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HE came on board three
weeks before Electlon
Day.

But things just now are
settling down for Farmington
Hills' new deputy clerk, Sandy
Gadd, chosen by city clerk Kathy
Dornan from 75 applicants.
Former Oak Park deputy clerk
for slx years, Gadd wanted to
come to Farmington Hills to
cxpand her responsibliities in a
larger city. “She was familiar
already with punch-card elections
and computer equipment — that
was a plus,” said Dornan, deputy
clerk until her promotion in

August,

Gadd's job will be both
administrative and clerieal. She'il
handle everythlug from employee
relations to vehicle inventory,
Dornan sald.

Certified two ycars 2go, Gadd
was the first deputy clerk in
‘Michigan admitted to the
International Institute of
Municipal Clerks’ Academy for
Advanced Education, which

Monday, November 21, 1988

By.mn Varga
and Jeff Counts
statf writera

When “Steve” was hanging around the West
Bloomfleld two-story colonial home where he
lived In & reated room, he was a *'plensant Jooking
guy" who would play Frisbee with his landlady’s
dog, said & neighbor, .

‘The same man, Steven Allen Szeman Jr., 25,
was charged by the Gakland County prosecutor’s
offlce on Friday with raping eight women In Oak-
1and County from April 1987 to March 1986,

He Is being held in a Cleveland area jail where
he faces trial In connection with a Nov. 10 rape
there. Authoritles zald they expect Szeman to be
returned to Michigan by Jan. 1 to face 36 charges
of sexual assault and 10 charges of robbery result.
ing from attacks on 10 womes.

Steman had & glrlfriend, whom be was involved
with for four years — during the time of the Oak-
land County rapes, according to police.

Szeman told officlals he was attracted by his

Farmington, Michigan

victims' “body language,” accordiog to L. Brooks
Patterson, county prosecutor. “As far as I'm con-
cerned (that's) a crock because a 13-year-old girl
does not exude a body language.”

THE VICTIMS RANGED in age from that teea-
ager to A 61-year-0ld. Szeman told authorities he
selected the women at random and stalked them.

“He was a good looking guy who dida't look Llke
ho needed to do that," said the neighbor who de-
clined to be Identified. :

“I met him twice, and after that he would wave
tome,” she sald,

She sald he came over once to ask If he could
use the driveway to park his car and agals to try
selling an Amway water softeer.

“The street is real narrow and hard to park
cars on it,” she sald, “They had a lot of cars In the
driveway where he was living and there wasa't
room."

“He scemed real nice and pleasant,” she sald,
“T just couldn't believe it when the police came
around asklog questions about hlm. I just never
assoclated him with the Oakland County raplst.
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“He'd wave at me. There was nothing threaten-
Ing or forward about him,"” she sald.

He told us he would be In the nefghborhood for
six months and then go back to Ohlo, she said.

e sald she was never {righteaed of htm. “He
was the type of person I would have let in to use
the phone,” she sald.

But apari from the two times they met, the
woman said Szeman didn’t make himself well

known in the nelghborhood.
THE WARRANTS ISSUED charge Szeman In
three sexual assaults in Bloomfield Township,
, two

three In F

and one In Independence Township. In each rape
case, there were several counts of criminal sexual
conduct.

Szeman was also charged with robbing or
trying to rob elght of the nine women who were
sexually assaulted. He [s also charged with rob-
bing a 10th woman, a West Bloomtfield resident,
‘who fought off an attack.

Rape suspect ‘pleasant guy’

Please turn to Page 4

rape suspect

Crime

group
clicked

By Joanns Mallszewsk]
statf writer

provides ad
opportunities,

“I've been so busy with
elections, I baven't had time to
catch my breath,” Gadd said
Tuesday. “Everyone has been

nico”

rea
The Detrolt resident and her
husband, Don, have two children.

Memory lane

25 years ago:

Plans are belng made for
public open houses at the new.
City of Farmington Municlpal
Building on Liberty the first
weekend In December, city

Ident!fying a man charged in the
rape of an Ohfo woman as the prime
suspect ln 12 sexual assaults in Oak-
land County since April 1987 has
apelled success for a year-old police
task force representing the local
communilies,

““This Is the first time a task force

instrumental
the unsuccessful

5 force of the mids"
70s.
Dwyer Team work and

manager John Dinan
On Nov. 18, Farmington Public
Schools vaters will decide on a $5
million bond {asua for new school
construction and two separate
operating millago proposals
asking for $5 per $1,000 of state
equalized valuation.
— Farminpton Enterprise,
Nov. 14,1983

adept were key in
{dentifying the Ohlo man, Steve
Szeman, 25, formerly of Weat
Bloomfleld Township, as the prime
suspect In 12 rapes and three at-
tempted rapes linked to Oakland
County’s scrial rapist, who struck be-
tween April 1987 and March 1988,
Patterson said.

communications and rela-
tionships with police authoritles in
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Let’s truly be thankful

Take politics out of mayor vote, Hills told

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
atatt writer

Former Farmington Hills charter commls.
stoner Richard Franke! is urging the city coua:

“] hope you finally reach a polnt where you
wouldn't make a Issue or a political
Issue . . . Frankel sald, referring to the may-
or and mayor pro tem's election.

the council unanimously

<il to avold making Its annual a
political battle.

“No one has ever asked me 30 I thought I'd
say a few things,” said Frankel, one of nine
commistioners who drafted the city's charter
more than 15 years ago,

Franke! spoke to the Farmington Hllls City
Counell council 1ast week as members planned
for the annual reorganization and election of
mayor and mayor pro tem tonight at 7:30,

elects the mayor pro tem as mayor. Generally,
it’s the election of mayor pro tem that Is con-
tentious and often political. Mayor pro tem
Terry Sever i3 expected to take over the relns
of Ir:‘ldenhll p from outgolng Mayor Jody Soro-
pen Jan. 1.

Franke) reminded the council that the origle
nal {ntent behind the city charter was to have a
city led by a strong city manager and the city

- Young hero!

Boy saves niece from house fire

councl] serving as a Jegislative body. The posl-
tlons of mayor and mayor pro tem “ceremont~
al and honorary. Sometimes, it's been true and
sometimes it hasn't,” Frankel sald.

SOME COUNCIL members Monday were
batting words at each other about the antlcl-
pated elections.

‘The only contenders for the mayor pro tem
post are councilwoman Jezn Fox and council-
man Aldo Vagnozzi, Vagnozd! sald, adding he
Is, however, not a candidate. Other council
members, Marks, Joe Alkateeb, Sever and
Soronen have served In that post.

But Alkateeb appeared Irritated by Vagnoz-
xi's comments. “Why did you decide the only
possible contenders for the office of mayor pro
tem are Mra. Fox and you?” He suggested oth-
ers should also be consldered for the post,

Sever answered any questions about mermn-
ber Jan Dolan, newly elected to the state
House, 69th District, participating in the coun.
cil's annual reorganization. “I have no problem
with that. Her decislon Is based on the past, not
ha future,” he said.

‘The counci] will replace Dolan Monday, Dec.
12. Dolan will resign following the council's
last meeting of the year, Monday, Dec. 19,

-It's worth a $2.00
on the next classllied
advertisement you place In
your homatown newspaper.

1ife,” Bersche said. “We would have  Ome-
had a significant problem even find-
ing her because of the smoke and -

heat buildup.”

In her 15-year-old uncle Arthurs
room when he smelled smoke while
. watching television about 7:40 p.m.

1d Tiffanle was asleep

When the teemager opened the
door to an adjacent bedroom and
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Hoiiday hours set

Several closings are scheduled in Friday wiil be collected Saturday
observance of Thanksgiving Thurs- this week only.

day, Nov. 24, collection in Farmington
East F cuynn.u,ub umym% '%thmtmm Comny
e 4 unity Li-
p::u is uﬁﬁ'%?ﬂnfﬁ trict Court and the Farmington- will be closed Thursday. 1t
will | b6 | Jife of hls 1.year-old nlece when a . . . he grabbed the baby, crawled to o Hills Chamber of will be open as wal from 10 a0
mattress flrd broke out In an op, the stairs and while kind of stooped e The Famington, OF. ~Toe 11, Posial Service will op
and Alblon Nov, 18 I3 server and all banking institutions erate on a boliday scheduls Thurs-
13, over, carried her down. Ty, Thece will e bo windonr
F Hills : — Sarah Ryan . % » post
Kevin Bersche 3ald he recomended f Bilh
Billy Ryan, 11, for a clvilian citation of son sy
in honor of his lifesaving effort.
“He definitely saved the child's

-
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