STREET BEATS

Easter
stays
Active

By 0'Connor
statf writer

ter, the game isn't
'Wht’l My um" but nmu “Who
Have You Talked to Lately?"

After a recent Lel's’ Active per-
{ormance, the usual backstage well-
wishers swarm around the one of the
most-Iauded new music producers
today, The questions start,
teb, great show. Hlvelyou

tely?”

‘What's RE.M. up to these days?"”

Such Is the lfe of a producer
whose musical works include
REM. Game Theory (see related
story), 1! Crenshaw, Suzanne
Vega ‘and Velvet Elvis, But Easter
bas an album of his own, “Every Dog
Has His Day” (LR S.), the latest fmm
pop-rock outflt Let's Active.

He politely answers the barrage of
inquirits. He's quite aware that
Mitch the producer casts a bigger
shadow than Mitch the performer.

“‘Appareatly, it does,” sald Easter,
almost resigoed, “and that's too bad.

why 1 xﬂl lnto thh llllll In Ihe first
place so I could play music.”

Let's Active performs more than
Just mulc on lts latest album. If
anything, It could described a3 ad-
venturesoms pop.

“Every Dog Has Hls Day” perhaps
has more of a sharp bite than other
Let's Active works. That stems from
hl\dnx Joho Leckie (Pink Floyd
*“Dark Side of the Moon") along a8
co-producer. Easter said he focused
more on the Iurd-ed(ed l!de of Let's
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The members of Let's Active are Angie Cerlson, Mitch Easter, John Heames, Eric Marshall.

Active,

EVEN HAVING a seccond pro-
ducer s somethlng new for the
group. Easter usually handles things
on his own.

“It was politics, really," sald East-
er, about having Leckie as co-pro-
ducer, “People i the music industry
tke more guaranteed formulas for
success, They think bringing In big
names, golng to expensive studios Is
going to belp the album sell.”

For the first time, Easter entercd
the studio with a solld band. He's
Joined by Angle Carlson on key-
boards, guitars and vocals, Eri
Marshall on drums and .lohn
Heames on bass,

The band is tight. In a recent show
at Ann Arbor’s Michigan Theater,
Let's Active provided nearly an hour
of high-powcred pop as an opening
act for The Church,

At the forefront is Easter, who's
quite an adept guitar player in addi-
tion to his songwriting capabilities.
Carlson, an accomplished vocallst in

her own right, takes center stage for
a couple of songs.

The show is varied but could one
expect anything else from Easter?
Hn knnw: what makes for good pop

"’l'here has to be one outstanding
thing to get hold of,” be sald. “It can
be anything. It could be the melody.
It can be the clever use of words or
it can be the sound.

“The whole thing about pop songs
is that you're limited in structure,
You have (o do it in three minutes.
1t's sort of a hit-you-over-the-head
type thing. It bas to grab you. It
can't be bland.”

IN THEORY, that might hold
true, but in reality it doesn’t. Easter
{ecls commerclal radlo is the maln
culprll

e polnts to the 1960s where a
band with a new approach and sound
was welcomed. Today, he believes
the approach is repetitive.

“The way radio has pushed rock
music, people don’t how to listen to

Game Theory shoots for

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

Scott Miller nearly had a hernia.
The record label almost had a heart
attack.

Miller wanted to make a good im-
pression of Enigma Records, which
bad just signed his band Game Theo-
ry. So be lugged In a double-album
set full of welrd titles and even more
bizarre noise tracks (Including a vac-
uum cleaner), Talk about flrst im-
prmi

“There was horror," sald Miller,
recalling the looks from the record
executives when what became “Loll
ta Natlon"” was placed In thelr laps.
“There were chins hitting the floor,
people were ﬂllng out of the room In.

'Msrnbeu of Game Thncri‘atu Guilauw?n Gnuhnn (Ieﬂ), Shelly
LaFreniere, Git Ray, Donnette Thayer and Scott Miller.

ern ( based band took a

Nobody went out the windows, but
“Lolita Nation" went through the
roof in terms of critical reviews and

support from college radio. The
project wu lauded fw its ambltious-
Dess and g ‘welrdness.

overall
Along wllh the off-beat, though,
the album carried Its fair share of
well—boned pop songs including “The
Shella”

Gnme Theory has recently re-
leased its second album on the inde-
t label, “Two Steps from the
Agu." Miller nld the north-
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more mainstream approach this
time.

“We figured we'd better tunina
normal album this time around, or
they probably wouldn't relcase it,”
Mlller sald. .

ENIGMA HAS, and perhaps for
the better. Again the group has
hooked up with notable producer
Mitch Easter (REM., Velvet Elvl.!)
and have released pcthaps thelr
most accessible album to date.

Included In the single disc release
are pop tunes “You Drive," “Wyo-
ming,” and “In a DeLorean,’ ] College
radio play s virtually guaranteed,

Yet there's uncharted territory for
Game Theory called commercial ra-
dio. The eccentric pop band has an
underground audience but is not
sure how to cross the bridge (nto the
land of mainstream success,

So far, they have stretched the
limits of pop like a cheap piece of
elastlc on Willlam “The Fridge"
Perry’s BVDs, The band formed in
1982 and produced a few mini-LPs
and an LP “Blaze of Glory.”

In 1985, Game Theory hooked up
with Easter for “Real Nighttime.”
‘The collaboration worked,

“On the ope hand, he muslcally
thinks Hke I do,” Miller said. “A mel.
ody that sounds good to me sounds

good songs any more,” he said. I
think hands like Game Theory should
be bigger than they are. But people
hear them now and (hink, ‘What's
golng on? There's too much golng
on?

“It's ridiculous, but we've actually
gone backward in our abllity to take
{n musical information. I blame it on
the way radio has continued to have
recycled songs from the 1970s."

Easter continues to move forward,
especially in the area of produclng
He will kave 10 new albums to his

t coming out next year. One of
hlx upcoming projects will be work-
ing with an Australlan band, The
Hummingblrds,

Mitch the producer makes it tough
on Mitch the performer,

“1 don't ever think something Is
just quite right,” he said, “but I don't
lose any sleep over it

Let's Active will perform Sun-
day, Oct. 30, at Saint Andrew's

all, 431 E. Congress, Detroit. For
;'rwre information, cail 961

JELT.
good to him. There are a whole lot of
producers who might not think the

same way and here's usually a lot of
second guessing.

“PLUS, HE'S really technlcally

pntl:ienL He's great in the studlo.

e knows the guidellnes for
mnklng good pop music.”

But the A.B.C.’s ol pop success
means kowtowing to present day
{and often mediocre) standards,
Game Theory wants success of its
own terms.

Few bands are able to do that,
R.E.M. for example, is an exception.
And like the Athens, Ge., rockers,
Game Theory Is using a combination
of college radio support and exten-
sive touring to try and make it bap-

pen.

Some critics of the band say Mil-
ler’s voice is what keeps Game Theo-

1y from being a commercial, He just
hr\uhs it off like dandruff from the
shoulder.

“Who knows if 1t's In the cards for
us (o be the best band around,” Mil-
Ier said. “Maybe my volce Is too of-
{ensive {0 peaple in gencral. But I
always hold out for that dream that
we will be. Who knows?”

Game Theory will perform with
special guests, Walk the Dogma,
on Tuesday at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First, Ann Arbor, For more in-
formation, call 996-8555.

IN CONCERT

]

® FLOCK OF SEAGULLS

A Flock of Seagulls will perform
tonight at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor. For more informa.
Ucn. call 996-8555.
® THE SHY

‘The Shy will perform on Tuesday,
Oct. 25, at Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth
Lake Road, Pontiac. For more infor-
mation, call 681-1700.
® GAME THEORY

Game Theory will perform with
speclal guests, Walk the Dogma, on
Tuesday, Oct. 25, at the Blind Plg,
208 S, Flrst 5t., Ann Arbor. For more
information, ull 996-8555.
® WALK THE DOGMA

Walk the Dogma will perform on
Wednesday, Oct. 26, at The Beat, 215
N. Main, Ann Arbor. For more infor-
mation, call 663-7758.

LIVE

HOTHOUSE
FLOWERS
— The Ritz

Hothouse Flowers might not bow!
you over with their recorded materl-
al, but llve this Irish band Is some-
thing to behold.

‘The Flowers, touted as the “next
big thing,” performed a solid two-
hour set featuring many of the cuts
from their lalest album, “People.”
But unllke the album, people can see
first-hand the sincerity this band
possesses In the way it

©® ROMANCE
Romance will perform Wednesday

through Saturday, Oct, 2629, at
Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth, Poatisc.
For more information, call 631-1700.
® GOOBER & THE PEAS

Goober & the Peas will. perform
on Thursday, Oct. 27, at Paycheck’s
Lounge, 2832 Canlff, tramck.
For more information, call 672-8934>
@ LITTLE FEAT

Little Feat will perform at 8 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 28, at Royal Music The-
ater, Tickels are $18.50. For moﬂi
information, call 546-7610.
® HIFPODHOME

Hippodrome with lpedll guzstl.

Shouting Club and The Gear,
perform on Friday, Oct. 28, at Pay-
check's Lounge, 2932 {, Ham-
tramck. For more information, call
872-8934. f
@ 3-D INVISIBLES

The S-D Invisibles will perform
wlux spedal guuu umble Surlen.

n Friday, Oct. 28,
u-amck Puh 2048 lell. oﬂ 1-15.
For more information, cali 365-9760.

® ROOK

Rook will perform on Saturday,
Oct. 29, at New York, New York In
Warren. For more information, call
756-8140. i3

* Ftl:gmoususl perform with g
Funhouse W orm :p¢-

clal guests, Pest, on Saturtay, Oct.

29, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048

Caniff, off 1.75. For mote Informa.

tlon, call $65-9760.

@ VERTICAL PILLOWS
Vertical Pillows will perform with

specin] guests, Vibratory Synod, at

Paycheek's Lounge, 2932 Caniff,

In terms of stage
singer Linm O'Maontal holds his own
with the best of the rock'n'roll lot,
including fellow country man Bomo.
‘The rest of the group {ollows suit,
golng straight ahead with a brand of
music that blends, rock, folk, soul
and Celtic rhylhms.

The knock on this group is that

. their musle tends to be over blown.

Signs of that were certainly evident
at this glg. The continuous saxo-
phone solos by Leo Barnes don't pro-
vide texture as much as they do irri-
tation. For the most part, they go
agalnst the grain of what HoLbousc
Flowers is trying to do musically.
And, too, O'Maonlal tends to wail
where a whisper would suffice,

Remarkable, though, is that this
was Hothouse Flowers' fourth show
in as many nights. The place was
only half-full. Yet they didn't walver
or take it easy for one second.

The ultimate gauge for any band
Is its live performances. By that
yard stick, Hothouse Flowers is
more (han a few feet ahead of the
rest.

— Larry O'Connor

COLLEGE

Here are the top-10 songs recelv-
ing airplay on WORB-FM 90.9, the
campus station at Oakland Cnmmu-
nity College in Farmington Hi

1. "What Up Dog?,” Was (Not Was).
2. “Every Dog Has It's Day,” Let's
Active,

3, “Tighten Up,” BA.D,

4. “Substance,” Joy Division.

5. "Peep Show," Souxsie and the

Banshees.

6. “Nothing's Shocking," Jane's Ad-
dictlon, .

7. *Strlp Mine,” James.

8. “Fate,” Hunter's and Collector's.
9. “Only Life,” The Feelles.

10. “Marrled to the Mob Sound-
track,” various artlsts.

lead iy, For Tore :
LOCAL
—

Here are the top-10 songs recelv-
Ing alrplay on “Detroit Muslc
Scene,” which is beard {rom 4-5 p.m.
Sundays (repeated 5:30-8:30 p.an.
Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM.

1. “Digging My Own Grave,” Kares

Monster.
2. “Flve O'Clock Bus Stop,” See Dich
B

3, “Under My Leather,” Batboys.
4. “Lick the Boot,” Grievance Com

Seary, Scaryy
. “Docierka the Tardls," The Tl
fords,
9. “Cat Stop Shaking." Teensp

Head,
10. “Mojo Man,” Cinecyde.

COUNTRY -

Here are the top-10 songs recely
ing airplay on WWWW-FM 108.7,-
cmullry and western station in De
troit.

1. “We Believe in Happy Endlngs,

Conley and Harris,
2. "Am 1Crazy?,” Statler Brothers.”
A "Su-ung Enough To Bend,” Tuy

Tn
“Gomu Take A Lot of River,” Oa

mdn Boys.
“Joe K.nowl How to Live,” E43,
"(Do You Love Me) Just Say Yrs,
lll;hwny ll)l.
7. “Bluc to the Bone,” Sweeztun
nl’ the Rod
8. "It Keepa Right on Hurtln',” nm

Joe
9. "H% Tonk Moon,” lhd

Tra
10, “Slumhy Night Special” Cok,
Twitty.

way

SEE DICK RUN
— See Dick Run

there is a document of

WRIF-FM. Also,
moothly portion of "Loul mm" and
will be featured on the soon-to-be-re-
leased compllation album as a re-

foursome has been

Good, infections pop. It's
nothing more, nothing less. Yet theso
uys somebow bave to fig-
ure cut (be formula in lile time a2
evidenced in their la

oaly reloase.

ly'dully lt holds its own. Mark
Campbell lays down some acoustic
tar lines here while Jim

SMALL WORLD

— Huey Lewis &
the News

Chef Huey and his musical part-
ners went back into the kitchen for
“Small World" { ) — stirving
a pinch of jazz, & dash of Cajun spice
and a surprising world vision loto &

simmering mix that pearly reaches
the bolling polot.

“1t's a small world,” Lewis sings,
and the sincerity of his affable,
raspy Yolric‘nv‘u the mJeep\ from

gQult
shows why be is one of the best male
vocallsts in Detroit, belting ot
;:hmlnevm. yet powered fash-
on.

ummamummpe the
realm of the Detroit music scene,
there will be a need to avold the
banal route that often leads groups
mny.nenmnlevmmy
dh:hu.loﬂmuneeln *T1] Remem:

Sﬁll.. this four-song offering will
oelyluroywvu!lumn.
— Larry O'Connor

The realitles of this small world,
Its inoquitles and the way people m~
vive them, surface not only la
title track but also In "Peﬂ‘em.
World" the first single.

1t Lso't all huvy or buvy handed,
however.

huvecvmelnurdf
!ln"(xlvo

mmxm(mmmnvoum-
1) and “Walkin' with the Kid*
anolher sweet-tempered pean to do-

mestic biiss,
But 1t o't totally predictable, -

ther.
blnd

And "0ld Antooe's,” sports a spicy
Cajun beat that's uux{yin; as a
stcaming pot of gumbo.
Long In the shadows, the News
nzpsmtumeo!mchughlat
‘Tower ol

backing
Horns add thelr n!wmwelcome as

WORKER
— Terminal White

“Thump, thump Who's there?
Thump, thump, thump ... Is it
‘Thumper? No, this is the Chicago-
via-Detrolt rock outfit
White doing what they dobest.

“Worker” (White Records) Ls a six.

song EP that Is splitting at the
mms with heavy-duty techno drum
beats. For an Idea of what this band

Jogger
down the street and check his heart,
You'll get the [dea.

Oh «
mumtmlum

und&m!oll,hl
uch these days. - °

“Worker,” the title ma.opu-g
lheENuldlxt.lntnﬂsuc Aq:;
T
en 1
drum beat. I




