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Group
Presents

Play

A play will be featured at

the  annual  Christmas
program of Trinity Church of
the Brethren, 27350 . W.

Chicago, Redford Township.
The play, entitled “The Boy
Who Wouldn't Play Jesus” by
Bernard Kops, will be
presented Sunday, Dec. 20, at
7p.m.

Mrs. Richard Price is
directing the Youth Group in
the production.

A special Christmas Eve
service will be held in the
church at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 24. The public is invited
to both events.

4. Choirs
Will Sing

Music by four choirs will be
presented at a ‘‘Christmas
Family Night” Sunday, Dec.
20, at 7 p.m., in St. Paul
Presbyterian Church, 27475 W.
Five Mile, Livoniu:

The evening will also in-
clude tableaux, a handbell
choir and instrumental music.
Relreshments will be served,
and Santa Claus will have
candy for all.

Live Natwlty Scenes
Planned By 2 Churches

‘Two live nativity scenes are
planned by church youth
groups in the Observer area
during the Christmas season.

Young people of Hosanna-
Tabor Lutheran Church, 9600
Laverne, between  West
Chicago and Plymouth in
Redford Township, will offer
their manger scene in front of
their church from 6 p.m. to
midnight Christmas Eve.

A choral group will sing
carols during the evening,
inviting passers-by to join
them.

YOUTH GROUPS of the
Grand River Baptist Church,

. 34500 Six Mile, Livonia, will

act out the Christmas, story
from 6 to 9 p.m. each evemng

from Sunday, Decg 20, to
‘Wednesday, Dec. 23

Wearing traditional
costumes, made fy Mrs.
Lorene Wooten and M}s. Alma
Wilder, the parhm *.nts will
use a stable built Qh}‘rmk
Craver and John P;

The Biblical dramy’ will be
enacted  in_  half-hour
segments. The yol people
hope to have live anlmals as
part of the scene, |

MARY SHAW and Carrie
Kecskes will play the role of
Mary, and Joseph |will be
played by Greg Vo and
Jeff Myers.

Other young people par-
ticipating will be Terry
Harder, John Shaw| Nancy
Williams, Bill Gray, Jim

Craver, Linda Oster, Peter
Shaw, Amy Bergquist, Debbie
Walkowiak, Kathy Parks,
Cheryl Harp, Terri Powless,

Mary Powless and Doug -]

Rosner.

The cast for the four
evenings also include Debbie
Welling, Dawn Welling, Sue
Rau and Pete Shaw.

Sponsors of the youth groups
putting on the nativity drama
are Mr. and Mrs. William
Burgess, Mr. and Mrs. James
English, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce
Harder and Mr. and Mrs.
David Walkowiak.

The church is located just
west of Stevenson High School
and affords ample parking for
all in the area wishing to stop
and view the dramas.

St. Genevieve Plans Spe!cial Carol Service

Christmas music by a 35-
voice choir and in-
strumentalists ~ will, be

presented in a carol program

24, preceding midnight mass
in St. Genevieve Catholic
Church, 29015 Jamison,
Livonia.

The music, which will be

repeated at 11 a.m, Christmas
morning, will  include
spirituals, anthems and carols
from other lands as well as
traditional carols and
congregational singing.

at 11:25 p.m. Thursday; Dec.
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- CANDLES FOR CHANUKAH --

The children of

the third grade in Temple Beth Am’s Religious
School presented Chanukah Services Friday, Dec. 18.

Among the participants were {from left} Marjorie
Zupmore, David Moscoe and Karolyn Case. (Observer

photo by Bob Woodring)

Temple Observes Chanukah

The celebration of
Chanukah (festival of lights)
will begin at sunset Tuesday,
Dec 22, and will last for eight

The holiday commemorates
the victory of a small minority
of Jews led by Judah Mac-
cabee over vastly superior
Syrian forces in the year 185
B.CE. The Syrian rulers

were attempting to coerce the
rebellious Jews into prac-
ticing the Helenic religion.

The length of the festival is
determined by *a supposed
miracle which occurred at the
time of the rebellion which
kept the Eternal Light burning
for eight days on a quantity of
oil which should have lasted
one day only.

GUMENIGAL
GIWEEEYT

(Reprinted from Life Line, St.
Matthew's Umm_d Methodist
Church, 30900 W. Six Mile,

Livonia.}
By REV. PAUL T. HAR“I‘

When [ was preparing for
the Advent season, I read
some thoughts, which I would
like to share with you. I was
studying some of the
prophecies of Isaiah which
were dated approximately 700

lead them out of bondage into
freedom, out of darkness into
light, out of despair into joy
and peace.

For the Christian Imth the
great prophecy has had its
fulfiliment in the birth of
Jesus of Nazareth. I would
like to share some of these
thoughts with you.

. e e .

THE NINTH chapter of
Isaiah, the sixth verse says:
“Unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given, and the
government will be upon His
shoulders, and His name will
be called Wonderful, Coun-

selor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.”

Yes, you and I are included
in Christmas. Even in the old
prophetic text of Isaiah we
feel that the us means US.
‘Then, too, we cannot limit the
announcement of the angel, as
given to the shepherds alone ~
“Unto you is born this day in
the city of David, A Savior.”
‘That you is YOU, and the good
tidings for all people are for
me.

And there is no doubt about
it that we are included in the
great test, “For God so loved
the world that-He gave His
only begotten Son that
WHOSOEVER..."” That
‘whosever reach®s to you and

me. We are included in
Christmas.
Even if you are a

disbelieving pagan, or a stingy
Scrooge, or an evdiempered
misanthrope, you are in-
cluded. You can't get away
from Christmas. You can't
escape it. You may build
yourself a dungeon -
Christmas will get in between
the cracks. You may seek
loneliness of the Arctic Pole ~
memory will betray you.
Youwd better give in.
Christmas is coming and that
includes you.

WE'RE ALL included, wise
men and shepherds ~ the Babé
was born under a star that

TO HELP RETARDED — Two members of Or-
dono Athambra No. 128 of Livonia look on as Mar-
jorie Ann Buresh receives a check for $500 from
Olga M. Paprelli {right). Mrs Buresh is coordinator

Founda-

of the

tion of Detroit. Mrs. Paprelli is the presidan} of the
QOrdono Sultana (wives’ group), which raised the
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At Temple Kol Ami,
students of the eighth grade in
the religious school will
conduct the Dec. 25 service
under the direction of theif
teacher, Michelle Buck.

The service including
Hebrew prayers, the story of
Judah Maccabee, and a
musical program, will begin
at 7:45 P.M. and last only one
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withheld its shining from
none.

And of course we're all
included in the meaning of
Christmas, The significance
of a birth lies not alone in the
*birth but in all that follows in
thgt life. And what follows the
birth of Christ in His life of
doing good, His death, His
resurrection, His spiritual
presence. All that He came to
do has influence and bearing
in our lives. Allthat Jesus was
and did and said included us.

And what that Babe later
went through - even on the
‘Cross includes you.and me.
His perfection includes our
perfection:  his Sonship in-
cludes our sonship. He came
to be like us that we might
become like Him. A Child was
born unto you.

We're included in the Joy of
Christmas.  Note that we
spoke about meaning first, for
the deep Joy comes from the
meaning. Those who keep
Christmas without Christ,
even these have merriment,
but the “Great joy" of which
the angels sang. that is quite
another experience. It Is
Christmas with Christ in the
center. :

So it is our high privilege to
participate in all festivity that

$500 at a recent luau. The on-lookers are Tony Mar-

hour so the children and their .
families can rejoice in the *
ancient victory of freedom of
worship by conducting the
candle lighting ceremonies at
home.

Kol Ami services are held at
the Birmingham Unitarian
Church, Lone Pine and
Woodward.

Ue

is “real joy,” all that brings
joy to you, and all that gives
joy to others. In the joy of
Christmas, you're included,
recipient and giver. .

No wonder we raise our
voires in the carols and
hymns. No wonder we give
gifts especially to children,
that the tide of joy may rise
and spread out upon the earth.

WE'RE INCLUDED in the
good will of Christmas, [I've
said that already - for the
meaning of Christmas is God's
good will toward men. The
real “joy” of Christmas is
man’s good will toward God
and his fellow man.

Now at Christmas ume all |
hatred must be erased, all sins *
agafmst  us forgiven, .-
grievances and grudges must ..
be dispelled; it is the time for
loving and ‘being loved, for
forgiving and being forgiven,
for letting the sunshine and
the heavenly breeze drive
away the smog.

In the clear air we shall see
the star again, and hear the
songs of the angels, and make
our way to the stable where
like the Wise Men of old we

. shall bow in worship, open our

treasuries and make gifts to
our King.

chione {left), past grand commander of Ordono Cara-
van, and Albert V. Paparelli, the present grand com-
mander. The International Order of Alhambra, a Cath-
olic organization, specializes in helping retarded

children.




