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Senate studies bills to open adoption files

By Tim Rlchard
stalf writer

A state Senate committee is study-
ing House-passed bills to open up
more adoption records. But Judiciary
chalrman Rudy Nichols, R-Water-
ford, Is unsure whether the panel
will report them out for passage thiy

year,
“I'm for nine-tenths” of the maln

blll, Nichols sald this week alter
holding a public hearing. But the
head of the five-member panel had
problems with one section.

House Bllls 5804-7 would open
adoption records even further than &
1980 law. Adopted children gener.
ally support them,

BUT ONE area man, Dot
Marengere, opposed the blils, saying

Area’s high tech
in state TV ads

Suburbia's high corri-

dor will be featured in s

T campus,
The high corridor

natlonal TV ads, state commerce dl-
rector Doug Ross announced.

“We belleve we are the first state
to go national with its economic de-
velopment campalgn,” Ross sa::

atretches between Oakland Unlversi-
ty near Rochester and the Unlversity
of Michlgan in Ann Arbor,

Running through next August, the
ads are a continuation of the Yes

Tuesday in a news
Southfield.

“We are showing the rest of the
country not only where the new tech.
nology 18 belng borm, but also where
it is belng used, And we hope that
attracts more businesses and more
jobs o Michigan,” Ross told news.
people on the Lawrence Institute of

They wlll be
broadcast on Cable News Network,
which has 43 million subscribers in
85 percent of total cable households,

The $300,000 cost will be shared
by the Commerce Department and
the Michigan Development Founda-
Uon. They were produced by Ress
Roy of Bloomfield Hiils.

“they will fusther reduce the number
of adoptions in Michigan, The wom-
an choosing adopUon for her child no
longer has the option of remaining
anonymous.”

Natlonal studles have shown the
percentage of children born to single
mothers who are put up for adoption
has steadily shriveled In the last 15
years and Is barely 3 percent, he

sald.

“It defeats the principte of mutu-
allty in the adoption process by de-
nying the birthmother the epportuni-
ty to choose to remaln anonymous.
{It ls) another obstacle for a blrth
molher to overcome in making an
adoptlon plan for her child," said
Marengere, a Bloomfield Township
resident and sales representative for
a Livonln supply firm.

“I bave mare information on my
(adopted) children’s maternal and
paternal grandparents than I do on
my own,” Marengere said,

The original birth name would be
maintained — ‘the most controversial
change.’ Adoptees say it's their right
fo know their original identities,

many who seek thelr blologleal
“roots.”

‘The 1960 law glves an adoptee, at
age 18, access to “non-Identifying"”
information if a natural parent
doesn’t deny access.

Before 1980, adoptees sajd they
bad little right to learn about their
blirths.

THE NEW BILLS would make
these changes:
@ The city, the hame of the hospi-

tion.” A staff analysis potes that
“time Is important for those who
have an Interest in astrology.”

® The origlnal birth name would
be maintained. *“This is the most con-
troversial change,” said the staf{
analysls. Adoptees say it's thelr right
to know their original idenlitles. Op-
ponents say it would defeat the poli-
cy that o natural pareat who with.
holds consent should not be identl-
{led.

® A request for information from

ored or denled In 63 days. Adoptees
complain they face long delays and
their requests are {gnored. .

@ For adoptions occurring before
passage of the 1980 law, identifying
information would have to be re-
leased if a parent has flled a consent
to release the information or if the
parent has died. A second parent
could not refuse consent, This sec-
tion is controversinl because it
would “change the rules of the
game" long after an adoption bas oc-
curred

Nichols sald that section “will be
difficult to resolve. We told the
birthmothers at the time {1980) that
thelr identities would remaln undis-
closed.”

® An adult adoptee, biological
parent and adult biological sibling
would have the right to know the

THE FOUR BILLS are sp
by House Judiclary chairman Perry
Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, Rep. David
Honlgman, R-West Bloomfleld, and
others.

‘They are supported by the state
Office of Children and Youth Ser-
vices. Teslifying for them was
Rosemary Strohpaul of Grand Rap-
ids, representing the Adoption
Rights Movement, composed of

" CUSTOM DRAPERIES
ADD DRAMA...

Add draperies and plaated
shadas (0 your dining or living
area and re-discover how
beautitul your home can bel
Qur materials, workmanship
and installation are tully
guaranteed. You receive the
quality and personal attention
1hat you daserve. Our
protessional decarators will
assist you in making a cholca
1hat you can enjoy for many
years. Stop In today or call for
afreeln-home estimate.
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porsonalized sarvice
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tal and the time of birth are reclassl-  courts, state agencles or child-plac- Identity of the court and ag that

fled as “non-identlfying informa- ing agencles would have to be hon- arranged and approved the adoption.
N
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Heatth Alliance Plan has specialists
owing locations.

At Health Alliance Plan, we know that keeping you healthy is more than a one-doctor
job, That's why we offer you more than 500 personal care physicians and more than 1,100
specialists in virtually every medical field. s .
And these specialists are also located at points all over

southeastern Michigan. Health Alliance Plan is affiliated
with 18 major hospitals, 23 medical centers and hundreds of
private doctors' offices. So you'll never have far to go no
matter what kind of health care you need, -

" For more information, call 872-8100. And find out why
Health Alliance Plan is just what the specialists ordered,
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