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.AS PEOPLE, we doo't always do  Some of us are beeomlng more Krupka who i3 with Community Res-  venlence is to hear loud nolse from  eryone in a group home for $60. -
ourselves proud. honest with our protests. We flat out idential Services of the Ypailanti Re-  the group home or to be hustled for a “You can call us up and we'll tell ;-

Our intolerance, our fear of people  say we don't want “those kind of glonal Paychiatric Hospital. clgaretie, he sald, The goal for most  you that Joe W. likes rock 'n roll and

who are “different” and the ugly side
of our nature is seldom better dis-
played than when a group home
moves {nto a nefghborhood.

The cries of protest are predicta.
ble, We are concerned for our safety,
we say, We are concerned for our
property values.

When such pleas scem cold and
self-serving, a b tical concern
for the residents of the group home
is volced, They will be too close to
busy roads, we say if a city bome Is

proposed. They will be too far from
hosplms and other services, we say
if a rural home s proposed.

people” in our nelghborhood, The
targets of these protests have often
been . the mentally retarded who
were the first to use group homes in
large numbers, But no one Is im-
mune. In several affluent Oakland
County communities it is now a sin
to be old, We actually say, “We don't
want our children to bave to live
near old people.”

WE'VE SAID IT in Birmingbam,
Bloomfleld Township and West
Bloom(leld Township, to name three
places,

You can imagine how we react

when we learn that our oew nelgh-
bors are going io be former patients
of a hospital for the mentally i1t
Even people with goed intentions
have marred the knage of the men-
tally {ll. When group homes for the
retarded were flrst proposed, advo-
cates sometimes soothed us by say-
ing, “They are just retarded, they
nrcn't mentally 11" recalls Red

Desplte initial misgivings, many
of us learn to accept if not embrace
group homes as neighbors, he saya.
That’s partially because the fears
are far more imagined than real,
we don't warm up to group homes,
we usually are not bothered by them
cither, Krupka says

*“Nothing sc:iuu has happened,"
be said. “T don't want to say that
sometimes people doa't get slck and
have to return to the hospital. We've
called police a couple of times, but
there have been no neighborhood in-
jurles, no property damage.””

USUALLY, OUR WORST Iincon-

of the group bome ents is to as-
similate to varjous degrees Into the
communlty.

Krupka was on the phone recently
asking for some help. The adult res!-
dents of these homes aren't often
able to enjoy bappy holldayl 'nze
Community Rsldenuu Services
trying to remedy that by bhlnln
two gifts each lur the 1!0 10 200 cli-
ents they serve In group homes in
many suburban communities includ.
Ing “Southfield, Farmington, Novi
and Royal Oak.

‘They are asking people to apend
aboul $10 a gift. Or people or organ-
izations could supply a glft for ev-

you might Luy him a record,” sald
Kruy)

Krupka works In Pontlac. You can
call him at 452-8968, Andrea Weber-
min will take the call If he's pot in.

They will gladly accept contribu-;

tions and buy the gifts themselves,

But it seems to me that It is much
more in keeping with the holidays to
buy the gift y

It will make someone happy be-
cause, after all, people in group
homes liketo get presents just lke
you and

Mﬂybe they are not so different '
ter all.

Inner suburbs must
work to save future

THANKSGIVING s one remnant
of a lifestyle soon to pass with the
turning of this century, Although we
moon over how it used to be, fami-
lles are changlng.

Ealing together has become a rar-
ity. Seelng one tuwlbct has even be-
come a rare experien

Too bad? ProbabIL But for blucr
reasons than are readily eviden

You see, many times we u-enl our

In the same
way we treat our families,

Rarely do we see communities
combinlng to solve a problem. More
often we see them (ighting one an-
other. Everybody sullers.

I we, as communities, don't help
each other, we are In big trouble. A:
this last election shows, W:
sure Isn't golng to do anything. Ncl-
ther Michael Dukakls or George
Bush has an inkling of what to do to
thelp solve the problems of middie
America,

Washington is a monster, consum-
ing itself with debt beyond imagina-
tlon and spectal interest greed which
has a bottomless appetite.

1t bas become a club composed of
persons, nearly all wealthy, who are
financed by special Interest groups

Worse yet, they waste onr moncy
“defendlng” us agalnst the Soviet
Unlon and Manucl Norlega.

But those of us living outside the
beltwdy know the real enemles are
the drugs runners, racial and eco-
nomle diserimination and continuing
explojtation by developers of our
most precious resource — the com-
munitles in which we live.

That's right, your community, at
least if you are in earshot of this
newspaper’'s circulatlon area.

YOU MAY not have noticed, but
the inner ring of suburbs, which once
thrived at the expense of Detroit. are
themselves beginning to hurt,

The developers are nearly done
with us. Like roving paladins, they
are moving on to greener pastures

cluster housing.

Todny, communities like Clarks-
ton, Lake Orlon, Oxford and Holly
are “the” communities in which to

move.

The inner ring is belng left behind
— by retallers and homeowners,
alike, Certainly, in this time of pros-
perlty It Is dlificult to sce. But look
beyond the haze to Novi's retall
boom and the Oakland Technology
Park. That's where the jobs are and
that's where the housing s being
bullt.

For the Inner ring, it has become
suburb agalnst suburb, And oow, like
famllles, we must work together. We
can no longer run from the problems
which have haunted this

Why does good teacher
get problem students?

Q: My daughter Is In the fourth
grade with an oulstanding teacher.
My daughter has no classroom
havior problem but there scems to

a predominance of children in the
class who have had problems in ear-
ler grades. Why docs thls excellent
teacher tend to have most of the
problem students?

A: Probably because the adminis.
tration knows that the teacher s an
excellent teacher and probably the
teacher doesn't complain, which can
lead the administrator to place prob-

This is unfortunate. 1f there are lm-
pulse-ridden, acting-out children in
the fourth grade In one bulldlng they
should be distributed among all
fourth grade teachers.

1 have known one teacher who

lem children into her

gered the 30

to keep kids out of her

er that complaips the least and gets
an overload of behavior problems
can eventually become bitter, be-
come a saint or burn out.

The answers provided
the opinions of Dr. James Doyle
and not the Troy School District.
Questions for this column should
sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Cbserv-
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251.
Schooleraft, Livonia, Mt.mso

tan area for s many years.

The inner ring of suburbs s rapid-
ly becoming the core of the metro-
politan area, It suffers from all the
problems of the core area, AS ¢co-
nomic opportunity decreases, crime
is inereasing. Drugs are becoming a
way of llfe. Violence Is a real fear
among many residents.

1t is time for us to open our arms
and to work at rebullding the core,
whether that core be Detroit, South-
field, Blrmingham, Livonia or Red-

which on]y have their special lnter-  which they enjoy so much in turning  ford Township,
estsinml into shopping malls, subdivisions and 1t's the famlly thing to do.
LRI RAAXHE TRK

Blirmingham
239 Pierce

647-2888
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Come See our Decorated
Silk Tree
« Unusual Ornaments
+ Holiday Gifts » Corporate Gifts

ONE WEEK ONLY SPECIAL SALE

Small Floral Bou quets in Ceramic Vases

Reg.1s NOW *10  thru Nov. 30

Southfield
Franklin Shopplng Plaza
357-2020

D 1988 GORMANS.

CRYSIAL
FOR

THC B
HOLDAYS

ROSE VASE
BY BACCARAT OF FRANCE
5150 9* high (13" high *320.00.}

GORIRTS

INNER CIRCLE

Cemplmontary Gift wianyng

Soutthfield: Tetegroph af 12 Mlle * Phone 3539880

keeping up with government

Looking for Information about
state government? The League of
Women Voters bas a toll-free tele.
phone service (1-800-292-5823) that
may be helpful.

Center in Lansing offers to help peo-
ple find out about such things as
pending legislation, the state consti-
tution, election laws, voting regula-

tions or tax Information.

The league's Citizen

‘The is d from

10:30 am. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
The telephone service is pdd for
by the league’s education fund. The
League of Women Voters s a noa-
profit organization that works to
keep voters Interested and informed:
about governmental issves.

Sesame Street's Gordon mixes a
special blend of entertainment and
educational fun with songs, games,
dances, and more. An autographed
picture for every child!

Gordon

of Sesame Street

live
Saturday, November 26
11 amand 2 pm

Sunday, November 27,
1pmand 3pm

Fountain Court

For more information, call the Fairlane Informniion Center at 593-3330:

HUDSON'S, LORD & TAVIOR, Jdnmzv.swzs SAKS FiFTH AVENUE
PLUS OVER 200 SFORES AND SERVICES AND 10 THEATERS
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