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‘Mr. Dickens’

Birmingham Theatre.

“Mr. Dickens” for a reading of Chasles Dickens' hollday
classic, “A Christmas Caral,” at 1.30 p.m. Monday at the

scholar, will appear as

is
the University of Michigan and hnsl of the 10-part TV se-
ries “The chkenn Wovld." Tll:koll at $5 for adults, $3.50 for

}{ of English at

mlnghnm Thealre at 844-3533 or any Ticketmaster outlel.

by calling the Bir-
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Music and film shorts
lead to feature movie

By Anno Y. Moyors
special writer

RAINING AND SCHOOL-

ING are important, sald

Los Angeles-based film di-

rector Jimmy Lifton, but

hands-on experience Is the best way
to Jearn.

“Real knowledge comes from get-
ting your hands-on experience and
doing the work,” Liften sald, from
the Mt. Ciemens offtce of Orphan
Inc., a record and film productlon
company.

l.lllans schooling trall led him
from Southfietd High School to the
Berklee College of Muslc in Boston,
to the Toronto Conservatory of Mu-
sle and then to the UCLA Fllm
School. Lifton began his career with
music video and short films,

“We started with low-budget mu-
sic videos,” he sald. “No one made
any money, but we actually did
things.”

First of these projects for Lifton
was a music video on which he was
producer, director and star, Al-
though It was a low-budget project,
It was nominated for Best Independ-
cnt Production by Blllboard maga-
zine,

“f graduated out of muslc video,”
sald Lifton of his jump into film. “1

started dlrecting, Then into commer-
cials and then into film shorts, It was
a natural growth Into movies.”

LIFTON'S LATEST project i3 a
teen thriller called “Innocent
Blood,” to be filmed in Hollywood.

“The movle centers on three teen-
age girls and an antique mirror give
en o one of the girls by her parents,”
he sald. “Unbeknownst to the
the mirror holds captlve a spirit who
grants the glrls’ wishes,

“The film is based on an old story
called ‘The Monkey's Paw.’ It is In
the horror genre, more like ‘Carrie*
or ‘Rosemary's Baby.! It's not &
suspense thriller.”

The script was custom adapted for
Qrphan Eyes, the movie division of
Orphan Inc., by sisters Annette and
Gina Casconu of New York, Orphan
Records wiil release a soundtrack
concurrently wlith the release of the

film.

Lifton said the storyline is good,
and they already have had a book of-
fer on it. Distributlon offers also are
comlng In for the film.

He ciles several sponsors for the
film. These include Pepsl Cola, Coty,
Honda, Toshlba, Levl Strauss, Evian
Water, Ray Ban Sunglasses and
Shasta Pop.

Actors in the production include a

‘The tilm i based on
an old story called
“The Monkey’s Paw.” it
is in the horror genre,
more like “Carrie” or
“Rosemary’s Baby." '
— Jimmy Lifton

wlde variety of d and in-
experienced talent. Among local per-
formers appearing in small roles in
the film are James Earl Baker of
Detroft and Scott Campbell of
Harper Woods,

Lifton is pleased with the cast.
“Zelda Rub!nsuln, the psychic from
the ‘Poltergelst’ movies Is in ‘Inno-
cent Blood,’ " be sald. “Allce Carter
who was [n “Young Guns' and Alexis
Arquette {(brother of actress Rosan-

na will star,

“WE WILL START shooting 2t the
beginalng of January for 2! dlyl It
will be completed by spring.

Lifton divides hl: lee 70/;0 be-
tween Los Angeles and Mt. Clemens,
working on projects for Orpban.

Next step for Orphan Eyes is a
five-movie package that is in the
works now, Lifton said two of the
five fitms will be shot in Detroit, the
flrst one beginning this spring.

. Dzudlme[or the Upcoming cal-
‘endar {2 one week ahead of publi.
xation, items must be received by
‘Thursday to be considered for
‘publication the following Thurs.
day. Send to: Ethel Simmons, En-
tertainment Editor, the Observer
& Eccentric, 36251 t

slon; $4 for senior citizens, students
and chlldren, and $3 for OU students.
For details, call the Cenler for the
Arts box office at 370-3013.

© HOLIDAY REVUE
A new holiday musical revue ls

Road, Livonia 48150.

® ANNUAL SHOW
. Meadow Brook Estate, the Oake
land University commercial musle
program ensemble, will pn:ent fts
annual hollday show T

lor
December for the Novi Hilton's Bcd
& Eroadwuy heater package. TAP
Ltd. (Theatre Arts Productions), of
Farmington Hills, will be perform-
ing this fnmlly-orlunt:d revue in the
Novi Hilton's Dinner/Theatre for-
mat. The show also includes TAP

Sun-
day, Dec, 14, “It's a Small World
+ . After All” comblnes the dreams.
and fantasy of Disney and Broadway
with the hope and love of the holiday
fcason. The show will be directed by
Michael Naylor of the Department
of Musle, Theatre and Dance. Per-
formances will be at 8 p.m. Dec. 2-3
and 3 and 8 pm. . 4 in Vamer
Recltal Hall on campus in Rochester
Hilts. Tickets are $8 general admis-

celebrl.
tlesas they mlghl 1ing some favorite
hollday tuncs along with the stand-
ards, a sing-along section and a ver.
sion of “Name That Tune.” For more
informatlon and reservations, call
the Novi Hilton at 348-4000 or TAP
Ltd, at 683-1827. Two shows will be
presented, at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m., Dec.
3,10 and 17,
® SUNDAY SERIES

The free Sundav concert series

from 2-4 p.m. in the Center Court at
Somerset Mall in Troy continues
with Decmber entertalnment: Dec. 4
— Onila Sanders, harpist; Dec. 11 —
Phil Marcus Esser, batladeer; Dec,
18 — Jim Perkins and Ann Larson,
Christmas Past and Present.

©® CRANBROOK TABLES
Jewels, angels, miniatures and
rsonal accoutrement whl adorn
varletics of tables to be set by area
notables for the annual “Holiday Ta-
hlcs 1988" celebration Friday-Sun-
y. Dec. 24, at Cranbrook House in
Blwmﬂold Hlits. Hours for the event
arc 10 am, to 4 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day, Dec. 2-3, and noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 4. Tickets are $5 in ade
vance, $6 at the door. For Informa-
tlon or reservatlons, call 645-3149,
All procceds benefit the Cranbrook
House preservation fund.

® SATURDAY SHOWS
Somerset Mall in Troy has
planned Saturday hollday perfor-

]EWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

with TEDD E. BEAR PRODUCTIONS

Staring Danny Gurwin ® Directed by Edgar A. Guest I}
OPENING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1988 — 2:00 PM.

MAPLE/DRAKE BUILDING

presents.

KOSHER LUNCHEON THEATRE: $850
tincludes lunch and show)

December 18 — 2:00 pm, Only $500
S X am. . RESERVATIONS 661-1000
Sunday,January 22— 200RM. pop ek information and reservations,
: A Nancy Gurwin Production call Nancy Gurwin at 3540545
: oryy o
g/m ,
A \1‘ Pearl’s
‘ Garden

Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons » Dinners « Carry Out Orders

: Szechuan and Mandarin

Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 FM
Sat. 12-11 PM-Sunday 12-10PM

Serving the Finest in

489 S. Woodward Birmingham
0f)  644-2913 /@6

mances: Dec. 3 — “The Night Before
Christmas,” presented by the Stor
ybuilders at 1 p.m.; Dec. 10 —
“Scheer Magic,” by Doug Scheer as
Jingle the EIf, two shows at 12:30
and 3:30 p.m., and Dee. 17 — “Toy-
land Caper,” presented by Hip
Squeak Puppets, four shows at noon
and 1, 3 and 4 p.m. These arc open to
the publlc at no charge in the Center
Court of the mall.

@ 'DINING ROOM'
Oakland Community College, Ore-
hard Rldge Campus, presents its fall

admission and $4 for sepiors and stu-
dents. Group rates are

L) ‘WONDROUS CHRISTMAS'
at Mead-

® AT FOLK'I’OWN
presents

ow Bmk Hlll” Wednesdl
Nov. 30, at Oakland University In

lwu Milchlgan Ial.k :nmrulnem Joel
Mabus and Ray Kamalay, at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dee. 3, at the Southficld
Civic Center. Both Lansing-based
musiclans have achieved renown
locally and nationally, They offer
hot swing, couniry blues and just
about everything in between, singing
and playing gultar, (lddlz, banjo, and
mandotin. Admission s $8. For fur-
ther call 855-9848.

and student p
of “The Dining Room,” a comedy by
A. R. Gurney, Jr., at 8 p.m. Fridays-
Saturdays, Dee. 23, 9-10, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 4, at Smith Theatre on
campus in Farmington Hills, For
reservations and ticket

@ FOR CHILDHEN

The Community House in Bir-
mingham will hald its annual hollday
afternoon for children and parents at

phone the theater at 471-7700. Tick-
ets for evening performances are $8
general admission, and $6 for sen-
lars and students. For the matince
performance, Lickets are $8 general

Autlentic Seaan Cuesine

24366 GRAND RIVER

Mon. » Thors 11
Eaturdsy 1 pevMxdnight s Sundar 2 pev

3 Blocks W. of Teltnﬂph) ©537-1450
Serving Roars:

a1 proc¥is 31 ambidught

This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

R

Fu
Mexican
Dinner
BUY ONE - GET ONE
% PRICE
e e el rets

value 1t farcha

FROM REGULAR MENU

%INE 1N ONLY
ou:

(_--...---...---.

. Available Friday, Sat utday and Smday nights
outsta

* Indoor swimming pool and satma
* 20" Hilton Money” to spend for refreshments and/or dinner
at Hurley’s, Charley's Crab and/or The Wicker Works Restaurant
24-hour achance reson ations required”

JCNORTHFELD HILTON

5500 Crooks Road, Troy, MI 48098
(313) 879-2100

aurants. kvely lourge

ofte

1 pm. Dec. 8.
ment will include a holiday family
Jass] Cr d

gh
Sunday, Dec. 11. Thirty-six florists
and display artists from 21 cities
will transform this auto baron man-
sion into a bollday fantasy. Public
tour bours are 10 a.m. to ¢ p.m. Nov.
30 and Monday-Friday, Dec. $-9, and
from 10 am. to § p.in. Thursday-
Sunday, Dec. 14, and Saturday-Sune
day, Dee. 10-11. Adult admission is
$8 weekdays, $8 Saturday and Sun-
day. Sealor citizens 65 and over are
$5 all dnys. Students under 18 and
QU affiliates are $4 all days. Group
rate is $5 each for reservations of 20
or more. For further information,
call 370-3140. -

[ ] IEHHISTMAS CONOER‘I’

classic p
Productions. “The Not So Grimm
Brothers and Thelr Slster’” begins at
1 p.m. Following the performance
will be a visit with Santa who will
have a treat for everyone. Children
under 5 years of age must be accom-
panled by an adult. Tickets at §3
may be purchased in the Program
Dcparunent at the Community
House. For further call

nls pmeuh its ninth annual QrLu

“The Very Best Time
ol Yur. at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Dec. 9-10, at the Harrison High
School And.ltorlum in F

* Hills. Tickets

y be purchzsed at
the door for 8350 for ldulu and
$2.50 for senior citirens and stu-

dents. For further information, con- .

644-5832.
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our Cache restaurant.

great price of *49.00.

with other

WONDERFUL
EVENING
FOR TWO

$49%
A luxurious room for two. Exciting surroundings — fun
fitness center and indoor pool. Superb dining and
And in the moming — Free breakfast of your choice in

A wonderful evening for two —

Specify “Evening For Two” package when making
reservations. Valid Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Not

Just for you for the

d rate. Price per room,

per night up to two people per room. A Hmited number
of rooms are available for this promotion.

RAMADA HOTEL
DETROIT-SOUTHFIELD

28225 TELEGRAPH RD. (313) 355-2929
Worldwide Reservations 1-800-272-6232




