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'Death penalty backers will fight ruling

- By Pat Murphy
. staff wrlter

A eounty-buef group that
backs the death penalty says it
stands ready to assist an appeal
to the state Supreme Court chal-
lenging the constitutionallty of a
180-day limit on gathering petl-
tlon signatures to put the lssue
before state voters.

Oakland Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson sald Citizens for Capi-
tal Punishment, a group he orga-

nized to advocate the death pen-
alty, is ready ¢o help test the con-
stitutionallty of the 180-day liml
which was relnstated recently ln
a decision handed down by the
Michigan Court of Appeal

Grosse Polnte Republlcau John
Lauve has indlcated he would ap-
peal the decisfon which overruled
Onldnnd Cireuit Judge Alice Gii-

"We {Citizens for Capltal Pun.
ishment) aren't the major party
in this dispute,’ Patterson said.

‘We are ready to help

John Lauve when he

files his challenge,’
—Brooks Patterson.

“But we are ready to help John
(L.:nve) when be files his chal-
lenge.”

Lauve has been Involved in a
number of disputes, including an
unsuccessful attempt to recall

Gov. James Blanchard.

He was unavallable for com-
ment about his possible chale
lenge, But Patterson sald Lauve

told him that he would likely
challenge the appeals court decl-
sion ln the Supreme Court.

CITIZENS FOR Capital Puu
ishment were affected by the 18
day Umitation in 1988, wben lu
members gathered some 350,000
signatures, about 50,000 more
than the minimum required, to

put b death penalty on the 1088

The issue was kept off the bal-
lot after officials ruled that the
signatures had not been gatbered
within a limit of 180 days.

The 180-day limit, Into

petition rights of citizens who
should have four years In which
to gather signatures,

The 180-day -lmitation was

relnstated during a utility rate

dispute In the mid-108%s, but sub. |-

sequently ruled unconstitutional
in 1987 by .lndgu Glibert.

It was Gilbert's decision that
was reversed by the Cowrt of
Appeals ruling last month, Gli.
ben 2aid she would not comment
on the reversal until she reviewed
the appeals court ruling.
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