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Mlchlgan Iawmakers rated as spenders

By Richard G. Thomas *
special writer

Proxmire, D-Wls, had the

most tightfisted voting record

1in 1988. In the U.S, House, Re-
publican Philip Crane of Illinols led
in austerity voting during the legis-
latlve year, accordng te a survey by
Roll Call Report Syndicate.

IN THE US, Senate, William
ha

i On the other slde of the ledger,”

ben. Lawton Chiles, D-Fla,, was the
penator voting most often to ralse
pending on rol} calls that presented

a clear cholce between higher or

Jower outlays. Rep. Charles Wilson,

D-Texas, was the House member

whose voting showed least concern

#bout the annual defleit.

L The newspaper syndicate's sccond
nnual Spending Index, a study of
pearly 100 key roll calls conducted
n 1988, shows how often lawmakers

tate to
$22 mi

: (AP) — A $22 mllllon plan to up-
krudc a faulty, costly computer sys.
fem used to distribute unemploy-
ment beneflts to about 79,000 jobless
Michigan residents a weck has been
detalled by state officials,

i The Department of Labor is in the
woclss of revamping the computer
system begun in 1879 for the Mlchl-
glan Employment Security Commis-
slon,

*+ It was estimated to cost the state
about $17 million. Instead it cost
about $71 million and was plagued
by hrrakdowm , delays and mistakes,

“"The cotrections are expected to
add $22 mlllion to the bill.

Roll Call Report

cast austerity votes to back up thelr
political boasting on the deflcit ls.
sue, It s the only natfonal study of
its kind by a news organization.

THE SURVEY found the average
Ssenator voting for austerity on only
19 percent of the year's roll calls
posing a choice of more or less
Spending In 22 roll calls. Michigan's
Carl Levin scored 14 percent and
Donald Riegle 18 percent, Both are
Democrats.

The average House member sup-
ported the less-spending allernative
only 22 pereent of the time In 76 roll
calls. The higher the score, the more
austere the record.

Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, scored
33 percent, second highest among
Michigan's 18 representatives. Wil
lam Broomfleld, R-Birmlogham,
scored 12, second-lowest among Ml-
chiganlans,

Among Democrats, Dennls Hertel
of Harper Woods and William Ford
of Taylor scored 17; and Sander Lev-
In of Southfleld. 15,

Lowest-ranked Michigan member
was Rep, John Dingell of Trenton, 8.
Most austere was Paul Henry, R-
Grand Rapid, Detroit conzga:mm
John Conyers and George kett
rated 20 and 18, mpecuvely. higher
than suburban Democrats,

give computer

“We are proposing to correct ma-
Jor problems in the system,” sald
Kay Penner, chief of stalf for the de-
partment.

THE COST will not be borne by
Michigan employers.

“There's not a dime of state gener-
al fund tax money n that system,"
Penner sald.

Penner said the current eight re-
gional computers across Michigan
wlil be replaced by a single central
processing unlt to speed up claims
and make sure benefits are accurate,

James Dye, director of the Labor
Department's bureau of data pro-
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llion upgrading

cessing, sald the new system also
wlit hnsten communications and pro-
vide more storage capaclty.

He sald the federal Department of
Labor has been asked for a $2.2 mll-
llon grant to help in the Lmprove-
ments, ’

He sald the new system should be
able to handled a claims Joad four
times greater than today, perform
through 1997, work 88 percent of the
time and provide a raponse time of
no more than 3 seco

There will be a hackup power
source and redundant mechanical

parts to protect against the loss of
dnu and other fallures, he sald.

The Spending Index covered near-
Iy all votes in the House and Senate
chambers offering a cholce belween

way of Californla with 55 percent,
Wlilllam Dannemeyer of Californiz
with 51 perccnl and James Sen-

the time. He was lollowed by Dernor
cratic Reps. Sam Stratton of New
York and Dan Mica of Florida,

more or Jess spending, of
the amount of money at stake.
1t tracked yeas and nays on efforts

to establish or eliminate programs,
create new agencles and commls-
slons or dismantle existing units of
government, hlke or trim entltle-
ment benelits, curb increases, in-
erease outlays and infliet direct
spendlog cuts.

THE SURVEY excluded several
roll calls on highly charged issues
such as Contra ald and abortion,
where ‘pollcy considerations
overwhelmed fiscal concerns.

The less-spending alternative pre-
vnllled on only 12 percent of those 98

me:mln:, who voled the austerity
posltion 68 percent of the time, was
followed by Sens. Gordon Humphrey,
R-N.H,, who scored 55 percent, and
Jesse Helms, R-N.C,, 41 percent.

Chiles registered zero percent, and
ranking fust above him were Sens.
Pete Domeniel, R-N.M., and Albert

re, D-Tenn., each with pro-auster-
ity scores of § percent.

CRANE SCORED 59 percent.
Ranking immedlately behind him
were GOP Reps. Bob Stump of Arde
zona with 57 percent, Norman Shum.
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DOLLHQUSES TO

) cent, No ower House member voted

with 4 percent, Ronald Coleman

Texas with 5 percent and Kika

Garza of Texas with 7 pereen!.
The Spendlng Index wdghs

votes equally and is non-partisan

is non-ideological,

with 50 per-

pro-austerity at least half the time.
Wilson recorded the lowest House

score by supporting the less-spend.

ing alternative less than 1 percent of
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