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. Kraemer:

By Tim Richard
staft wriler

Barry Kraemer Is finally getting
his day in the sun,

The choice of Oakland County
Democrats to run for prosecutor,
Kraemer, 39, of Clawson was unop-

in his primary while four Re-
pubticans battling it out for the GOP
nomlnation got months of attention.

Winner on Nov. 8 will succeed L.
Brooks Patterson, retitlng after 16
years a3 the county's chief law en-
forcement officer.

Kraemer is a public safety officer
tn Oak Park,

Q. What do you do in your job?

A. We arce a combined police and
fire operation, So we are certified
police officers as well as firefighters
trained by the Firefighter Tralning
Council. I'm a public safety officer
11 ~- fire inspector. 1 have been since
Junc of 1985, My current responsi.
bilities are fire cause and orlgin and
arson Investigatlon,

Q. To run for prosecator, you must
bave a law degrec. Have you done
apy legal practice?

A. Yes, since 1 passed the bar in
1881, I've been Involved in the gener-
al practice of law — willls, trusts,
house closings, a few diverces. I did
quile a bit of mental health work
with probate court when I first be-
came an attorney, (He Is a sole prac-
titioner.)

Q. What kind of campalgn budget
do you have fo take on Dick Thomp-
s0n? As you've read In the campaign
reports, he’s pretty well heeled.

A. He spent in excess of $130,000
in the primary, and he's very capa-
ble of ralslng another $100,000, We
belleve we can ralse $100,000 anc
have set a budget accordingly. Aiso,
I've sat a secondary budget if we fall
short of that.

Q. If you are elected Qakland
County prosecuto, what changes
would you make in the office?

A. Retentlon of quality people In
the prosecutor's cffice — that Is
very lmportant.

I also see drug forfeiture in-
creased. 1 think we in Oakland Coun-
ty have fallen behind surrounding
countles in terms of a pro-active for-
lfelture to go after the {ll-gotten
gains of drug dealers, whether

Barry Kragmer
Democratic candidate

they're strect fevel, mid-level or
high tevel.

Q. You'd better explain what that
means.

A. There's a state law which al-
lows, for someone who's trafficking
in narcotics, forfeiture of anythlng
that may be the result of itl-gotten
galns. A good example is the street-
leve! dealer who may have several
thousand dollars. He can be served
notice that under the Michigan For-
felture Act, that can be taken,

‘The automoblle that's used in traf-
ficking, If it was used to pick up
drugs for a sale or delivery, can be
seized. Assets. . .George Best, who
runs the program in the Wayne
County presecutor’s offlce, has gonc
after homes, horse farms in Kentue-
ky, anything that's the result of tral-
ficking in narcotics, gold, jewelry,
diamond rings, lnvestments,
portfolios. . .

Q. Are you suggestlag Patterson's
offlee hasn't done this sufficiently?

A. That's correct.

I think we need to re-evaluate
staff use. The probate court, espe-
clally juvenile division, could use
one, passibly two more attorneys be-
cause of the juvenile caseload,

Currently there are three prosecu-
tors avatlable. On days when juve-
nile court is in session, normally
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there is a tremendous caseload and a
lot of delay — for persons in the sys-
tem as well as for attorneys and wit-
nesses and parents of children called
into probate court.

Q. Let's hack up to retention of
quality personnel. Is it your opluion
that there's a high tumnover of quali-
1y people?

A, Yes. People who are professlon-
als . . . have a sense of worth and
belonging. If you Instill in them trust
and belleve in them, you get their
loyalty, and they stay.  *

Obviously, pay is a big issue . . .
but there are people who dedicate
their lives to the prosecutor's offlce
and will stay If they are given that
degree of respect.

Make prosecutor’s

Q. Brooks Patterson bas been
known for baviag a leglstative pro.
gram, sometimes a very long one,
Do you bave a legislative program
of yuur own?

A. No, sir. ] don't see myself ac-

tively secking legislation. 1 would be
more than happy to assist any legis-
lator who wanted {nput from the off-
ice, statlstlcal data, informatlon,
° We have some good quality legis-
lators, { know (state Rep.) Perry Bul-
lard (D-Ann Arbor) has dene a great
deal. There are a number of bills he
has proposed. . ,

Q. Palterson also has been known
for criticlziog Judges — Cireult
Judge James Thorburn, now retir-
Ing, comes to mind; District Judge

Thutsday. August 25. 1888 G4
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office work

Martin Boyle out to Walled Luke,
Will you be commenting vn judges in
the same way?

A. No, sir. I've warked In the sys-
tem for 18 years, angd I've seen a lot
of good qualily people on the bench.

¥ don't think it’s in my interest to
criticize that judge. If 1 believe he
has oversiepped his judicial bounds,
then under the canon of cthles 1
would be obligated to bring that to
the Judiclal Tenure Commission.

Q. Where do you see Barry
Kraemer 8% years from now — os.
sumlug you win two terms as pro-
secutor?

A. I'm a law enforcement profes-
sional, This is my first attempt at
political office. . . If I'm not in the
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prosecutor’s office, I'll be in some
form of law enforcement .

Q. How did you decide to become &
lawyer? .

A. A good lawyer friend of mine
who talked to me after I completed
my master’s wurk (Kraemer has
buchelor’s degree in erlminal justice
in 1972 and a master's in education
from Michigan State University in
£977). F've always been interested in
the law, being a law enforcement -
officer. . .

It adds eredibility (o my teaching.
I've taught in the Oakland Police
Academy. | assisted in teaching the
deadly force seminar — decision
shooting for police officers; when to
shoot, when not to shoot,
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