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Harrison earns return trip to Dome _
Hawks pound Avondale

.Matt Conley tore through the Avondale do-
fense for a season-high 120 yards and school-
record six touchdowns as the Hawks powered

By Dan O'Meara
,

statf writer

North Farmington can settle another
score with o Walled Lake girls basketball
team Tuesday night when the Railders at-
t;xlnm. to win their first district champion.

ship.

In the final of the Walled Lake Central

tournament at 7:30 p.m., North gets another

. shot at Walled Lake Wu{zm, which beat the

" Ralders in the Western Lakes Activities As-
soclation semifinals two weeks ago.

North, after taking Its first win in four

tries from Central last Thursday, advanced
to the trophy game with a 48-37 victery Sat-

second straight year,

North an early spark, and the Ralders did
in ihe Jast meeting. But the Ralders are on a
roll in the district.

“I've challenged them and they've re-
sponded,” Capling sald. “Whether we win or
not, we got there and the kids have done ev-
erything I've asked of them. I can't ask them
to play any harder.”

CAPLING WAS concerned about West
Bloomlleld’s aggressive dden.se, and sopho-
more guard Amira Danforth, who scored 19
points, caused some problems for North
with her quick hands.

But the Ralders managed overcome the
Lakers with an attacking style of thelr own
combined wl‘!ih another good shooting and
b ding effort.

urday night over West

Western made It an all-WLAA [inal in-
stead of an all-Farmington contest by turn-
Ing back Mercy 38-31 later Saturday.

“Scrawny and serappy — like I said at the
beginning of the year,” sald North coach
Greg Capling after his undersized but persis.

. lent squad turned in another solid game.
““They have a lot of heart, and we'll need all
of it against Western.”

© North, 14.8, played poorly In losing 44-34

Eve Claar scored a game-high 22 points
for North, and guards Kim Gurecki and Deb-
ble Weintraub added eight and seven points,
respeclvely.

“Claar shows a lot of poise for a sopho-
more,” Capling said, “and Welntraub has re-
ally picked us up the last few games, shoot-
ing well and playlng good defense.”

e Raiders took command In the second
quarier and cemenwd thelr position with a
solld third period

o~ WResd
RANDY BORST/8af photographer
past the Rhinos and Into the state final for the

By Jim Toth
staff writer

They scored carly and they
scored often. They moved the ball
with ease on the ground ns well as
through the alr,

H 1t sounds llke total

* 3 More Hawk football, Page 3C

loose and very relaxed,” Herrlng—
ton sald, “They bnvejustbeen tre~
mendous. Nothing fars them.”

With little douht n! which team
would advance, the second half
provided less excltement.

1'he Rhinos held the Hawks to

it was on the part of the Farming-
ton Hills Harrison football team
Saturday In its Class B semifinal
clash with Avendale.

Scoring touchdowns on thelr first
five posscssions of the first half,
the unbeaten Hawks soared to a 35~
0 halftime lead and coasted to a
convincing 42-7 triumph over the
Rhinos un a slippery turf at Filat's
Atwood Stadivm,

The vlcv.ury puts the Hawks, now
12-0, into Saturday’s Class B state
champlonship game Saturday at
the Silverdome.

“WE DON'T REALLY care who
we play,"” answered Hatrison coach
John Herrington in anticipation of
the title game, “We want to win
this time, We were there last year
and lost and we want it to be dlf-
ferent thls time.”

If Saturday's performance was
any indleatlon, the Hawks are well
on their way to capturing thelr
1.111!‘11'1 state champlonship this dec-
ade.

Spearheaded by a school-record,
six-touchdown performance by jun-
{or Matt Conley, the Hawks out-
galned the Rhinos in total offense
362-203, lncludlng a 27549 differ-
cnual in the first balf,

“They (Harrison) were too much
for us” summed up Avondale
coach Rick Brewer after the game.
“They came out crisp and made
some big plays.

“But I'm proud of our players,
they played hard every dawn." con-
tinued Brewer, whose team fin-
Ished with a lx.l ledger overall.
“'We came to play and they came to
play — their plays just worked bet-
ter than ours.”

THE HAWKS wasted little time
getting on the scoreboard as they
took the opening kickoff, and be-
hind junlor uartcrblnk Millard
Coleman, mnrched 59 yards In six
plays for the game's first score.

yards out to
and junior Steve Hill booted the
first of his six extra points for a 7-0
advantage.

Following a fumble recovery by
senlor Scott Nichols at the Avon.
dale 49, Coleman directed his
teammates back into the end zone
four plays later, The key play was
a 39-yard completion from Cole-
man to senior Brian Wauldron, set-
ting up Conley’s six-yard scamper.

‘The Rhines monaged only three
yards on their next possession and
were forced to punt the ball back
to the Hawks,

This tlme Coleman used nine
plays to dircct the offense into the
end zone, Pass completions of nine,
19 and 10 yards were Instrumental
in glving the Hawks a flrst and goal
at the Avondale seven. From there,
Conley darted In for a touchdown
and Hill kicked the PAT as the
Hawks held a 21-0 lead after the
upenlng quarter,

The barrage continued in the
second quarter as Conley galned 43
of the 7: yards In the drive, includ-
ing the fina) slx for a commanding
28-0 advantage.,

THE FINAL score of the half
came with 5:07 remaining when
Conloy plowed In from one yard
out as the Hawks needed nnly 37
and four plays to move 41 yards.

“Our kids came In confident,

that of course com-
!ng from Conley on a 7-yard run,
but managed a score themselves.

Senjor quarterback Jeff Kucem-
ba, who had time but falled to solve’
the Hawks defensive schemes,
hooked up with sophomore Kevin
Woodmore on a 24-yard scoring
toss, Senlor Tom Schott also had a
band in the scoring, tipping th ball
In the alr and into the grasp of
Woodmore.

“WE THREW THE ball a little
better in the second half, but the
sltuations were a little different,
too,” Brewcr sald. “They (Harri-
son) are just a great team on both
sides of the ball.,”

Conley, who shattered Joha Mil-
ler’s mark of {lve touckdowns in
one game, paced the nuhlng attack
wlth 123 yards on 15 carrl

The Rhinos held the eluslve Cole-
man In check on the ground with
only 20 yards on seven carries, but
were victimized by a passing at-
tack that saw the 59, 166-pound
signal-caller complete 8-14 at-
umpu for 139 yards.

“Mlli did a great job for us, but
you also have to give a lot of credit
to the offensive line,"” praised Herr-
ington. “You won't find a better
guard-tackle combizwtlun than Jeff
Skinner and Dale Katz.

As potent as the Hawks were of-
fensively, they were punlshing de-
fenslvely, With only three touch-
downs allowed by the first unit all
season, the Rhinos managed 174
yards passing, but only 29 rushing.

The um:-lwa backfield combina-
tion of Dennis Long and Jervon
Lang that combined lm‘ 2,048 yards
coming into the game was held to
11 yards.
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the same as they did to WLC, fueling thelr
momentum with a late surge and pulling
away to a 20-11 halftime score.

Vikki Seamons, a slight, 5-foot-10 center,
and forward Donna O'Brien cootinued to
crash the boards in the third quarter. All
five starters scored as North extended Its
lead to 36-20.

“The last two weeks of practice we've re-
ally concentraled on boxing out,” Capling
sald. “If we can control the boards, we'll be
in good shape.”

The Lakers, who finished at 13-8, dldn't

shoot well and didn't get many second °

chances,

They were 6-0-23 In the middle quarters
and 13-0f-46 for the game, and West Bloom-
field was often reatting to what North did
instead of dictaling with its defense.

“I don’t think our defense was a problem,”
West Boomfield coach Ronna Greenberg
sald, “We were glving them second and third

to the Warrlors, a team it beat 63-40 earller,

By C.J. Rissk
staff writer

. There were no disappointments —
. that was the nice thing about the
+ Western Lakes Activities Assocla-

tion girls swimming championships

* Friday at Plymouth Salem.

o At least lots of the coaches felt
that way, And thelr teams didn't
even win,

In fact, the meet that was billed as
the tightest In league history ended
In a blowout. Northville :!mp\.v grab.
m&ho title ;m: outstanding swima ok

‘ednesday’s preliminaries,
log a buge cushlon that po other
team could challenge.

The Muostangs won with 282

. polnts, Plymouth Canton held off

- Livonla Churchill to claim second

- with 180 polots. Churchill placed

© third with 182 ard dafending cham.

- pion North Farmington was fourth

- with 147,

Farmington was filth (139), fol-

4

b

Inwed by Plymouth Salem (121),

Livonla Stevenson (no), Westland
John Glean (48), Farmington Harrl-
son {26), Walled Lake Central (ll).
Walled Lake Western (eight) and
Livonia Frank!ln (two),

“NORTHVILLE SHOULD win It
by about 60 polots,” sald Canton
coach Hooker Wellman - before
the diving, the fifth of the meet's
11 events. "rhay gambled in l cou-
ple of plmu
through for them. They’ve got a xu.l

team”

stron
‘The Mustangs® success was hardly
unexpected, Wellman gald be wasn't
surprised. Nelther was North's Pat
Duthle,
*T would bave sald a year ago
¢

Claar had 12 first-holf points, giving

Northville was the team to beat,” he
said, *"They were good then and bad
Just about everyone coming back. 1
Just thought It would be Northville
all the way."

But just because the Mustangs
won handily doesn't mean the
chasers were disappointed, *T don't
know of anyone who wasn't plened
with their swims” sald Salem's
Chuck Olson.

‘There were some good swims, cer-
talnly, but It wasn't up to past WLAA
meet standards, For one thing, not a
single meet record was broken.

But state quallfying standards
were bettered by at least three com-
petitors 10 events.
In the 200-yard medley relay, all six
m qualified for the Class A swim

AUDRA MARTIN w:

aln the
meet's outstanding lndlvhhm Kerry
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»

shols.
“In the first quarter, we probably spent

N’ville takes crown
from N. Farmington

five minutes on defense. We didn't score
when we had to.

“T eredit them. They outhustled us, beat us
to the boards and deserved to win. That's the
bottom line.”

MERCY ALSOQ fell victim to poor shoot-
ing. The Marlins wanted o press the taller,
slower Warriors, but they dido't have
enough oppnrtunlllu to do s0,

“If you don't score, you can't get Into your
full-court game where you want to take ad-
vantage of them,” Mercy coach ker
sald after wav.chlng his team go 11-0f-48
{rom the floor.

*“If you don’t score, you don't get the dead
ball. Without the score, you can’t set up the
tra|

lgnker was still pleased with his tcam's
defensive effort, which kept the Marlins
close until late in the game.

Alter falllng behind at the start of the sec-
ond period, Mercy stayed within nine points
— a margin small enough that a team could
make up the difference with a surge.

But, desplte the 29-22 score at the end of
the third, the teams seemed miles apart giv-
en Mercy 's inabllity to score.

Joanne Stephens was 6-0f-83 shooting free
throws and the only Marlin In double figures

‘North aims for district championship

with 12 polnts. Pam Thompson added seven
and Jenny Clinton slx.

Western, 12-9, went ahead in the second
quarter when Michelle Hall, a 6-foot-3 cen-
ter, started throwing in turnaround jumn;
and scored seven of her game-high 18 points.

“She's a phenomenal athlete,” Baker said.
“By virtue of not belng able to stay In the
full-court game as much as we would have
liked, she got to get up down on the block.”

While the Marlins missed 12 straight shots
and were 1-0f-16 from the floor in the mule.
Western pulled ahead 38-24 when Hall
scored seven of her team's nine unansw.

polnts,

Mercy free throws and Thompson's triple
cloud the gap In the final minutes.

The defeat marked the first time zloce
1979 the Marlins, 9-13, will not have won a
district title,

“We pnt a high premium on this team
winning a district, because we felt it was
capahte ** Baker sald. “I don't think it will
mar the Mercy tradition, because I'm confie
dent we'll turn out dominating teams in th o
future,

“We had a never-say-dic team this year;’
but we were never able to dominate any-
body this year.” :

MWW
Doran watches the scoreboard for her style relay team, holplng the Raiders uknmm
time atter complating a race. Doran was sec- place.
ond [n two events and was on the winning free-
v
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