Goo,d' news, bad news
for ‘Comedy of Errors’

. Performances of “The Comedy
of Ervors” at Meadow Brook The-
atre continue through Sunday,
Nov, 27, on the Oakland Universi-
ty campus {n Rochester Hills, For
ticket information, call 377-3300,

By Cathie Breidenbach
speclal writer

First the good news. The Meadow
Brook Theatro production of Shake-
speare’s- “The Comedy of Errors”
turns on the comic energy and uses
acrobatles to propel along the tan-
gled plot about two sets of twins,

Shakespeare's carly comedy lends
itself well to broad comic treatment,
and the cast excels at slapstick
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red harem outfit with exposed ml-
driff, but when the bero's wife, Adri-
ana, wears modern high heels and a
similar shimmering harem getup for
a weekday dinner at home with bub-
by, it challenges credibllity — even
in a farce set long ago and far away.
At cast bers o as-

tics & 1a the Three Stooges. Also good ™

news Is the exotic and versatile set
by Peter Hicks, which has ample
doors, stalrs and windows to facili-
tate the busy comings and golngs of
the !dentical twins, Antipholus of
Ephesus and Antipholus of Syracuse,
and thelr look-allke servants, the
two Dromios,

Here ends enthusiasm for Meadow
Brook’s version of one of Shake-
speare's frothier comedles,

Which leads to the bad news. Di-
rector Charles Nolte's heavy-han
monkeying with Egecon's epcaln
speech transforms it into commenta-
ry for dumb dumbs. Granted, Egeon
goes on at wordy length explalning
how long ago a storm at sca separat-

from his wife and one of his
Infant sons. Nolte adds a chorus of
people on the street to speak the
tacked-on commentary, but thelr
distilled interjections insult the audl.
ence's Intelligence as well as Shake-
speare’s ariginal language.

PREVIOUS NOLTE adaptions of
other plays have complemented the
original works well. Hls successful
dramatization of Dickens’ “The
Christmas Carol” will return lo
Meadow Brook this December for its
seventh blockbuster scason, and two

years ago his alteratlons on Act I of
Rlchnrd 111 helghtened Shake.
re's pageantry. In contrast, the
Hberms anu: takes with “The Com-
©dy of Errors” come off as simplls-
tie, stagey ploys.

Costumes 1o the pmdncﬂan suffer
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sorted exotic duds look like holdo-
vers from a Halloween costume par-
ty —~ which is not to say the cos-
tumes aren’t pleasantly colorful or
that they don’t glitter with enough
metallic thrend to make a magnet go
berserk.

The costumes shimmer 1o excess,
but no ope in the cast turns in an
equally shinlng performance, 7o be
sure, there are no duds elther. Sherry
Skinker as Adriana stomps her pret.
ty feet and plays the shrewish,
wronged wife at full volume, and El-
leen Connolly holds her own as Adri-
ana's comely sister Luciana.

Anthony M. Brown and Lawrence
Overmire make a handsome pair of
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Redesigned Audrey II
makes musical unique -

Performances of the Oakland
University Center for the Arts
production of “Little Shop of Hor-
rors” continue through Sunday,
Nov, 20, at Varner Studio Theatre

.in Rochester Hills. For ticket in-
Jormation, call the box office at
370-3013.

By Mary Jane Doerr
special writer

Ashman and Menken envelopes
ﬁehmchiduolbhckbumm'md
Mozart

world in the form of man-eating

hn
4 ‘or Cakland University, the musl.
calhlve!ﬂde for entry into the
American College Theater Pestival.
I the show will be taken

although the

between the heros and their ladles
never heats up beyond lukewarm.
Jay Brian Winnick and Wayne David
Parker as the twin Dromles sound
like Smurfs and look like Lou Costel-
lo clones as they tumble about the
stage In classic slapstick style,

Joseph Reed plays a pleasing
ngn, the merchant from Syracuse
sentenced to die for finding himself
in Ephesus, which punishes by death
any cil of Syracuse foolhardy
enough to venture into town. Egeon
seems to take his life-or-death dl-
lemma with equanimity, as if h
knew all along he had oothing m
worry about because Shakespeare's
comedies always end with clemency,
feasting and happy pairing of lovers.

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield teaches coliege writ-
ing classes and works a3 a
Jreelance writer,

AAA TRAVEL AGENCY IS OPEN TO EVE

Here are some runs
you'll never forget!

Prices start at $699.

Amarican Express is oltering the utlimate ski vacation, Ski nino days
in exciting Innsbruck. Pricas include airfare from New York,
resort transters, bom bmakms( and rnsllhosless sarvice dmty

airport

availablo at sugh

@l.um:ansa

e

Lal Villago AAA Trave
I;w tiac EAA Travel
Farmington AAA Travel

and
are Tuosdays on! InJanuaryand March, Other departure dates are
higher prices. Book now to got the date you want,

Blmingham AAA Travel 275 S. Hunter Bivd, 43382
Ra:hqmur AAA Trave) %m E. Long Lakn 4

m’%s N. oaldnnd
oncy 3133 W. 12 Mils Road  553-3700

@ TRAVEL
g RILUIG
You can't do better thanall As.

Road  876-2030
id Fload 443-8089
2600

Orson  Welles' volce rang out
through the Vamner Studio Theater
at Oakland Unlversity, “Ladles and
gentlemen, we lnlerrupl this broad-
cast ... g from a
transistor rnalo, bhardly something
used to hear 2 1938 spoof.

Actors In the OU Ceater for the
Arls “Little Shop of Horrors"
launched lnlo the opening number
“‘Downtown,” the scene
into focus as 1961, with vunb. lut.b~
er-coated nmlm:ycla {anatics and
bag ladles, It was not 1938,

This bizarre musical by Howard
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10 a national festival at the John F,
Kennedy Center for the Performing

T. ANDREW ASHTON kas given
the production tight direction and
cuﬁug. But It i3 Christopher

lsztyn's remake of the Mary Copen-
hngen ulgn of Audrey IT that
roduction unique. The
green monsur begins as a potted
plant but grows with each scene
change until it is several times larg.
er than a human belng. Puppeteer
Rick Carver's work gives the giant
1ife, reacting to the lines of the ac-
tors.

Crystal (Kathy Spry), Chlffon
(Sheri Nahu) and Roanette (Da;

Briggs) are the Andrews Sisters loo-
kalikes who give the show cootinnity
and bumor, In this case the vnleu

wxeu
to vary his voice Intonation but con-
trols that action with his domisant
acting. Michael Chowning 2s Sey-
mour is sometimes 50 serjous that
we wonder how the show will end
His interpretation does provide . a
sense of drama.,

Carrie Bickner !5 a Marilyn Mon-
roc replica with her actions and
speaking. Markest Tate's volce as
Audrey II Is pot easily understood at
mumomerumuuulmlmd.

Good casting and strong direction
makes this OU production entertain-
ing, but the puppet makes it lpedll.

Mary Jane Doerr of Bloomlwld
Hdl.u isa fuu-hmehouuher and
ter

J wril
in opera and musical theater.

Thanksgiving Day
Celebrate the Tradition of Thanksgiving at Machus Red Fox
12noon - 7:30PM
Featuring a complete dinner.

Adults ¥15,95  Children '8.50
Included: pumpkin pie and beverage

reservations

626-4200
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It's The “International” Event of the Year.
This New Year's Eve, raise a loast to your bome
country at Sonthfield’s Embassy. .
It’s Metro-Detroit’s preeminent New Year's rendez-
vous. At Embassy Suites Hotel® Detroit-Southfield.

Prinely

AMERICAS
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You are imited to e\pamw a spectacular
multi-projection, panorama screen, bim
and szatwhonlc ‘music/sound presentation.

YOU ARE WELOOME TO EXPLORE THE TRALS OF
FREEDOM FRIDAY EVENING AT 8, NOVEMBER 11, 1988,
N THE SANCTUARY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST GIIURCH,
DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAN, WILLITS ROAD AT BATES, 6440550,
THES 18 HE DT N A SEOES OF FRER MBLC ONERTSUCURES, FOR ALL
RESIDENTS OF BIRVINGHAM AND NDGHBORING COMMUNITIER, MADE POSSRLE
BY TNIE COURTESY OF THE ROGERT . CRITCHITELD MEMORIAL OONCERT LECTURE RN

Our New Year's package will include a luxurious
two-room suite, managers cocktail reception from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., late check-out time, and a
made to order breakfast in the morning.

The evening’s festivities will feature a cock-
tail and hors d'oeuver reception to please the
worldly palate, and a gala five course meal
served in a grand dining fashion. Plus an open
bar and champagne toast at midnight.

Entertainment to be provided by a live band
in our ballroom, plus; Disc Jockeys in our
lounge and atrium area. Also, special floor

*show to be performed by the internationaily
known magic act, The Diamond Slsters
P

ALL FOR JUST $25 B

Please inquire about our space available for private parties.

Makeyour reservations now for Embassy’s New
Year'sextravaganza. You won't want tospend the Eve

anywbereelse,
EMBASSY
QUITES
HOTEL

Festivities from 8:30 pm to 1:30 am
28100 Franklin Road « Southfield » 350-2000




