr. Warren Brandes, a Farmington
Hills physician who was one of only
& few working

The sound processor fils on
Schwab's belt.

gained the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration's approval in 1985. He has
done 18 such implants to date,

THE COCHLEAR Implant Is a
medical device that uses microcom-
puter technology to stimulate nerves
inside the inner ear, sending sound
messages {o the brain,

A number of components

with a pew bearing device — the
cochlear implant.

Two years 2go the 39-year-old
Redford Township woman, who
works for FTD In Soutbfield, became
one of Brandes' first patlents to have
the cochlear implant surgery.

“It's made a world of difference,”
sald Schwab. “It's glven me a world
of sounds [ only used to Imagine and
for the first time I can really talk on
the I bave trouble

the device, A headplece
worn by Schwab holds a microphone
behind her left ear, The microphone
transmits sounds Into a speech pro-
cessar that looks much llke a transis.
tor radio and is designed to flt in a
pocket or be wora on a belt.

The processor sends the sound to a
small plastlc coated transmitter ring
held by the headplece behind the
right ear. The ring is held In place
dlr«:!_ly in contact with a recelver/

between words that
rhyme, like ‘b’ and ‘ple’, but If 1
know the person’s volce I can usually
understand pretty well.”
an osteopathic physiclan
and surgeon who specializes in cars,
nose and throat, is one of few phys!-
clans in Michigan who perform
cochlear implant surgery and was
the first physician in the tri-county
area to perform the surgery after it

which has been surgically
implanted in the bone behind her

ear.

Electrodes extend from the stimu.
lator into the cochlea, the inner-most
portion of the ear. The electrodes
stimulate nerve fibers that send
messages to Schwab's braln. These
messages are Interpreted by her
braln as sound.

NOT EVERYONE who isdeal Isa

good candldate for a cochlear im-
plant, sald Brandes,
“I sit down and talk to the patient
first to see why be or she wants to
operation — to see if there Is &

some teats.

“Jape was a good candldate for
the surgery because she was highly
motivated, she’s an Intelligent indi.
viduat, lhho‘ :n ucdcuzn( family :;?d
port, she bad already developed
speech, she's young, and she had only
recently totally Jost her hearing.”

Brandes does tests to make sure

ve

ulating it ele%lrlully.

“If the patient hears beeps, then
we know there Is & functioning
cochlear nerve and he or she is prob-
ably a viable candidate for the sur-
gery," said Brandes.

SCHWAB FATRLY beams when
she recalls the test.

“T could bear the beeps. It was the
first time I ever heard an;
wilhout the use of my hearing alds,”
she sald,

There are two types of cochlear
implants: single channel and 22.
channel implants. The aingle channe!
implant is most often recommended
for those individuals who are de-
scribed as pre-lingual; they became
deaf prior to learning to s

Following the surgery, Schwab
worked with a team of audlologists
and therapists for about six weeks.
She literally had to learn what the
sounds she was hearing were,

“It was funny. The day they
hooked the whole thing up, I was
driving home with the window down
a little. I kept hearing a whooshing
sound. When I got home 1 asked
Richard if that was how the cars
golng by sounded, I had never heard
them before, He said, ‘Yes'."

During the training process, thera-
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SCHWAB'S HUSBAND of 20 years
eonldn'l:’lieve 1t when he attended

]

And she used (o bave trouble under.
standing what I was trying to say to
her. It's no longer difficult for ber to
understand and it's really improved
our relationship.”

The two met when they were both
vacationlng In Hawall, They plan to
g0 back for their 25th weddlng anni-

o shore and they will
both hear the calls of the tropical
birds,

Now, Schwab s excited about
something closer to home. “I can
even bear the birds chirping in a nest
outside the kitchen window with the
window closed.

“People sbould be grateful if they
can hear* sald Schwab, who works
as a keypunch operator at FTD
World Headquarters in Southfleld.
“They have no idea what It's like not
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Talking on the telep!
Schwab of Redtord.

to hear little sounds, normal sounds.
I can’t tell you what a joy it is to
hear my family, to hear my boys
yelling and screaming outside.”

The Schwabs bave two sons,
James, 7; and Richard Jr., 11, Their
tthn' Eric, 18, also lives with

em,

THE COCHLEAR implant has an
average cost of $20,000 to $30,000. In
the Schwab's case, most of it was

hone is now a normal experience for Jane

covered by Insurance. N
Brandes sald most Insurance com-
panies are now covering the proce-
dure. This basn't been true from the
beginning and Brandes has tam-
palgned with the insurance compa-
nles, educating them about the piro-
cedure and why it should be refm-
bursed, Co

Brandes is one of four physiclans
in EN.T. Surgical Assoclates in
Farmington Hills. .

Huron Valley Hospital's Physicians Referral Program.
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