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Officials keep
it interesting ‘

IF YOUR LOCAL government

meetings are on cable TV and you
aren't watching, you might be
missing the best entertainment this
side of the writers’ strike. For in-
stance:
@ Some Southfield school board
members want to tell the superin-
tendent where to llve; they also
want to tell him where to sit,

The school board members have
tried to impose a resldency rule on
hlgh-ranking administrators, in-
cluding the school superintendent
who recently moved to Farmington
Hills, The motion hasn't gone any-
where, at least partly because
other board members are afraid to
make It Jook as though they have to
“bludgeon” administrators to make
them llve In Southfield.

* One of the same board members
who wants the resldency rule was
consldering a motlon that would
make the superintendent sit at one
end of the board table or the other,
but not in the middle next to the
schoo! president. I'm oot
sure of the motive for this, Maybe
the ends of the table are in South.
ficld and the middle is in Oak Park.

@ In the Troy school system, of-
ficials have decided that publle
voles don't mean much if they
don’t want them to. The district
thinks 1t can find a way to build a
new high school even though previ-
ous votes have turned the proposal
down, There are good arguments
for a new high school, but what
about the public votes?

It doesn't mean that much, said
the superintendent, noting that only
15 percent of the public voted the
last Uime the Issue was defeated.
That discredits the vote, he saya,

He should think again. Unless, of
course, he is ready to reject all mil-
lage Increases in which fewer than
a majority voted. And is he pre-
pared ta tell school board members
that they are meaningless since
they were elected with fewer than
15 percent of the vote, as Is often

Perlberg

® In Farmingten Hills, a builder
owed the city $17,000 for sewer
tap-In fees for a building virtually
in the shadow of city hall. His
check bounced. He told the clty
manager that the money would
soon be coming. But month after
month the money dida't come. Fi-
nally the issue reached public light
during a clty council meeting. It
was 17 months later but the bullder
pald the full amount (with a non-
bouncing cashlers check) plus in-
terest plus penalty fee.

Still, some people thought there
was prefercntlal treatment. They
apparently felt that way because
the bullder was a city councliman
and former mayor and, as such,
was the boss of the city manager

Convention changes a must

1TOLD you so. Twice,

Elight years ago 1 advanced the no-
tlon, and was unanimously hooted
down, that natlonal political conven-
Uens could be conducted In a day
and a half, max, and that four-dsy
conventlons were a throwback to the
19th century.
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were declded months in advance.

The platform? The Democrats’
was badly written, deliberately, and
no one reads it. In New Orleans, I
couldn't even find a cnpy of the
GOP's book-length missive,

The speeches? Jeane Kirkpatrick
was Lhe only orator at either conven-
tion who dealt with a single tople,
Otherwise, every orator sl
over every tople, treating nothing in
depth. This newspaper's Roll Call
Report tells you more about national
Issues in one week than eight days of
natlonal conventions in prime time
told you.

YOU THE PEOPLE responded

accordingly.
Yot rented movies In record num-

bers,

You got bored with nepubllun
oralors chanting “family values”
unon times an hour; ditto with

and the

who was ultimately resp for
collecting the money. Some people
are just suspiclous, I guess.

® Money is also making things
sticky In West Bloomfleld Town-
shlp where some citizens already
think that developers have teo
close a relationship with elected of+
ficlals. There, a shopping mall de-
veloper put from $200 to $500 in
cash In flve envelopes and gave
them to a township employee who
in turn gave them to flve candi-
dates in the August primary race.
Fortunately, the candidates real-
ized it [s illegal for cash contribu.
tlons to exceed $20 so they refused
the money. The builder elalrned g
norance of the law and sald he
didn’t remember which candidates
were (o receive his money. The em-
ployee sald he didn't know what
was In the envelopes.

As a result, West Bloomficld
may adopt “0ld Man River” as its
offlcial song. It don’t know nothing,

You weren't Impressed by the
staged demonstrations.

You told polisters it was sllly for
all three commercial networks to
cover the same things.

The networks caught on, scallng
back from gavel-to-gavel coverage
in faver of two hours a night.

THE INTELLECTUAL level of
news coverage hit an all-time low: a
two-thirds page feature on C-Span's
anchorwoman; features on what TV
crews did for amusement; CNN's In-
terview of a go-go dancer in New Or-
leans’ French Quarter; the restau-
rant flap between GOP natlonal
committecnan Pete Secchia and
Livonia’s own Elaine Donnelly.

‘There just wasn’t four day's worth
of news.

MY SECOND modest proposal, re-
vealed in this space Aug. 4, was that
Bush should select three to flve ace
ceptable finallsts for veep, then let
the convention choose belween ‘em.

There are 2,200 to 4,000 elected
delegates. Tap thelr bralns, gut feel.
ings and experience!

There are 13,000 news people cov-
ering a four-day TV show 'lu: a pr&
dictable climax and tings.
Some of those news people m the
best in the country. The rest think

they are. Give 'em meaty
to cover.

One nationa! paper reported that
Bush operative Jim Baker floated
Sen. Dan Quayle’s name to The New
York Tlmes z week early, hoping the
trial balloon technique would elicit
any negatlve response, It didn't
work.

I Bush had followed my advice,
Republican delegates would have
had three weeks to serutinize a hand-
ful of names. The Quayle thing
would either have turned out to be a
dud, or it would have sunk him long
before he became No. 2 on the tcket.

Speaking of the eastern seaboard

many A mlnk
they have a double standard: no
complaint about granting amnesty
to males who skedaddled to Canada
or Sweden, but dump all over
Quaylc who at least wore hls coun-
try’s uniform in the Natlonat Guard. ;
Reporters have to cover some.
thing. And If the genuises who advise
Dukakis and Bush don‘t provide an
honest battle for them to cover, the
medla will pick up trivia and blas] it
to the skies,

Remember who told you so: Cut
the conventions to 1% days and Ie!
the delegates plek the veep.

Layoffs are never pleasant

EMPLOYBE LAYOFFS bave

recently, as deci.

ﬂom lbout two Det.ro!l daily pews-

papers move from government
boardrooms to federal

Layoffs are Al:o Lssue In the
auto Industry s assembly plants
close, never to reopen, and the state
is foreed to look to new types of in.
dustry to make up the lomt. The prob-
lem has even prompted federal leg-
islation forcing employers to glve
notice before closing a plant.

But he [ssue of lnyoi!l has hit the
news industry hard, and given people
in all sorts of jobs cause to think,

Even though many lives are in
limbo awaiting court actlon, how
employers Iundle layolls has gener-
ated much discussion. It was even
debated on local radio talk

Just how ahould employers handl

a layoff? What should be said, nnd
who should do it?

Should it be a manager asd {riend,
or a stranger from a relocation firm
or bome office?

IN THIS job I “carry my lunch
pail to wark,” 80 o speak, but I bave
walked the other side of the fence as
amanager.,

1 played an integrat part in giving
more than 100 employees thelr no-
tice, over severa) years. That’s not
sald proudly, but realistically,

And no one should kid themseclves
— it's palnful {or everyone involved,
from the employees who get their
plnk slips all the way up to the man-
agers who wield the ax,

I WOULD guess that all managers
get a bad feeling in the pit of the
stomach, every time.

There’s no kind way to tell em-
ployecs they have to hit the streets,
uproot their lives and look for anoth-
er source of income. No matter how
much a company cushlons the blow
wlith relocation services or job train-
ing, It stil} hurts.

And it affects not only the pocket-

book, but a person's self-esteem.

TODAY'S JOB counselors say the
days of lifelong employment are
gone, and a person should expect to
have several jobs in a Ufetime, possi-
bly In different careers. Although
that seems apparent, it hasn't be-
come a reality to some.

People get comfortable, especially
If they enjoy their jobs. They want to
believe it can last forever, or at least
unttl they retire.

The fact is, many jobs just don't
last anymore. We shouldn't expect it,
nor should we let a Jayoff or job
change send us a negative message. -

We also need to turn around thé
old, worn out "you owe me" routine.
We are all owed respect, benefits
and a paycheck which are linked t6
our jobs. But after the job's over, ng
debt remains except what we owe Lo
ourselves.

We must fulfill our own lives. I
we wait for someone else to accom-
plish that for us, It won't happen.

There arc a multitude of opportu-
nitles — even here in Michigan —
for anyone with the motlvation to
seck them out.
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the case in Troy? It just keeps rollln’ along. Ditto with Dukakis and the Demo-

crats.
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- Ethan Allen‘ Summer Sale
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- Catoday tor aee 'W and an Allen
0 home apporiment magazine
o ‘
——m v

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's -
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S: Post Office.

EthanAllen
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It’s quick. It's easy.
And it's the Iaw.




