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11,000 reasons
make safety
the 1st lesson

By Casey Hans
staff writer

ARMINGTON transportation
officlals have learned thelr
fesson when it comes to
school bus safety,

Whether It's Installing “banara"
mirrors to alleviate blind spots for
drivers, ordering new buses with es-
cape hatches In roofs, adding safety
cages to gasollne tanks or handling
routine maintenance, they focus on
getting the dlstrict’s 11,000 students
to schoot and home safely each day.

“We try and stay ahead of things,”
said the district's purchasing dlrec-
tor, Beverly Hausman, who also
oversees operations ot the district
bus garage. “We get a lot of journals
with Information on safety items.”

Hausman sald she also relles
heavily on supervisors in the trans-
portation department to bring safety
items to her attention.

School bus safely has come to the
forefront in recent years as the na-
tion focused on several major accl-
dents, including a fatal one In Ken.
tucky last summer that involved a
fire on a private school bus.

in Oakland County, there hasn't
been a school bus-related death in
abaut 10 years, according to county
flgures, although there bave been
others across Lhe state.

Michigan State Police records
show there ls an average of flve
deaths per school year lnvolving
school buses. Most Invalve a 5- to 6-
year-old child who drops something
under or near the bus and tries to
retrieveit.

STEVE COULTER, a representa-

tive of Hoekstra Truck Equipment in
Grand Rapids, sells buses to many
school districts In Qakland and
Wayne counties, He belleves Oak-
land County is In the forefront in
looking at safety features for buses.

*“Qakland Counly would have to be
consldered o Jeader in (he state of
Michigan,” he sald. *That's oot to
say the others aren’t safety com-
seious — they are. For many, it's a
matter of money."”

Farmington alleviates potential
problems in this district by taking
precautions, working on staff train-
ing, ordering new safety items on
buses and adding them to the current
fleet when possible.

For cxample, nine new buses were
just ordered for the 1999-90 school
year, which wlll have seat covers
with a fiberglass backing for better
fire protection, and hatches in bus
rools, which should help ventilate
and can be used for emergency es-

capes.

A newly ordercd bus for students
with orthopedic handlcaps will face
wheelchalrs forward — something
Hausman sald she expected to be a
mandate from the state in future
years,

AND THE current flect bas a ra-
dio in every bus. Last year, new “ba-
nana” mirrers were added to eliml.
nate blind spots for drivers, Dr.
Floyd Smith of Oakland Intermedi-
ate Schools sald Farmington was the
ficst district in the county to fully
outflt its buses with these mirrors,
and was the test district for a mirror
program,

Hausman admits the Farmington
district Is fortunate to have the mon-

Ken Luark {left), school bus garage mechanic, and Maten Terry,
vehicle maintenance supervisor, check the operation of an es-

cape hatch. The hatch is

¢y to keep Its buses safe. “The dis-

trict [s very supportive budgetwise,”

she sald. “Anything we can do to

;nn'l‘w our equipment more safe, we
o,

But there are other things belng
done In the Farmington district
which go beyond the budget.

Transportation staffers went
through a half-day of in-service
training [n first afd.

Five to six school bus drivers sit
on a Transportation Safety Commit-
tee that recommends changes in pol.
icy and operations, bascd on drivers’
expericnces on the road.

HAUSMAN SAID she gets about
flve suggestlons per week from thls

AN

inkwell

Inkwell provides news about
Farmington-area primary and
secondary students and educa-
tion issues. The column appears
‘monthly as part of the Observer's
“School Page.” Send news items
to: The School Page, Farmington
Observer, 33203 Grand River,
Farmington 48024, Include a tele-
phone number where a contact
person can be reached during the
day.

® NUMBERS UP

Numbers of elementary students
have increased from 3,873 to 4,877
“almost overnight,” says Farming-
ton's deputy superintendent Michael
Flanagan in the district’s most re-
cent newsletter “Update.”

‘Because of the increases, the dls-
trict is asking voters for §7.3 million
in a speclal election Jan. 31 to bulld
a new clementary school,

‘The election will be a second ¢f-
fort, after a millage electlon which
asked for a new clementary, plus
other bulldlng improvements, was
defeated lQ September,

® SNOW DAYS

Now that winter is here, Farming-
ton school officlals are asking par-
cnts Lo stay tuned to local radio sta.
tions for Information on "snow
days," when school might be called

off.

“Parents and children are request.
ed not to call radlo or TV stations,
the police, or school officlals,” infor-
mation from the district sald.

"You can help by keeping tele-
phone lines open and relying upon
broadcast Information.”

® SHE'S OUTSTANDING
Amlee Cox, a junlor at Farming-

ton Hills Mercy High School, was one

of 350 students from a:mslin 3e

dolph Drickurs’ “"Chlldren the Chal-
fenge” class is being held this fall on
Wednesday mornings at Fairview
Early Chlldhood Center, with co-
Ieaders Suzanne Unger, a school psy-
chologist, and Susan Anker, a school
social worker.

Beginning in January, the Farm-
Ington Publle Schools program will
move to Alameda for a Tuesday
morning class.

® S5INDUCTED
Five Brother Rice High School
students, all of F

volves a scll-evaluatton and plan of
action.

® DONATIONS NOTED

The American Yazakl Corp. has
given the Farmington Publlc Schools
a check for $1,000 In appreciation
for the work the district has done
wlth its Japanese students.

The check was given by Masayuki
Yamamoto, president of the Japa-
nese Soclely of Detroit, and a col-
league from the company.

Also, as in years past, the Ameri.
can Association of University Wom-

Hills, were Inducted into the Nation-
a1 Honor Society, Aquinas Chapter,
Nov, 20.

The students were voled upon by
{he entire faculty and staff of the
Birmingham high school for meeting

ds of sere

Chapter, has donated
$200 to the district in appreciation
for allowlng them to use space to
sl?m books for their annual book
sale.

® COOPERATIVE LEARNING
F are be

high

ng

vice, and

The new membera include Derek
Novara, John Cowan, Andre Har.
gunani, Christna Maas and Scott
Mayotte. They arc part of a group of
87 inducted Nov. 20. They Joln the
63-member chapter at Brother Rice.

® DANCE PLANS

The Student Round Table, a stu-
dent body that represents each of the
three public high schools in Farm.
Ington, Is cyelng plans for a dlstrict-
wide, tri-school damce for next
spring.

The dance would be the Round
Table's big project of the year, and
might possibly be held offslte at
Qakland Community College, or at
another location.

@ MINI-GRANTS

Extra money has been set aside
for schools In Farmington that want
to set up “Elfective Schools™ model

rograms, .
o o {rom the

country chosen to p ¢
1988 National Young Leaders Con-
{erence.

&

The 16-year-old
Farmington Hills
resident was se-
lected a Congres-
stonal Scholar
based on academ-
jc achievement,

‘ leadership and cit-

Cox p‘c\u-l'enl\ly

maintains & 38

grade point aver-

age, Is enrolled in honors courses, is

Involved o school sparts and works
at Bill Knapps Restaurant.

@ PARENT PROGRAM .
A parenting program based on Ru-

superintendent’s olfice, statis at sev-
eral schools have shown an interest,
including Larkshire Elcmeatary,
Wood Creck Elementary, Wooddale
Elementary and Cloverdale Training
Center. Those beginning .the Im-
provement program will receive a
minl-grant as incentive.

“1 am looking forward to adding
more schools to the roster this year,™
sald superintendent Graham Lewis,
MThe is to have every school
pnru:a'plung over the next two

years.

Both Farmington High School and
Gill Elementary School have'bad Ef-
fectlve Schools programs In place
during the past year. The program s
a grass-roots effort started by stafls
internally at the schools, and in-

: d to use a teaching model
that will encourage students to learn
the value of teamwork.

The Cooperative Learning Traln.
Ing Program has been offered to
teachers during the past (wo years
through the Staff Development De-
partment. Trustees recently saw and
heard an overview of the program,
which detalled, the basis for the pro-
gram, teacher trainlng ulre-
ments, and showed a videotape of
how the program [s belng used in the
district.

@ WILD KINGDOM

Students at Longacre Elementary
greeted a group from the Living Sci-
ence Foundation of Novl with open
arms this fall. Each classroom par-
ticipated In the visit, In which live
animals are brought to the schools
for some “hands-on” teaching. .

"Sparky Amaron,” an Amaron
porcupine adopted through Living
Science by the Longacre students,

came to visit. Sparky's adoption pa-”

pers at on display in the Farmingtoa
school's front office, with pictures of
principal Millie Bennett holding the
new school mascot.

@ FAMILIES SOUGHT

International Student Exchange is
secking families to host students
frotn Mexico, Japan, Colombia,
Spaln, Germany, Panama, Bradl,
Bolivia and Egypt. -

The teenagers live &3 a member of
& local family while he or she at-
tends the local high sehool Excellent
students, they are carefully
screened, by medical Insur-
ance and provide thelr own spending

1f Interested in bosting a student,
contact the Internationsl Student
Exchange at 1-800-238-HOST.

d for quick of chil-

group, which was formally orga-
nized last year.

“The drivers are very concerned
about safety Lssues,” she added. “It's
warking well. They're out there and
see what's golng on.”

Drivers put thelr studeats, at all
grade levels, through evaccation
drills. Kindergarteners and new cle-
mentary students now go through a
safety assembly put on by AAA of
Michigan, where salety measures,
emergency evacuations and basic in.
formation about bus safety are dis-
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“It's not just having the money,”
said OISD's Smith. “It's having the
people to pursue these management
control items that reduce risks for
youngsters. When you put a team

dren when the bus is tipped or upright. It also can be lifted to .

provide interior ventilation.

like (Farmingtons) together, then
you've got a tremendous resource,
“There’s just an outstanding splrit
by that group.”
School districts area't Lhe only
ones concerned with safety jssues.

A PARENT group called Buses
United for Safety was formed in
1984 after a €-year-old Fenton boy
was killed as be strayed in front of
his school bus into hls drivers blind
spot. BUS was started by a mother
of two, a member of the jury panel
that aquitted the bus driver In the
young boy's case. The driver had
b;:dcn charged with pegligent bomi-
cide,

Parenis in the Farmington district
have also watched bus transporta-

tion with Interest recently, even:
though there have becn 6o fatalitles.:
Students who live on the district’s

growlng west side have had to spend :
an hour or more on the bus each way-

to get to schoal. .

Throughout the countty, includlng’
QOakland County, one of the most dis--
cussed safety Lssues has been that of |
seat belts In school buses, -
Although required In some states,;
Michlgan school officials have shied:
away [rom thelr use. “We would not.
add seat belts unless we were told 0
(by the state) because we don't feel,
they're safe,” sald Hausman. i
The padded, high seats that are»
placed close together give enoughi
safety to the young riders, she said.": -

Al

She really wants a
chain metal watch by
Anne Klein for Sutton.

Gold electropiate;

quartz movement.

Left: Round diat,

champagne face, $135.
Right: Oval case with
sieek black diat, $1%0.
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